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Main Text: “Then the Lord said, I have seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters; I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canannites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and th Jebusites.  And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring forth my people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.  But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the sons fo Israel our of Egypt?’  He said, But I will be with you: and this shall be the sign for you, that I have send you: when you have brought forth the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God upon this mountain.”  Exodus 3:7-12

1.
Exodus 5 is the central chapter in God’s mission for his people


a.
Chapter 3 is where he called Moses and explained Mission


b.
He said for him to go to Pharaoh and to say free my people and he would take them to the promise land


c.
Chapter 4 is where God prepared Moses for that mission

2.
Exodus 5 is where Moses and Aaron approached before Pharaoh with requests and explanations

a.
The request was to “let my people go for a feast in the wilderness”


b.
The explanation was that people need to spend time with God

3.
Pharaoh is not cooperative and asks 3 questions


a.
Who is this Lord that I should listen to him?


b.
Why should I let the people go?


c.
Why do you want to take people from their work?

4.
Then Pharaoh does exactly the opposite


a.
Instead of letting them go on a retreat


b.
He gives them more work to do


c.
Instead of saying go worship God


d.
He says go back to work and work harder

5.
Pharaoh’s thinking is transparent


a.
If the people have time to retreat


b.
Then they must not be busy enough


c.
If they are not busy enough


d.
I will give them more work to do

6.
Now you may be thinking, I know this guy


a.
I used to work for him


b.
Has anybody worked for a tyrant like this?


c.
Oh, you want a vacation, ok, after you do this additional work.


d.
Oh you want a longer lunch, ok, but work until 8 every night.

7.
Some Israelites were foremens


a.
The foreman asked for an audience with Pharaoh


b.
Why do we have to do more work?


c.
They didn’t know about Moses and Aaron’s talk with Pharaoh


d.
Pharaoh says that since you have idle time, do more work


e.
Pharaoh tells them about Moses and Aaron’s request

8.
Then there is one of the saddest scenes in Exodus


a.
The foreman meets with Moses and Aaron in Exodus 5:21

9.
Imagine how Moses must have felt


a.
He didn’t want the job in the first place


b.
He told God 5 times that he wasn’t qualified


c.
He reluctantly took the job


d.
The plan backfires


e.
The leaders of his people are upset with his leadership

10.
This is not a minor text


a.
God’s mission is at stake


b.
God has bigger plans than making bricks

11.
God’s mission


a.
Rescue the Israelites from slavery


b.
Lead them to the promised land


c.
There are 2 striking realities about Moses in the wilderness

12.
# 1 - He was totally resistant to God’s plan


a.
Moses listed 5 excuses


b.
Pharaoh said no and he made them work harder


c.
The foreman opposed the plan

13.
All along the way, resistance increases


a.
There is grumbling in the wilderness


b.
There is sin at Sinai


c.
There is the disbelief of the spies


d.
Aaron and Miriam try to take over

14.
There is almost universal resistance to God’s plan


a.
There is opposition from the leaders, Moses, Aaron and Miriam


b.
The Egyptians hated the plan


c.
The Israelites resisted the plan


d.
Even the Amalekites tried to stop it

15.
# 2 - There was total success of God’s plan

a.
The Egyptians didn’t want to give up the slaves


b.
At most points, Israel didn’t want to give up slavery


c.
But God freed the slaves


d.
7 nations of land opposed Israel coming into the land


e.
Jericho’s walls made it appear unconquerable


f.
At most points Israel didn’t want to take the land


g.
But God gave them the promised land

16.
Resistance to God’s plans are not new and have not ended


a.
We individually resist God


b.
We resist him corporately

17.
I recalled the early 1990's at Highland


a.
Urban ministry caught our hearts


b.
We were going through open doors in the Ukraine


c.
I decided that the adult Sunday school was a drain on the church


d.
I personally sought to reduce the influence of the Sunday school

18.
It seemed that the more I turned away from Sunday school the more it came up


a.
I finally perceived that God’s plan for this church was adult Sunday school


b.
E. H. Ijams had the same perception in the 1950's


c.
He finally quit resisting the Sunday schools and started working with the Sunday schools


d.
7 classes at the time became 21


e.
Over 80% of us are involved in Sunday school

19.
I confess I was wrong


a.
Like Moses and the Hebrews, I was resisting


b.
It took a couple of years to figure this out

20.
If Moses, Aaron, Miriam, Pharaoh, and Israel all resisted God


a.
How do we stop resisting God and work for him


b.
What can we learn from resistance in the wilderness?


c.
3 critical issues

21.
# 1 - God’s plan - See Exodus 3:7-8


a.
The Plan was to end slavery and give the promised land


b.
God repeatedly refers to himself


c.
The plan begins with God

22.
The plan was clearly stated


a.
Pharaoh was only concerned with his construction project


b.
The foreman was only interested in how many bricks


c.
The Israelites didn’t want to rattle Pharaoh’s cage because they didn’t want to get beatings


d.
Moses was only concerned with keeping peace


e.
He doesn’t want to make things worse than they already are

23.
But none of this is God’s plan


a.
The plan is to free people from slavery and give them the promised land

24.
The point is the plan belongs to God


a.
The plan is God’s plan


b.
The plan is not foggy

25.
The plan of the church belongs to God


a.
The plan of the church is God’s plan


b.
The plan is not foggy


c.
God called us to be ambassadors of reconciliation


d.
We’re to be the light to nations


e.
We are to go into all the world and tell the good news


f.
The plan is clear.  The plan belongs to God

26.
The question is “Do we see God’s plan?”


a.
Moses, Aaron, Pharaoh all missed it


b.
They not only missed it, but they substituted other plans in place

27.
I heard a speaker talking about Church of Christ


a.
Most church of Christ have 2 plans


b.
Keep the peace, don’t get anybody upset


c.
Balance the budget, don’t spend more than you take in


d.
He suggested that all decisions in the church are based on those 2 plans


e.
Both are good ideas, but neither one is God’s plan for the church

28.
Like Moses, Pharaoh and the Foreman, we substitute


a.
God says spread the good news to all the world, but don’t do it, because you are to be focused on not upsetting anybody


b.
God says to be ambassadors of reconciliation, but we don’t because we need to balance a spreadsheet

29.
Hear what the text is saying


a.
The text is saying that we often lose sight of God’s plan


b.
We substitute our plans instead of his


c.
I am not saying that leaders upset people and spend money they don’t have


d.
I am saying that is not the plan, the mission, the dream

30.
Like Moses, Pharaoh, and the Foreman, we all have things we don’t like


a.
But don’t make fixing those the mission


b.
God is going to do his plan, just like he did in Exodus


c.
The key Question: Will we be part of it?  This leads to the 2nd issue

31.
# 2 - God’s presence - Exodus 3:10-12


a.
God tells Moses, here is the plan


b.
Then he adds, “you’re not doing this alone.”


c.
I’ll be there at your side

32.
Remember 2 striking realities about Moses in the Wilderness


a.
There was total resistance to God’s plan and total success of God’s plan


b.
Why does this mission succeed?


c.
Because God was there every step, correcting and redirecting


d.
When Moses stood before Pharaoh he felt alone, but he wasn’t


e.
When the foreman looked at higher quotas, he felt alone, but wasn’t


f.
When the foreman complained to Moses, he felt alone, but wasn’t


g.
When Moses faced the Red Sea, 7 nations of land, etc. he felt alone, but wasn’t

33.
Remember how the Great Commission ends in the New Testament


a.
“Go into all the world, and preach the Good News,” that’s the plan


b.
Jesus says, “I will be with you,” that’s the presence


c.
The same words are given to us as were given to Moses

34.
The most crucial decision Highland has to make about mission


a.
Do we believe God is with us?


b.
Do we believe God is with us for the next generation, the needy, the Sunday school?


c.
The key question is not how do we do mission with the dollars, or how many people we upset


d.
The key question is, “do we believe God is with us?”


e.
I will be with you is tied to the 3rd issue

35.
# 3 - God’s power


a.
After the foreman speaks to Moses in Exodus 5, Moses goes to talk to God (Exodus 5:22-6:1)


b.
The whole picture is that God’s plan includes God’s presence and works because of God’s power


c.
God’s power will work through Pharaoh and they will be set free

36.
Don’t miss the irony: The one most opposed to God’s plan is Pharaoh


a.
He is the exact one that God will use to accomplish his plan


b.
God is more powerful than Pharaoh


c.
God’s plan is accomplished by God’s power

37.
The mission that God called Moses to have looked impossible


a.
Israel can’t even go on a retreat, how can we be free to own our land


b.
We can’t even make bricks now, how can we make them without straw?


c.
Free the slaves – the Promise Land seemed like a pie in the sky

38.
The mission that God called us to have has all the qualities of impossible


a.
125,000 unchurched children are in Memphis


b.
Memphis is one of the top 5 poorest cities in the USA


c.
Our friends and neighbors are increasingly secular and anti Christian


d.
The world is filled with war, injustice, greed and sin


e.
Reconcile this world to Christ?  Many of us are thinking this is pie in the sky

39.
There are no shortage of voices saying,”Moses – this is too hard”


a.
Let’s take care of ourselves


b.
Let’s just play church


c.
It is too expensive, it will upset too many people


d.
How can we be the light to nations, when we live in such darkness

40.
There is only one response: God


a.
IF we forget God, let’s close up and go home


b.
Of all the mistakes that Moses made, he never forgot God

41.
As he neared the end of his journey


a.
As he reflected on God’s plan and presence and power


b.
Listen to his testimony (Deuteronomy 10:17-22)


c.
God’s plan includes God’s presence and works because of God’s power

42.
Let me tell you where I end up in all of this.  I WANT TO BE PART OF A CHURCH


a.
That follows God’s plan, believes in God’s presence and relies on God’s power


b.
Says that he is the God of all God’s, the Lord of all Lords, 


c.
That worships the great, mighty God


d.
That confesses he is our praise, he is our God


e.
That testifies we have seen the great things he has done


f.
God’s plan includes God’s presence and works because of God’s power

