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Main Text: “Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for you brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.  For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.   For, All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands forever.  And this is the word that was preached to you.  Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.  Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you  may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.  As you come to him, the living Stone - rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him – you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”……….1 Peter 1:22-2:5





In the Movie, Titanic - The ship started to sink


The wealthy people had upper decks, the poor were kept below


A wealthy woman approaches one of the staff members


She asks, “Will we be loading the life boats by class?”


Later there is a shot of pets of the wealthy people being put in life boats


While the doors of the lower decks are still locked


The lower decks are called “People of No Importance”





There was an (AP) Associated Press story out of Ocean Springs, Mississippi


There was a 40 year old man who owned a restaurant there


He immigrated from Laos in 1979


He didn’t want to reveal his real name to the US immigration officials


So he left his last name blank empty


Officials wrote in Unknown


That’s become his name


Nikone Unknown


This wife was Ratchanee Unknown, His son was Nick Unknown





I remember when I was a teenager


I would often go to Gospel meetings


We teenagers would get one of the adults to drive


We would agree on a time to drive to another city


They always asked me to walk to the end of the block


That’s where the main highway was


I would walk up there and wait








I remember one occasion


We had a set time to meet and I walked to the main highway


I waited.  They were 10 minutes, 20 minutes, 30 minutes late


After 40 minutes I figured that something was wrong


I went home and did not go to the Gospel Meeting


The next day I found out that they forgot me





We know that feeling - Rejection, Unwanted, Unimportant





First Peter is one place where people should not feel rejected is church


We are resident aliens in our own land, felt ostracized


Peter said, “If you are going to make it, you will have to stick together.”





Yet Peter’s goal is frightening


The church has no lower decks


The church has no unknowns


The church has no forgotten people


These are high goals – How?





For Peter’s the answer is based on God


1 Peter 1:3, 1:8 and 1:21 says that God is love


It is from God that we learn to love


But how do we find love in a lonely world?


Here are 3 points





#1 VERSE 1:22 SAYS TO “LOVE ONE ANOTHER FROM THE HEART”


Earnestly, deeply


From the heart is personally


The message is “Love One Another As If Your Lives Depend On It.”





Chris Seidman told about a man named Jake


He had just violated his 7th parole.  He had been convicted of child abuse


Chris helped lead Jake to Christ.  But it didn’t end with a Bible study or baptism


Chris kept meeting with Jake every day


A lifetime of sin takes more than 4 Bible Studies to overcome


It takes loving one another earnestly from the heart


That is what Chris Seidman did





One day Jake had to appear before the parole board


Chris went with Jake


20 other defendants were waiting their turn


The prosecutor spoke against Jake


The Parole Board spoke against him


Then Chris Seidman spoke about what happened in his life


The judge finally spoke


I have no choice under the law


I have to assign you a one year prison sentence


Jake and his family started to sob


The judge stopped, then started again


But if God can give you a 2nd chance, so can I


I give you a suspended sentence





In early January I heard about Dave


He had a wonderful wife and family


He had been a minister in one church for 25 years


He left the ministry and went into private work


He got involved with a woman at work


His life fell apart.  He lost his job and family





At the end of January I heard a different story


Men who had been Dave’s friends


Drove the whole way across the state


They stood at his side and held up his arms


They paved the way for him to repent of his wrongs


He was re-united with his family.  His job was restored





What was different between January 1st and January 31st


Dave had somebody who loved him earnestly from the heart


Dave had somebody who was there


For years Dave had spent time with other men


He prayed with them, knew them


When his life fell apart, they were there





Commandment: - LOVE ONE ANOTHER earnestly from the heart


Not just want to be loved, but to love


Not just for 5 minutes, but earnestly


Not just from a distance, but from the heart





# 2 - 1:23-25 - BUILD YOUR RELATIONSHIP ON SOMETHING 


	PERMANENT


We are perishable


We live only slightly longer than grass


What you see will not be here long


Do not build on grass


Build on the Word Of God














Every time we meet we focus on the Word of God


This is not a club, not a counseling center


This is a church.  We have a standard


We have something that reminds us of how to love





That is why we focus on the Word of God


That is why Sunday School the studies of the Word of God reminds us how 


	to love


That is why Reach Groups studies the Word of God.  It keeps that standard 


		in front of us.





I spent some time with a young couple


She loved the way his hair blew in the wind


She adored his deep bass voice


He found her trim figure so attractive


He admired the money that her family amassed





The more I talked with this couple, the more I realized that was all there was


They didn’t have a common faith


They didn’t have common values


They didn’t talk beyond superficial


They were building their relationship on the surface





Rob Gilbert tells about a teenage girl


He parents divorced and she became increasingly rebellious


Late on night a Policeman arrested her for DUI


Her mother had to go to the police station to pick her up


When her mother arrived she gave her daughter a small gift wrapped box


The daughter opened it and there was a small roc
