WHAT I BELIEVE ABOUT JESUS:

I Believe Jesus Wants Me To Be Baptized

Harold Shank

Main Text:
“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 

had directed them.  And when they saw him they worshiped him; but some doubted.  And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.”








Matthew 28:16-20

1. I met Pat on the roof of a church building

a. We were constructing a new facility and putting on shingles

b. Pat visited the Sunday before and we asked him to help

c. He grew up going to church, but left because of hypocrisy

d. He became an atheist, married and entered adulthood

e. He worked for a Can company, 12 hour shifts, watching for water purity

f. He had time.  He read all of C S Lewis and became a believer again and was looking for a church

2. As we pounded in the nails, Pat revealed something that was holding him back

a. A Saturday on a roof led to a Bible Study

b. One night in his basement the truth came out

c. Pat had doubts.  He thought that doubts were inconsistent with following Jesus

d. We read Matthew 28 and everything changed

3. Eleven disciples met Jesus in Galilee

a. Peter, Andrew, James, John and others

b. Some of them fell down and worshipped Jesus

c. But some of them doubted

d. Next time we read of these men, they are preaching the Gospel in Acts 2

e. They are risking their lives for the Christian faith

4. What does Jesus say to people who are not sure

a. What words does he have for doubters?

b. What medicine does he give to fence riders?

5. The answer is striking words in verses 18-20

a. What do they mean?

b. What difference do they make in life?

c. The words fall into 5 parts

6. # 1 – All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me

a. If that had been said by anybody else, we would reject it

b. If Saddam, Castro, the Prime Minister of Britain had of said it, we would have said, “NO”

c. If a preacher, seminar leader, CEO had of said it, we would have said, “NO”

7. This made sense because of who and where he said it

a. They are standing on a mountain in Galilee where

b. In Matthew 8, Jesus heals a leper, then heals a centurion’s son, then Peter’s mother in law, then he calmed a storm

c. In Matthew 14 Jesus uses 5 loaves and 2 fishes to feed 5,000 people.  Then he walked on water

d. In Matthew 17, Jesus is transfigured, Moses and Elijah an epileptic boy in cured by Jesus

8. On these moments that Jesus had taught

a. Matthew 5:3

b. Matthew 5:14

c. Matthew 6:24

d. Matthew 7:12

9. When he said all authority in heaven and earth

a. Comes as no surprise

b. Jesus did things in life that reflected authority and power

c. Jesus said things in life that pointed to authority and power

10. We have more of a problem with this than they did

a. Many of us have trouble with the exclusive claims of Jesus 

b. Our problem is not that he claims authority, but ALL authority

c. But it is not a new thing

d. On some mountains he had said that the way to truth is narrow and few find it

e. Now he says that I have all power and authority and I am about to tell you the way

11. It was the exclusive claims of Jesus that drew people to him

a. This is not a maybe Lord, he is an exclusive Lord

b. He does not claim you might find what you are looking for

c. But follow him and you will absolutely find what you want

12. # 2 – Go and make disciples of all nations

a. All nations comes as no surprise

b. Matthew 1 is Jewish family tree

c. In c4 women were not Jewish

d. In Matthew 2 the first visitors were Persian wisemen who had traveled hundreds of miles

e. In Matthew 8 there was an early miracle of the servant of a Roman soldier

f. In Matthew 15 Jesus finds what he calls great faith

g. A woman from Phoenicia

13. A disciple is a learner, a student, a follower

a. This word, “disciple” is used 73 times in Matthew

b. It doesn’t refer just to the 12 apostles, but all who followed Jesus

c. It means “people who modeled their life after Jesus”

14. That is the goal of Highland Street Church of Christ

a. We want to be people like Jesus, followers, disciples

b. In Matthew, Jesus went about preaching the Gospel – we want to share the Gospel

c. In Matthew 9, Jesus has compassion on crowds – we want to have some compassion

d. In Matthew 20, Jesus came not to be served, but to serve – we want to serve

15. The word, “Disciple” may be the most important word in the text

a. This is a high expectation word

b. It is demanding.  It is a call for commitment

16. It is not a call to a leisurely walk in the park, but to take up your cross and follow

a. Not the benefits of church membership, but to take the narrow road

b. Not a life of comfort, but to deny oneself for his sake

c. Not safety and security, but love for your enemies

d. Not being first, but go to the back of the line

17. If there is anything church people misunderstand, it is discipleship

a. We like to soft peddle it

b. We like to give an extra $20 and call it discipleship

c. We like to spend an extra 10 minutes in prayer and call it Discipleship

18. But when Jesus calls a woman or man he calls them to die

a. We are no longer our own

b. Jesus is more important than family, work, or friends

c. Jesus is more important than being popular and well liked

d. Jesus is more important than comfort and safety

19. When the iron curtain fell a decade ago, there were many underground churches
a. One met in apartments.  Members arrived at staggered times to avoid attention

b. They sang in whispers.  They were behind closed curtains

c. One day uniforms came and guns pushed down the doors.  People were lined up against the wall

d. They said, “All of you that reject Christianity can leave.”  A couple left.

e. They repeated the same thing and more left

f. Then they closed the doors and the soldiers confessed Jesus as Lord

g. They said this, “We had to be sure you were disciples, before we revealed ourselves.”

20. To those who

a. Accept his authority

b. Became his disciples

c. Then he makes a 3rd statement

21. # 3 – Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit

a. Baptism is where human and divine meet

b. Baptism is with water, involving humans, wet, and clothes

c. Divine is the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

22. Matthew opens and closes with baptism

a. Matthew 3, Jesus comes to John the Baptist who was baptizing

b. Jesus asks John to baptize him

c. John wants to switch roles.  We understand that

d. Jesus says, “You baptize me because that is what God wants.”  (Matthew 3:15)

23. Jesus who stood before them on a mountain in Galilee

a. He had just gone through the death, burial and resurrection

b. He was tried in Jerusalem, nailed to a Roman cross, and died on Friday

c. They buried him in a nearby tomb

d. On Sunday morning the tomb was empty.  He had risen from the dead

24. Baptism came to symbolize that

a. A person who is baptized, dies to sin

b. He is buried in water

c. He rises out of the water to a new life

d. Every time there is a baptism, we are driven to the cross

25. I remember clearly the last time I preached on this text

a. On December 1991, it was in Kiev, Ukraine

b. There had been 72 years of oppression, atheism, and bloodshed

c. It was in a medical school lecture hall that I preached from this text

d. There were doubters, atheists, and communists

e. I remember issuing a call for conversion

f. I said, “Come the next day, to another place and we will baptize you”

26. The next day Sally Shank and I and a few others went to a swimming pool

a. We didn’t know if anybody would come

b. Twenty seven (27) people arrived.  Glen Owen and I baptized them into Christ

c. Despite communism, they had become disciples

d. Despite bloodshed they wanted to meet the Father, Son and Holy Spirit

27. Those Ukrainians did a biblical thing

a. Baptism ins mentioned 115 times in the New Testament.  Twenty seven 

(27) times in Acts

b. This is the pattern in Acts.  People became disciples, then are baptized

c. In Acts 2 – 5,000 people realized they had killed Jesus, then they were baptized

d. In Acts 9 – Saul realized the person Jesus and was baptized

e. In Acts 10 – Cornelius realizes Jesus is what he is searching for – he was baptized

f. In Acts 16 – Lydia turns her life over to Jesus and is baptized

g. In Acts 16 – A Roman jailer takes on a new master – he is baptized

28. Baptism is a radical act

a. It was as odd then as today

b. It is an act of discipleship

c. It is an act of dying and being born again

d. It is an act of obeying Jesus

e. It is an act of overcoming doubt

29. # 4 – Jesus said, “Teaching Them To Observe All Things”

a. Matthew is a book of teaching

b. The disciples who stood on the mountain in Galilee had heard his teaching

30. There are 5 great lessons in Matthew

a. Chapters 5-7 are called the “Sermon on the Mount”

b. Chapter 10 is a call to mission

c. Chapter 13 are parables about God’s rule

d. Chapter 18 is about life in the Christian community

e. Chapters 22-25 is about false teachers and the future

31. One word that summarizes his teaching is “Righteousness”

a. Matthew 5:6

b. Matthew 6:33

c. Means living the way he taught us to live

32. If you live around poor people, you live with mercy

a. If you live around rich people, you live with consideration

b. If you live around evil people, you live with love

c. If you live around immoral people, you live with purity

d. If you live around selfish people, you live as a servant

e. If you live around violent people, you live with persecution

f. If you live around ignorant people, you live with the gospel

g. Then comes the blessing

33. # 5 – Jesus says, “I am with you always, even to the close of the age”

a. He does not say, “You will live happily ever after.”

b. He does not say, “You can retire and watch religious videos”

c. He does not say, “You can step aside and let others do work”

34. Jesus means “I am with you as you take up my mission”

a. If you, like Nathan and Karen Luther, decide to 

b. Quit you job, sell your house, uproot your kids and move around the world

c. Then I am with you, Nathan and Karen Luther

d. If you, like Betty Dollar, when you reach retirement decide to 

e. Leave your friends and put stuff in an attic and move to the Ukraine

f. Then I am with you Betty Dollar

g. If you, like Ann Srynka, decide to go around to restaurants in town

h. And ask them to prepare 2,000 free meals to feed 500 teenagers who were painting 31 houses and ask them to do it for free

i. Then I am with you, Ann Syrnka

j. If you, like Gary McCormick, and commit yourself to come to the church building every Friday night

k. And lead in taking care of 15 handicapped children in Parents Night Out

l. Then I am with you Gary McCormick

35. Jesus promises to be with us on our mission

a. I remember the pounding of nails in Milwaukee with Pat

b. I remember his doubts.  I remember reading Matthew 28

c. I remember baptizing him into Christ

d. I remember him becoming a disciple

e. I remember watching him baptize his brother, and his brother’s wife

f. I remember his baptizing two of his fishing buddies

36. I remember what Pat did at the Can company

a. He had been the greatest teller of crude stories

b. He had been the great persecutor of the weak

c. He changed all of that

d. People noticed.  People started telling crude stories about Pat, persecuting Pat

e. One day a man named Joe got tired of it

f. Joe was an alcoholic.  He started coming to church with Pat

g. When others teased Pat, Joe stood up

h. He said, “Leave him alone, I’m going to his church too.”

37. Matthew 28:18-20

38.
Will you follow this Jesus?

