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Main Text:   And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it?  It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”         Mark 4:30-32





Many legends about Bear Bryant, late football coach of the University of 

	Alabama

The Bear sent one of his assistant coaches to recruit some players

The Bear took the young coach aside and said,

You’ll find a boy out there that when they knock him down, he stays down.

You’ll find a boy out there that when they knock him down, he gets up

The Assistant coach said, “That’s the boy we want at the University of Alabama

The Bear said, “No, that is not the boy we want.”

We want the boy who keeps knocking these other boys down



The Bear became famous because he Made A Difference

He wouldn’t settle for average, he wanted the best

He wanted his team to be on top



That is one thing we all want

We want to make a difference

We don’t want to be average, we want to be around the best

We don’t want to be on the bottom, we want to be on top



Jesus told a story about being on top

The top of a tree

He talks about one of the largest garden plants in Palestine

The tree would grow to 8-10 feet high

It has branches so big that birds can sit in it



The story is found 3 times in the Gospels

Mark 4, Matthew 13, and Luke 13

Jesus mentions one detail in Mark that is not in the others

The tree is so big that birds can not only sit on the branches

But they can be in the shade while they are sitting









I don’t know why Jesus added that detail

Maybe he was trying to impress them of the irony of the situation

Maybe it was a bit of humor

Picture birds sitting on branches in the shade

Sitting there with smiles on their faces



It is ironical because of where mustard tree starts

It is the smallest of seeds

Not an acorn, pine cone, or spore

But a mustard tree starts with the smallest of seeds

The seed is so small birds might pass it by

The seed they passed by would someday provide him with shade



Jesus is talking about the Kingdom of God

Who would have thought a baby born in a manger

Would begin a movement that lasted 2,000 years and reached every corner of the earth

Who would have thought that seeds as small as Peter, Andrew, James and John

Would become shade in which we all rest today

Small things in the hands of big God give shade to many people



Jesus often talked about little things that made big impressions

Just a cup of cold water

Just a lost coin

Just a one talent man

Just a widow’s mite

Just a mustard seed



The days of planting mustard seed are not over

If we plant mustard seeds, God will give us mustard trees

If we plant mustard seeds, God will make us smile in the shade

If we plant mustard seeds, God will bring on the Kingdom of God



Today I call you to the mustard seed business

In the gospel of Mark, Jesus is shown as the servant

Mark 10:45 - “For the Son of Man also came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

In Mark Jesus goes to the cross to teach us about service

Plant a small seed of service

Stand back and watch it grow

If you want to have a mustard tree, you must plant a mustard seed









Mustard seeds comes in packages

It presents us with small opportunities to plant

You may have as many mustard plants going as you can handle

You may have other mustard seeds you want to plant

These are mustard seeds you can plant in connection with this church



# 1 - ENCOURAGEMENT GROUP

  Doug Fields, youth minister in California

He was playing soccer with his 10 year old daughter in their front yard

Several neighborhood children joined them

At one point Doug kicked the ball and it hit his daughter on her shin

“Ouch,” she said.  She was okay and kept on playing.

Later Caleb, the neighbor boy, yelled at her

He said, “You are lousy at defense.”

About 5 minutes later the daughter went into her house

Doug followed her in after a few minutes

He found her crying on the stairs

She said, “Daddy, my shin hurts where you hit me.”

Doug said, “Which hurts worse, your shin or what Caleb said?”

She said, “Oh Daddy, how did you know?”



The 10 year old reminds us that the world is short on encouragement

I have never heard anybody say, “I’m all encouraged out.”

Nobody ever comes complaining to the elders

“I’m sick and tired of being encouraged all of the time

I get encouraged to serve, I get encouraged in Sunday School, in Reach Groups, on Sunday Night and Wednesday Night

If you don’t stop encouraging me, I’m going to move to another church



I have got 5 file cabinets in my office

Another 4 or 5 in my closet

There are articles, lesson outlines, illustrations

Do you know what my most valuable file is?

It is 5 folders where I have collected all the encouraging letters you have written me.  Every single one 

They are my gold, my treasure

Each one is a mustard seed that for me has grown into a wonderful tree



A couple of years ago David Ralston decided to encourage one of our singles

He took her aside

He pointed out some of her best qualities

He encouraged her to think about ministry

That woman was Monica Moreland

For the last 4 years she has served as one of our missionaries to Ukraine

Mustard Seed



Chris Seidman preaches for the Gateway Church of Christ in Pensacola, FL

A month ago a couple of their elders and staff visited us at Highland

Chris told me, “You encouraged us so much”

We have a School Store just like you

Highland Street Church of Christ is our model.  You encourage us so much

Mustard Seed



Encouragement is a crucial mustard seed

If you did not check anything else on that card, would you check that you 

	will encourage

Will you go to the store today and buy a box of cards and start mailing 

	them out

Will you put a note on the bathroom mirror to encourage one person today

Will you plant a mustard seed



# 2 - SERVICE GROUP

Teaching in Sunday School

Working Parents Night Out

etc.



Highland Street children Sunday School

There are 303 children from 0-6th grade

Each quarter takes 105 teachers to operate

That is 420 teachers per year



Serving is planting a mustard seed

Ben Wall is a minister in Oklahoma

He came up to me when I was in Colorado

He told me he heard me speak in California

He wanted to tell me that a man from Tennessee made a difference in his life

I didn’t know Ben Wall

I didn’t remember the speech I gave

But Ben Wall knew me.  Ben Wall remembered my words



David Skidmore is a youth minister in Knoxville, Tennessee

David came to the University of Memphis to major in communication

While he was here he decided to become a minister

Do you know why he decided to become a minister?

Robin Bennett, Amy Black, Ashley Hodge, Stephen Jerkins, Willy Young

They and a few others were 7th graders

He taught their class for 2 years

That class made such a deep impression on David

That he changed the whole course of his life

Mustard Seed



Craig Smith grew up at Highland Street Church of Christ

He is now a minister at the University Church of Christ next to the 

	University of Alabama

In charge of Youth In Action, a youth rally of about 2 thousand teens

I asked Craig, “Why did you decide to become a minister?”

He said that when he was a teenager, two times you asked me to speak on Sunday Night

I was such an encouraging experience that I decided to go into ministry

I remember sitting in your office as you helped me put together a 5 minute talk

It changed my life

Mustard Seed



Not long ago Kate LaVelle talked to a group

She talked about what was the most influential thing that happened to you

	at church?

She mentioned 2 things

I was in the 5th grade Sunday School class with David Ijams

I’ll never forget how David led us through the Bible

Mustard Seed



Serving is crucial to Mustard Seed

If you did not check anything else on the card, would you check that you 

	will serve

Will you teach, work Parent’s Night Out

Will you plant a mustard seed?



# 3 - SEEKING LOST GROUP

Praying for revival

Praying for a specific person to come to Christ



Red and Marie Banks

Married for 57 years.  They go to the 2nd service and sit on the 2nd pew

For 45 years Marie Banks came by herself

She prayed everyday that Red would come

Finally after 45 years, Red came

He was baptized in a swimming pool

Mustard Seed















When Chris Fuller retired from the Navy

He started working in the bus ministry at the Millington Church of Christ

He worked 70-85 hours per week

A couple of weeks ago, I ran into a young couple

She gave me this note

Today this couple is serving a Youth Ministers for a church in San Diego, California

Mustard seed



Evangelism is crucial mustard seed

If you didn’t check anything else on that card, would you check that you 

		will evangelize

Will you pray for one person to come to Christ

Will you pray for revival to come

Will you plant a mustard seed



Let me read you a list of names

Shammua, Shaphat, Igal, Hoshea, Gaddiel, Gaddi, Ammiel, Sethur, Nahbi

	Geuel

Raise your hand if you know who those people are.

Hint:  All well known leaders in Israel



These are the 10 spies

Men so famous that they were picked to represent a nation

Men so fearful they would not plant their mustard seed

Today nobody knows their name

But 2 men planted their mustard seed

Caleb, and Joshua

Much of the Old Testament is about the Mustard Tree they planted

	






