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Main Text:
“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life-the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  And we are writing this that our joy may be complete.  This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him is no darkness at all.  If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live according to the truth; but if we walk in the light as he I sin the light, we have fellow ship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word in not in us.  My little children, I am writing this to you so that you may no t sin; but if any on does ins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the expiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.









1 John 1-2:2

1. The Passion of Christ raises strong feelings

a. The Gibson movie about the crucifixion has the whole nation astir

b. People are crying, sobbing, unable to speak

c. Others are angry, bitter and vindictive

2. It is not the movie, but the crucifixion itself that raises strong feelings

a. Violence, darkness and cruelty touches us at deep levels

b. The offer of forgiveness to those doing harm moves us

c. The earthquake, the tearing of the veil, the Centurion’s confession strikes a cord

3.
Why do I feel such emotions about the crucifixion? WHAT IS THERE ABOUT

      a.   An ancient event that seems so current

b.  A distant action that seems so near

c.  A cruel death that seems so alive?

4.
      John saw passion

a. He wrote a gospel that one half of the pages are dedicated to the final days         of Jesus, most to the crucifixion

      b.  He also writes a letter in which he addresses our issue

5. 1 John 1:1-4 tells us he saw this Jesus

a. He looked at his face and touched with his hands

b. He heard his voice and watched his death

6. He describes it in symbolic terms

a. The crucifixion divides all the world into light and darkness

b. The crucifixion divides all the world into clean and dirty

c. John drops symbolism and gives 3 reasons why the crucifixion raises such powerful emotions

7. # 1 – The Passion of Christ reveals more than anybody wants revealed

a. The Passion of Christ is about chapter 1 verse 7, our sin

b. Chapter 2:2 is not ours only, but the whole world’s

8. The Passion of Christ makes public what we want kept private

a. It makes known what we want kept secret

b. It puts on display what we want kept in darkness

9. Beneath the Passion of Christ are the buried realities of our own lives

a. Put your best foot forward.  We want the best public image.  We want to be liked and admired and respected

b. We don’t want anybody to know what we are like underneath

10. We dread the day that they invent a machine that projects our thoughts for all to see.  WE DON’T WANT PEOPLE TO SEE

a. Pride, self love, conceit

b. Evil passions, malice, hate

11. There is an old story about an Indian and his son

a. It was time for the son to pass into manhood

b. The father had prepared him and taught him to survive

c. He showed him the ways of the wilderness

d. Now was the time for the son to spend time alone on the mountain

12. He climbed to the top of the mountain

a. He heard a rustle in the brush.  It was a snake

b. Before he could move the snake spoke

c. He said, “I’m dying, it’s too cold for me up here, there’s no food.”

d. Put me under your shirt and take me down to the valley

e. The youth said, “No, my father told me about your kind.  You’re a rattlesnake.”

f. If I pick you up, you will bite me and I will die.

g. The snake said, “That’s not so, I will treat you differently.”

h. If you do this for me I will not harm you.

i. The youth remembered his Father’s words and resisted

j. The snake was persuasive and the boy gave in

13. He tucked the snake under his shirt and carried him down to the valley

a. The snake laid down gently

b. Suddenly the snake coiled, rattled and struck the Indian’s leg

c. The boy remembered his father’s words about snakes

d. The Indian cried out, “You promised, you wouldn’t bite me.”

e. As the snake crawled away he said, 

f. “You knew what I was when you picked me up.”

14. The story is not about snakes, but about sin

a. I won’t bite, I promise

b. I won’t hurt you, I promise

c. I won’t cause you any problems, I promise

d. But it always, always, always, bites

e. The crucifixion reveals more than anybody wants revealed

15. # 2 – The Passion of Christ cleans more than anybody thinks can be cleaned

a. The Passion of Christ purges all our sin (1:7)

b. It solves the sin problem for good

16. Sin fills us with despair.  JUST WHEN WE THINK

a. Our passion and greed is under control, it flairs up again

b. The war is over, the violence has stopped, the hate is conquered, it roars to the surface again

c. Restore broken relationships, fixed past mistakes, the ugliness raises its face

17. Ernest Hemingway writes of the popularity of the Spanish name Paco

a. A father and son had a falling out.  The son left for Madrid

b. Later the father followed him to Madrid and put an ad in the local paper

c. The ad said, “Paco, meet me at Hotel Montana at Noon on Wednesday.  All if forgiven..”  Signed Papa

d. The next day the authorities had to call out the National Guard to disperse the mob of 800 young men who gathered in front of the Hotel

18. The parable is about our lives

a. We are all the banished son

b. Some where all of us have Papa we both love and hate

c. We rush to the hotel

d. We hope against all hop that all if forgiven

e. That’s where Hemingway’s parable breaks down

f. 800 men hope, but there is only 1 Papa.  799 leave disappointed

19. The Passion of the Christ has a different ending

a. WE all rush to the hotel

b. There in the midst of hopeful humanity

c. There towering over all our fears and pains

d. There in the midst of people so desperately wanting forgiveness from their father

e. Is the cross of Jesus Christ

f. What he did is enough for all who want their Papas

20. The Passion of Christ

a. Reveals more than we want revealed

b. Cleanses more than any thing can be cleaned

21. # 3 – The Passion of Christ cost more than anybody can pay

a. The Passion of Christ costs sacrificed blood of Jesus (1:7)

b. Jesus Christ, righteous Jesus….served as a sacrifice (2:2)

22. In desperate situations we will pay any price

a. We’ll send our sons and daughters off to fight for liberty

b. We’ll spend all we have on risky surgery to save our lives

c. We’ll give a kidney to a loved one, who will die without it

d. A soldier dives on a live grenade to save his platoon

e. Those are costly decisions, but costs we can pay

23. Nobody anywhere can pay what was paid at the Passion of Christ

a. All of us together cannot pay what was paid

b. Every resource from all of human history cannot pay the price

c. The price is the blood of God’s own son

24. No wonder John describe the Passion of Christ in symbolic terms

a. All darkness meets all light

b. All dirt meets all that is clean

c. It’s a collision of all that’s wrong with all that’s good

25. At the Passion of Christ

a. All inhumanity, pain, violence, war, injustice, rape, murder

b. One huge stinking, revolting, disgusting, horrifying, offensive pile

c. Everything that’s obnoxious, distasteful, repulsive

d. As the blood drips from Jesus, it washes, cleans, purifies, perfects

e. What’s none of us can afford, it was paid for by God

26. Chris Spurgeon, a London preacher from the past

a. Was walking on a street and encountered a little boy with a rusty bird cage

b. Spurgeon stopped the boy and asked him what he had in the cage.  The boy said that he had an old bird that I caught

c. What are you going to do with it?  The boy said, I will play with it and tease it and then I will kill it

d. How much do you want for that bird?  The boy said, “Mister, you don’t want that bird.  It is worthless.

e. Spurgeon said, “How much?”  The boy thought and gave a huge amount as his answer, $200. 

f. Spurgeon paid the boy and took the cage and opened the door and set the bird free

27. The next Sunday morning, Spurgeon put the bird cage on a stand

a. He told the story about the little boy

b. Then he told a 2nd story.   God was walking down the street and he ran into the Devil with a cage.

c. God said, “What do you have in that cage?”  The devil said, “A bunch of dirty old people.”

d. God said, “What are you going to do with them?”  The devil said, “I’m going to play with them and tease them and then send them to hell.”

e. God said, “How much do you want for the people?”  The devil said, “God, those people are worthless.  They will spit on you.”

f. God said, “How much?”   The devil thought and said, “It will cost you the blood of your only son.”

g. God paid the price, took the cage, and opened the door.

28. The Passion of Christ

a. Reveals more than we want revealed

b. Cleans more than we thought could be cleaned

c. Costs more than any of us can pay

