YOU ARE NOT YOUR OWN: THE WAY TO INVEST

Harold Shank

February 13, 2000 (LCC)



Main Text: “For it will be as when a man going on a journey called his servant and entrusted to them his property; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.  Then he went away.  He who had received the five talents went at once an traded with them; and he made five talents more.  So also, he who had the two talents made two talents more.  But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.  And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.  His master said to him, Well don, goo and faithful servant: you have been faithful over al little I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.  And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, “master you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.  His master said to him, Well done good and faithful servant: you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joys of your master.  He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, “master I know you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not winnow so  I was afraid and I went and hid your talent in the ground Here you have what is yours. But this master answered, him You wicked and slothful servant: you know that I reap where I have not sowed, and together where I have not winnowed?  Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest.  So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents.  For to every one who has swill more be given, and he will have abundance: but from him who has not, even what he was will be taken away.  And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth. 

Matthew 25: 14-30

When I was 15 or 16 I worked for the Stuzmans

They grew potatoes and hired kids from church to help with the harvest

 When we finished harvesting a row, the truck would take the potatoes

We would have to wait and often got into trouble



One day another boy from church, Whitney and I began wrestling

Guy Stuzman, the boss, told us not to wrestle

He wanted us to save our energy to work

But we were out in the field and no one was around

So Whitney and I were on the ground wrestling

Before we knew it, there was the sound of an engine and a cloud of dust

The slam of the truck door and the shadow of Guy Stutzman

He pulled us apart and asked if we had heard him say, “No wrestling”

I thought sure we were through.  I thought, “I’m 15 and I lost my first job.”

We got a lecture, no more

Clear case of insubordination



We see it all through society

A soldier disobeys a direct order

A cashier comes in late for the 3rd straight day

An employee won’t fill out a vacation request form

Children tells parents, “No”

A student refuses to do homework

Two workers wrestle in a potato patch



Insubordination goes against a basic concept

If you work for another person, that person is in charge

Guy Stutzman was paying me a nice wage for a 15 year old

He even picked me up and dropped me off every day

Quite often he provided lunch

In return he expected me to do my work

I didn’t keep my part of the bargain, but he kept his

Two similar principles guide our relationship to God



5.	# 1 - Psalms 24:1 - The earth is the Lords and everything in it

There are 3 famous Psalms in a row

Psalm 22 says, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me”

This wrestles with suffering

Psalms 23 says, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want”

This rehearses the great promise God gives

Psalm 24 says, “The earth is the Lords and everything in it”

This spells out the basic principle of life

Say it in unison



This idea is not only in the Psalms

Exodus 9:29 involves Moses before Pharaoh and the 7th plague

He says after I leave, the plague will stop

Then Pharaoh will know the earth belongs to the Lord

Job 41:11 in God’s second speech to Job

There is a series of questions that reveal Job doesn’t understand the earth

God says, “Everything under heaven belongs to me”

1 Corinthians 10:26, Paul is dealing with food offered to idols

He says that even that food belongs to God

Paul quotes Psalms 24:1 - “The earth is the Lords and everything in it”



When you pull out the deed for planet earth

It doesn’t say it is owned by the USA or the Philippines

It says from the north pole to the south pole and from east to west

Planet earth belongs to God







# 2 - 1 Corinthians 6:19b-20a - You are not your own, you are bought with a price

1 Corinthians 6 says there are standard in the kingdom of God

Verse 12 and following is about our bodies

Don’t abuse your body, don’t go to prostitutes

The reason is that if you follow Jesus, you are  no longer your own

In unison, “You are not your own, you were bought with a price”



This is not the only time this idea is found 

The Old Testament idea of Israel as the people of God is a major thread

“You are my people and I am your God”

1 Corinthians 7:23 is talking about marriage and slavery

Why do we keep standards of God?

You are not your own, you are bought with a price

1 Peter 1:18-19 - We were ransomed by the blood of Jesus

We are owned by the one who saved us



2 Principles

God owns everything.  God is the landlord

God owns me.  God is the boss



How do we respond?

What is the typical reaction?

What do people do?

The Bible tells us we react in 4 ways



# 1 - Not Me



Exodus 3 says that God called Moses from the Burning Bush

“Moses, Moses” - Here I am Lord

Take off your shoes, the ground is holy.  Moses takes off his shoes

I am God of Abraham, Issac and Jacob.  Moses hides his face.  So far so good

“Moses, I want you to deliver my people from Pharaoh” - Moses, “Not me.”

Send Aaron.  Send somebody else



Esther 3 and 4 - A wicked government official planned to kill the Jews in Persia

He gets a law signed by the king

That makes it irreversible

Mordecai figures out what is going on

He must find someone close to the king to expose the plot

He contacts Ester, who is the Queen.  He says, “You must tell the king”

Esther response is “Not me”

It was dangerous to the queen to go into the presence of the king without permission.



Not Me is a common response

There are sign up to take food to the sick are passed around in the classroom, but …..not me

The elders call for something…..not me

A co-worker is facing a crisis and needs to talk…..not me

I see a visitor in the aisle who looks lost……not me

A widow needs someone to take her to the grocery store……not me



NOT ME is not bad in itself

I was asked to speak in Dallas at a major lectureship on Church of Christ in the former USSR

The same night an important activity in my son’s life was going to happen

I said, “Not me.”  I think that was the right decision

But other times when a neighbor was upset about some decision her teen was making

I changed the subject and said, “Not me…..”



The problem with Not Me

It denies ownership

Whitney and I were wrestling on Guy Stutzman’s time

We said, “Not us…..”



# 2 - NOT THERE

Jonah 1

He was a prophet called by God to go to Nineveh which was east

Jonah bought a ticket west

God asked him to go to an area of Iraq, but Jonah bought a ticket to Spain

Jonah said, “Not there, Lord”



Acts 10

Peter  was at a friends house in prayer

God gave him a vision of clean and unclean animals in a sheet

I want you to rise up and eat

Peter said, “Not there, Lord, not there”

Then there was a knock at the door.  We need you to come and preach to the Romans

Peter was thinking, “Not there, God.”  I go the Jews.  I will preach to my friends.”

But he thought, I don’t want to go the Romans.  Not there.











Not there is a common response

People in the first century need the Gospel,…….not there

2 year olds need a teacher…….not there

TIME mission trip to Yazoo City needs sponsors……not there

Christian Student Center needs cooks…….not there



Not there is not bad in itself

Shortly after we started the Downtown church, we got a call from Foote Homes

We started a Bible Study.  There was a call to start a church

It soon became apparent that we could not do two at once…..Not there

I knew a man who is excellent with people and with their problems

He turned down teaching a class because he had 3 people he was helping on the side

Not there was justified



The problem with Not There

It denies ownership

It says, “I am going to decide, not God.”

I call the shots



# 3 - NOT NOW

Acts 24

Paul was in Caesarea making a defense before Felix

Felix: verse 22 and 25

The last  verse, Felix never responded to Paul again.  We don’t know what happened



I  remember the saying NOT NOW

I was a student at Harding Graduate School of Religion and an intern at Highland Street Church of Christ

An opportunity came up to teach a man about Christ

Not now……I am in school and as a student have term papers

I always regretted that decision

Ben Williams say that opportunity.  He had a Bible study, baptized the man and he is still a member



NOT NOW IS COMMON

When I retire, When I am older, When the kids are out of school

When the bills are paid, when money is saved up, when I have time to prepare

Opportunities pass because we say, “Not Now”









The problem with Not Now is ownership

Not now Mr. Stutzman, Whitney and I are wrestling

Not now Mr. Jesus, I am growing up and making a living

We are not our own



It is striking that most of the people in the Bible that said, “Not me, not there, not now…….went

Moses said, “Not me.” But became God’s man

Esther said, “I will go into the king, if I perish, I perish”

Jonah said, “Not there, but preached in Nineveh with detour through a whale

Peter went to a Roman’s  house and baptized Cornelius

That’s # 4 - I’ll try



Matthew 25:14-30 - Paraphrased

A businessman had 3 employees

He was going out of town on a business trip, and called them in

He gave Andy 5 jobs to do

Belinda was given 2 jobs to do

Cecil was given 1 job to do

They didn’t say, “Not me, not there, not now”

All said, “Yes”



The businessman came back and called for a report

Andy with the 5 jobs, got them done and did 5 more

Belinda with the 2 jobs finished and did 2 more

Cecil with 1 job was afraid he’d mess it up, and didn’t do it at all



The 3 workers represent us

The issue is ownership

God owns everything

God owns me

I am not my own, but bought with a price



Our tendency is to hear and forget this

Like Whitney and me

The boss lectured us, no wrestling, save energy

As soon as he was gone, we were wrestling in a potato patch



Jesus last line to the 3rd worker was written to us

The man who said yes, did not do it

Matthew 25:26-31









All this ownership stuff makes sense because of one thing

The CROSS

He died for me.  I was purchased and redeemed

We owe him, we are his, this leads to two sets of decisions



First time

Recommitment











	













































	


















































