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Main Text:
“Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power.  For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.   The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  For God has put all things in subjection under his feet.  But when it says, ‘All things are put in subjection under him.  When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things under him, that God may be everything to ever one.”






1 Corinthians 15:24-28

1. Peter Lynch the Vice Chairman of Fidelity

a. In a November 2 interview was asked, “What is your outlook for the stock marker?

b. The marker is up or down over the last couple of years

c. I almost see people stopping to see what Peter Lynch will say

d. His answer is, “I’ve been trying to get the next years Wall Street Journal for 35 years

e. I’d even pay extra money to get it

f. I’d love to know what the future will hold, but that’s obviously impossible

2. Like Peter Lynch we would like to know the future too

a. How will the stock market do?  What will my house be worth in 10 years?

b. When will the war end?  What about the AIDA epidemic in Africa?

c. Will the Grizzles win?  Will school consolidation occur in Memphis?

3. We would also like to know our personal future

a. Will I get married? Have kids?  How will my kids turn out?

b. How long will I live? How will I die?  Will people remember me?

c. We would like to know the future.

4. 1 Corinthians 15:24 says, “Then comes the end”

a. Peter Lynch can’t get the next year’s Wall Street Journal, but we can know what happens at the end

b. Peter Jennings can’t tell you how the Gulf War ends, but we can know what happens at the end

c. Nobody can tell us how long we will live, but we can know what happens at the end

d. What happens at the end, “1 Corinthians 15:24-28

5. Two major activities will happen at the end.  Both start with the letter “D”

a. # 1 – Jesus will defeat all the enemies of God.  Every ruler, authority, power, sin and death….all enemies of God will be defeated by Jesus

b. # 2 – Jesus will deliver everything to God.  The kingdom, all things, the Christians,….even Jesus will be delivered up to God

6. The key element of the future is verse 28.  God may be everything to everyone

a. The New International Version of the Bible says, “God may be all in all”

b. The message is the “When everything and everyone is finally under God’s rule

7. When the end comes, all opposition will be gone

a. God will be the one before whom all will bow…be in all…with all…for all..will rule all

b. There will be no room for anybody except God

8. That’s what the future holds

a. God will be everything to everyone

b. God will be all in all

c. Everyone of us and everything we have will be under God’s rule

9. Do you sometimes feel – that’s coming to an end, you will be right beside God?

a. Far away from God as if he were in Mars?

b. Confused and can’t sort things out?

c. Worship is empty and I don’t seem to be in his presence?

d. Angry when things don’t go right and frustrated with obstacles?

e. Like to sin the same sin repeatedly and can’t make any progress?

f. Troubled with anxiety and disappointment and can’t find any peace?

g. Guilt over the way life has gone and can’t get out from under the weight?

h. Fearful of death and scared of dying?

i. Grief over the death of a loved one and can’t cope with the loneliness?

10. All that is coming to an end.

a. Jesus is going to destroy all that oppose God and keeps us from God

b. Jesus is going to deliver up all things and all people into the presence of God

11. That is WHAT the future holds

a. God will be everything to everyone

b. God will be all in all

c. Everyone of us and everything we have will be under God’s rule

d. How is that going to happen?  The issue come up later in the chapter

12. 1 Corinthians 15:51-52

a. Humans experience 3 different states:  Mortal life, death and immortality

b. At the end the people in the first 2 states will be moved to the 3rd state

c. People who are dead are not returned to mortal life.  They are moved from death to immortality

d. People who are alive will skip death and be moved directly to immortality

13. It will happen so quickly that we will not be able to watch it

a. It will take place in a moment

b. Faster than you can wink an eye, all the dead will be made immortal

c. In a moment, all the living will be make imperishable

14. The reason is that there was no eye witness of the account of the resurrection of Jesus

a. People saw Jesus in all 3 states:  living, death, immortal

b. Nobody saw him move from the dead state to the immortal state

c. There is a good reason.  It happens in a moment, faster than the blink of a eye

d. What happened to Jesus will happen to us

e. The perishable will be imperishable.  The mortal will be immortal

15. NOW THAT WE’VE BEEN TOLD

a. About the end

b. What will happen

c. How it will happen

16. Our response is in 1 Corinthians 15:54-57

a. Once we see WHAT AND HOW – the victory celebration breaks out

b. What we have here is a description of the worship

17. The worship is celebrating in advance what God is going to do in the future

a. We are still in mortal bodies, but we celebrate our immortality

b. We still live in a perishable world, but we claim victory of the imperishable world

1. Death walks our streets, but we know it will not be for long

2. Grief fills our hearts, but we can see the end to grief

3. Anger and anxiety bother us daily, but we can see days without anger and strife

4. Guilt and confusion often rule our lives, but we see a day when God rules all

18. That’s why we break out in worship

a. WORSHIP is celebration of the coming victory

b. Glorifying God for dealing with sin

c. Applauding the Father for removing the stings of life

19. We worship because God does what no human can ever do

a. We can go to the moon, but we can’t make perishable things imperishable

b. We can harden iron so that nobody can break it, but we can’t make iron imperishable

c. We can store a library on a CD, but we can’t make those words immortal

d. We can extend life through nutrition and medicine, but we can’t make any person imperishable

e. We can comfort the grieving, console the fretting, calm the angry, cheer the sad, cool the hateful, but only God can CLAIM THE VICTORY OVER ALL

20. One day God will do ALL THAT in a twinkling of an eye, HE WILL

a. Transform me from something that is wasting away to something that will never waste away

b. Change you from a body that has a expiration date to a body that will never expire

c. Transform me from a shell with a limited shelf life, to an existence without end

d. Change me from a life that constantly faces death to a life without end

21. 1 Corinthians 15:57 – Thanks be to God who gives us the victory

a. If Peter Lynch could tell you what the stock market would do in May, how would you feel about Peter Lynch?  You’d love Peter Lynch

b. If you were a soldier and Peter Jennings could tell you when the war would end, how would you feel about Peter Jennings?  You’d love Peter Jennings.

c. God has told you exactly what is going to happen in your future.  How do you feel about God who gives us victory?  We love God

22. When most sports events are over the winning team celebrates

a. Every player runs over the MVP (Most Valuable Player), to the hero of the day

b. Everybody jumps on the coach or quarterback or pitcher

c. They do it because they won the victory

23. But we don’t do anything to win this victory

a. Nobody here is the MVP, or the quarterback or coach or pitcher

b. This victory is handed to us

c. Jesus left heaven, died on a cross, fought forces of evil, and defeated every one

d. Then he turns around and gives us all the benefits of his victory

24. That’s not he way this life works

a. If Peter Lynch did know what the stock market would do in May, do you really think he’d call you?

b. If Peter Jennings did know when the war would end, do you really think you’d be the first he would tell?

c. But Jesus is giving all this to you

25. Yet all of this seems so far away

a. We are 2,000 years away from the resurrection of Jesus

b. We grow weary wondering if it will happen again

c. While we wait death stings us.  The enemies of God overrun us

d. It all seems so far away

26. Mark Ashton Smith is a 33 year old lecturer at Cambridge University

a. He was kayaking off the Isle of Wright, off the coast of England

b. The waters got rough and the kayak capsized

c. Mark tried to hang onto his craft, but the water was cold

d. He reached for his cell phone

e. His first thought was to call for his father

f. Mark knew that his father was 3,500 miles away in Dubai training British troops

g. He dialed the number and his father answered

h. Without delay his father called the British coast guard nearest to his son’s location

i. It turned out that the nearest coast guard was less than a mile away

j. Within 12 minutes a helicopter pulled Mark out of the water

27. Our life turns out stormy

a. We thought our craft would make it, but sin and death overturned it

b. We are sinking deep into the waters of mortality.  We are about to perish

c. In desperation we cry out to our Father

d. But he seems so far away, so distant

28. Then we come to

a. The resurrection, Jesus moving from death to immortality

b. Jesus moving from perished to imperishable

c. Jesus leaving a world of corruption to a world without corruption

d. Jesus dead in the tomb on Saturday and alive in eternity on Sunday

e. Resurrection was not just for Jesus, it was for all of us who believe

f. His resurrection reminds us that help is on the way

29. From our distress in the storm

a. We see God has the end all  planned

b. We see Jesus destroying our enemies

c. We see Jesus deliver us to the father

d. We see God being everything to everyone

e. God will be everything in every way at every moment

30. We have used the Jesus film on occasion at Highland Street Church of Christ

a. The film has been shown in the jungles of East Asia

b. It was the first time that people have ever seen a motion picture.  It was the first time they had every heard of Jesus

c. They were amazed to see Jesus heal the sick, love the children and teach

31. Then comes the trial of Jesus

a. When the Roman soldiers beat him, the people come unglued

b. They started yelling at the soldiers to stop.  They didn’t understand that it was a movie

c. When the soldiers didn’t stop, the people ran at the missionary running the projector

d. They said, “Make them stop.  Make them stop.”

e. The missionary explained that the story was not over

f. So they settled back down and watched the movie

32. Then came the crucifixion

a. The people began to cry and wail

b. It got to the point where nobody could hear the film

c. People were so stricken by the cross that they couldn’t bear to watch

d. The missionary turned off the projector until the people stopped crying

e. He told them that the story was not over.  They sat back down to watch the movie

33. Then came the resurrection

a. They knew Jesus had been dead, but they saw him walk out of the tomb

b. The people came unglued again, but this time it erupted into celebration

c. They were overjoyed and happy

d. The missionary did not stop the celebration

e. Because the celebration was exactly the right response

34.
Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory though our Lord Jesus Christ

