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Main Text:  “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be enrolled.  This was the first enrollment; when Quirinius was governor of Syria.  And all went to be enrolled, each to his own city.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  And while they were there, the time came for her to be delivered.  And she gave birth to her first born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and lad him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

Luke 2:1-7

Comment:
Harold Shank and Josh Patrick will combine to tell the story of the birth of Jesus.  They will tell about how God came to earth in the form of Jesus out of John 1.  Events will include the angel’s announcement to Mary and the announcement to Joseph.  The need that the couple had to go to Bethlehem, the birth and the wise men will be included, as well as the necessary trip to Egypt.  The outline below is Harold’s part of the story.

1. Mary wasn’t the only one who had a visit from the angel

a. Matthew 1:18-25 tells about another call

b. It takes up the same issue

2. The point is that if God came in human form, we would expect the extraordinary

a. That is what the angel explained to Mary

b. But one person had a hard time understanding it

c. That person was Joseph who was engaged to Mary

3. Joseph had 3 problems

a. He decided to give it some thought

b. He wanted to find a solution

4. Problem # 1 was that Mary was expecting a baby

a. They were engaged but not married

b. They were not ready to have a child

5. Problem # 2 was that Joseph did not know the father

a. He knew who wasn’t the father

b. He wasn’t sure how he was to process that 

6. Problem # 3 was about the future of Joseph and Mary’s relationship

a. Joseph loved Mary and didn’t want to shame her

b. He felt that ending the relationship quietly was the best thing

7. God solves problems

a. God sent an angel to Joseph

b. The angel had the solution to each issue

8. Solution # 3 – God said to go ahead with your marriage plans

a. Take Mary as your wife

b. Don’t go through with your divorce plans

9. Solution # 2 – The father of the baby is the Holy Spirit

a. Mary knew that, now Jesus does too

b. It is not too much of a surprise because God is good at making people

10. Solution # 3 – The baby was God in the flesh

a. Joseph is the step father of the Messiah

b. Joseph is the parent of Immanuel

11. Josh Patrick discusses the Census where Joseph and Mary take Jesus to Bethlehem

12. Once they arrived in Bethlehem, Jesus was born

a. Luke 2:5-7 gives a sparse account

b. Yet the subject of art is reading between the lines

c. We are struck by what didn’t happen and what did happen

13. What didn’t happen – NO

a. Hospital, birthing room, doctor, midwife, bed, privacy, hot boiling water, cows, horses, animals, straw is mentioned

b. But 3 things are mentioned

14. # 1 – Jesus is wrapped in swaddling clothes

a. Swaddling is an old English word for bandage

b. Swaddling clothes means long narrow strips to wrap up a baby

c. The propose of the swaddling clothes is to keep the limbs straight

15. # 2 – Jesus is put into a manger

a. A manger is a feeding trough for cattle

b. It is a stone basin that held feed

16. # 3 – There is no room at the inn

a. It was during tax time and all of the rooms were full

b. The family was placed with animals instead of people

17. It is a striking scene

a. It is the only time that God comes to earth as a baby

b. The world is not anxious to put him up for the night

c. The only place where there was room for Jesus was on a cross

d. But that would not stop God from coming in human flesh

18. Josh Patrick now talks about the shepherds

19. Long before the events in Bethlehem, wise men were watching stars

a. One star was new and brighter

b. They concluded that it marked the birthplace of a new king

20. The wise men did 2 things

a. They left to find him and arrived in Jerusalem

b. They asked King Herod for location

21. Herod did 2 things

a. He asked the chief priests and teachers of the law where the Christ was to be born.  The answer was Bethlehem

b. He sent the wise men to Bethlehem with instructions to relay the findings back to him

22. The wise men found Jesus in a house

a. They brought 3 gifts: gold (symbolizing Kingship), Frankincense (used in worship) and myrrh (which is used to wrap the dead).

b. Then the wise men from the east bowed down and worshiped him

23. Josh Patrick describes the flight to Egypt by Joseph, Mary and Jesus

24. When God comes in human flesh there is 3 responses

a. Suspicion and disbelieve, which was the response of Herod

b. Indifference, which was the response of the Chief Priest and teachers

c. Worship, which was the response of the shepherds and wise men

25. God still comes today – How do you respond?

a. Suspicion and disbelief

b. Indifference

c. Worship and obedience

