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Main Text: 	“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  IN this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that you faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”      1 Peter 1:3-9





Most of us are thinking about next year


1998 is gone and 1999 is coming


This is the last year of the century


It is the last year of the millennium


It is resolution time





We think about FAMILY


We want to spend more time


We want to plan more activities


We want to teach values


We want to have that talk





We think about FINANCES


We want to get out of debt in 1999


We want to start a savings account in 1999


We want to buy or sell a house in 1999





We think about FITNESS


We want to lose weight, eat better and exercise


Even as I say that most of us pull in our stomachs


I could hear a large rush in air being breathed in in first service





We think about FUTURE


The media is talking about the millennium


Year 2000 - Mildred


Maranatha is Highland’s theme for 1999


Whatever the future, we want the Lord to come quickly








6.	What should be the most important thing we do in 1999?


Family, Finances, Fitness, Future?


The most important thing that we need to do in 1999 is to follow Jesus.





Why is giving yourself to Jesus the most important thing to do?


It might help with family, finances, fitness and future


But there are  three other issues that we can’t face without Jesus


Finality, Failure, and Futility





# 1 - FINALITY





In June of 1998 Daniel Shank and I were in Ukraine


I had just taught a Bible Study


I went over to Mark Kledzik’s house


Daniel met me at the door


He said, “Can you come with me to the kitchen where we can talk in private?”


He said, “Grandpa just died.”


He went on the tell me that Sally Shank had sent an e-mail





10.	It happened all so sudden, so unexpected


On Wednesday he had taken a motorcycle ride with Sally’s cousin


On Friday he was in the hospital


On Sunday, he was gone





It brought our family face to face with finality


Grandpa is gone


Life comes to an end





Death is not something we can ignore in 1999


It will happen to millions of people


It has a good chance of touching me and you


1999 could be the last year of my life


So how do we live in 1999 facing finality?





“In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 


	resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can


	never perish, spoil or fade-kept in heaven for you, who through faith are


	shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be


	revealed in the last time.” - 1 Peter 1:3-5


For those who gave themselves to Christ, there will be a resurrection


There is an inheritance


There is future life











The funeral in Iowa


Was held after Daniel Shank and I returned from Ukraine


The family asked me to speak


I told how Grandpa had loved to fly


He worked for TWA and owned his own small airplane
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