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Main Text:
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  On that day many will say to me. ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?”  And then will I declare to them,” I never knew you; depart from me, you evildoers,.”
Matthew 7:21-23

1. It was an exciting day in heaven

a. There was uproar at the Pearly Gates

b. There was celebration on the streets of gold

c. There was joy in the city four square

2. Messengers arrived from the earth

a. Messenger # 1 reported on the great preaching series that had just ended.  Because of this preaching most people on the earth finally heard the gospel.  What heaven had hoped for was finally now reality

b. Messenger # 2 said that Satan was on the run and the devils were chased out of town.  Never before had good been so triumphant over evil

c. Messenger # 3 said that reports of mighty works were coming in from all over the earth.  Huge congregations of people in found in China.  The AIDS virus was wiped out in Africa.  Crime had stopped in its tracks in America and terrorism had ceased to exist.

3. People in heaven waited for Jesus reaction. What would Jesus do?

a. Think of great preaching? What would he say when he heard that the Devil was on the run?

b. How did he reward the people who had preached?  How did he respond when he heard the great news?

4. Finally Jesus came out to talk to the people on the golden square

a. The great crowd grew silent

b. 3 messengers from earth came forward and bowed before Jesus

c. They said, “Lord, Lord, let us enter the kingdom of heaven

d. You have heard the news of what we have done

e. Jesus said, “I don’t know who you are, depart from me, you evil doers”

5. This story is told in Matthew 7:22-23

a. The preaching is great, but there is something missing in the preacher

b. The demons are gone, but there is something missing in the demon chaser

c. The mighty works are performed, but there is something missing in the miracle worker

6. Jesus is talking to Christians like you and me

a. THEY are doing the right things like preaching, demon chasing and performing mighty works

b. They are saying the right things….”lord, lord, not once, but twice

c. They are giving the right credit….”3 times “we did it in your name”

d. Matthew 7:20 says that you will know the true Christians by their works

e. It looks like great preachers, devil chaser, and wonder workers are a sure thing for heaven

f. But Jesus says, “I never knew you.”

7. We might add our own list of works

a. “I’ve preached 1,000 sermons in 10 years, wrote a commentary on the minor prophets….lord, lord, let me in”

b. You might say..”I’ve been to Highland Street for 14 years, taught 84,592 kids, been in a Reach Group for 5 years, attended Sunday School for 30 years, or been an usher for 40 years

8. But Jesus says that there is something more critical

a. THEY knew Jesus, but Jesus NEVER knew them

b. THEY worked for Jesus, but Jesus NEVER worked in them

c. THEY called Jesus, “Lord,” but they had never made Jesus Lord

9. What’s missing?

a. Saying, “Lord, Lord,” doesn’t open the doors of heaven

b. Great preaching, chasing Satan and great works don’t give us a pass

c. What does?  It is in verse 21.  

d. The crucial point is “The Will of my Father”

10. Doing the will of the Father is often the last thing we do

a. We substitute what we think is the will of the father, for what he actually wants

b. We make up our own definition of the “will of the father”

11. I often find myself rewriting the beatitudes which express the will of the father

a. I want to be strong in spirit because then I can do more for God

b. But the will of the father is to be weak in spirit, so I can inherit the kingdom

c. I want to have good self esteem and feel good all the time

d. But the will of the father is to be meek, because only then can God work through me

e. I want to work for headlines, for success, to get the award for the busiest family in town

f. But the will of the father is to realize that there is no satisfaction in any of that only in justice

g. The beatitudes is the heart and soul of my being seeking the being of God

h. I often only seek myself, wanting to look good and do externals and skip internals

12. We tend to redefine the will of the father

a. Seek first my kingdom and God will be so impressed that he will give me his kingdom too

b. Work and you shall receive.  Perform and you shall find.  Labor and the door will be opened

13. We are not the only ones – Let me give you two examples of what Jesus is talking about

a. # 1 – An Old Testament story of 2 men who lived at the same time and had the same goals – Josiah and Jeremiah

b. # 2 – An elder and a preacher from another city – you know both well

14. Josiah is one of eight good kings in the Old Testament

a. He was made king at age 8

b. He inherited a nation that had been ruled for 5 decades by Manasseh

c. Manasseh was the most corrupt king to rule from Jerusalem

d. The people worshipped the sun, moon and stars, foreign gods, practiced sexual immorality and social injustice

e. Parents offered new born children to the fires of pagan gods

15. When Josiah was 27 he seems to have found God – See 2 Kings 22-23

a. This begins one of the great revivals in Bible history

b. He undoes all the evil that Manasseh had done

16. 2 Kings 23:4-8

a. He renews the covenant and cleans the temple

b. He tears down false altars and removes pagan priests

c. He forbids the burning of babies and removes all Manasseh’s evil

d. Two haunting questions come out of Josiah’s life

17. # 1 – Why doesn’t the revival last?

a. According to 2 Kings the covenant is renewed, but not kept

b. The temple is cleared but the worship is not pure

c. The false altars are gone,  but the false gods still served

d. The taking of the lives of children are stopped, but parents continue to destroy their souls

18. Nothing about this revival goes beyond 1 chapter

a. The Bible reports great preaching, demon chasers and great works

b. But it is like a match that burns for a few seconds and then dies in smoke

c. Why doesn’t the revival last?

19. # 2 – Why doesn’t Jeremiah comment on the revival?

a. Jeremiah was a prophet of the same age as Josiah and worked in the same city at the same time

b. Jeremiah left a book of 52 chapters.  It is the 2nd largest book in the Bible

c. Jeremiah spends almost all of his pages on Jerusalem and writes in the time of Josiah

d. Jeremiah calls for revival and for renewal

e. But not one word is about the greatest revival that takes place in his life time

f. Why doesn’t Jeremiah mention great preaching and the mighty works of Josiah?

20. The only clue is found in Jeremiah 3

a. Jeremiah compares God’s people to a family

b. The older sister had ruined her life

c. Then the younger sister comes along and makes the same mistakes

d. Jeremiah 3:10

e. Yet for all this her false sister….did not return to me with her whole heart, but in pretense

21. Jeremiah looked at Judah and saw pretense

a. There were great sermons, yes, but not great hearts, only pretense

b. They chased the demons out of the temple, yes, but the never let God into their temple, only pretense

c. Their were great works done in the time of Josiah, yes, but not works of the heart, only pretense

22. Jeremiah seems to anticipate what Jesus says

a. It is POSSIBLE to know Jesus, but Jesus NEVER know us

b. It is POSSIBLE to work for Jesus, but Jesus NEVER worked in us

c. It is POSSIBLE to call Jesus Lord, but we never made Jesus Lord

23. Years ago I heard about great works coming out of a major city

a. A friend of mine, I will call Paul, preached there

b. There were reports of baptisms, church plantings, and huge crowds

c. Then the reports stopped and problems developed

24. Last month I was talking to an elder in that church

a. We had been friends for years

b. He told me that all of the time that Paul was doing great works, he was involved with another woman

c. One day Paul and my elder friend were praying and talking

d. Years later Paul said, “I almost confessed, almost came clean, but I didn’t want to ruin the great works.”

e. Finally God exposed that sin

f. My elder friend said that it has taken that church 5 years to move beyond that incident

g. It was not because of that affair, but because of the pretense

25. It is POSSIBLE to know Jesus, but Jesus NEVER know us

a. It is POSSIBLE to work for Jesus, but Jesus NEVER worked in us

b. It is POSSIBLE to call Jesus, “Lord”, but we NEVER make Jesus Lord

26. What’s the good news in all of this? JESUS IS INTENT NOT TO

a. Discourage, but to disclose

b. Shut us out of heaven, but to let us in

c. Center on what is wrong, but to show us what is right

d. Put down good works, but to lift up pure hearts

27. We focus so easily on externals

a. People fall all over great preaching, demon chasing and mighty works

b. People are eager to read the number of baptisms, attendance figures and weekly contributions

c. People count sermons preached, first time visitors, and perfect attendance records

d. Then comes the day when all we are is external

28. Jesus in the sermon on the mount calls us back to internals – Matthew 5:3-8

a. You are salt of the earth, don’t let your salt lose its taste

b. Don’t pray for public approval, go to your closet

c. Don’t give to get your name on a benefactor’s list, give so even your left hand doesn’t know what you put in

d. Don’t fast so people applaud, fast so nobody even knows it

e. Jesus calls us to know the Father, to know him so well that we do his will

29. It was an exciting day in heaven

a. There was an uproar at the pearly gates

b. There was celebration in the streets of gold

c. There was joy in the city four square

30. Messengers arrived from earth

a. A messenger reported on a preaching series that had just ended

b. He talked about Satan and raised the issue of mighty works

31. People in heaven waited for Jesus reaction – WHAT WOULD HE DO?

a. What did he think of the preaching?

b. He would say when he heard about the devil?

c. Would he reward the people who preached?

d. How would he respond when he heard the great news?

32. Finally Jesus came out to talk to the people on the Golden Square

a. The great crowd grew silent as the messengers responded

b. Messenger # 1 – I didn’t do much great preaching as I wanted.  But the first thing I wanted to say to you Jesus is this, “Thank you for using me when I was the weakest to do your greatest work.”

c. Messenger # 2 – I gave into the devil more than I kept him out, but I want to say this one thing to Jesus, “The only time I could keep Satan out was when my heart was so full of you that there was no room for him.”

d. Messenger # 3 – As I look back over my life I don’t think I did anything that classified as a mighty work.  My life was most only a small tiny light in a dark world, but I wan to say this, “I’m amazed at how far you made my little light shine.”  Finally Jesus, I’m just glad to be finally with you, it is what I’ve wanted all my life.”

33. Jesus listened to the messengers

a. He smiled and said,

b. “I’ve been expecting you”

c. “Welcome home.”

