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Romans 12:13

 Part 1

1. We might call Romans 12:9-21 the USA Today Bible

a. USA Today newspaper is famous for its nuggets

b. The place  in the world news nuggets

c. Inside the newspaper is news nuggets from the 50 states

2. Romans 12:9-21 is 30 nuggets of the Christian life

a. 30 high expectations of Christians

b. 30 actions that follow the thinking of Romans 12:1-3

c. 30 ways of being a living sacrifice

3. Romans 12:13 is nugget # 12 – (1 of 30 actions)

a. Why does God call us to give?

b. How can he expect this?

c. What theology drives giving?

d. There are 2 points here

4. # 1 – We give because God gave to us (See Romans 11:33-35)

5.
We often have “limited resources” view of giving

a. It is like only one pie, if I give away a big piece, I will have less for me

b. If I have only $1, if I give away $.25, I only have 75 cents for me

6.       Romans 11:33-35 counters that view

a. Not about the gift God gives but about the source

b. Not about water, but about the well

c. Not about cash, but about the bank account

d. Not about the pie, but about the bakery (Romans 11:33-35)

7 Wisdom of God is called riches

a. God has given us of his wisdom

b. But he has so much wisdom it didn’t make a dent

c. Imagine being on a game show with God

d. Choose history – God was there when it happened

e. Choose current events – God knows before CNN

f. Choose famous authors – God knows their hearts

8. Try to trace out his paths ands ways

a. God is the ultimate frequent flyer

b. Visit the Garden of Eden, The Red Sea, The Jordan River –God’s been there


9. Who wants to stand up and say “God owes me?”

a. God makes the rich uncle look cheap

b. So you think you gave a big check last week

c. Do you want to take a look at what God has given you

d. There isn’t a hard drive around that could contain the list of what God gave you

10. When we contribute to the needs of the saints

a. Do it within the context of God who has unlimited resources

b. God is not limited to the number on our bank account

c. God is not limited to total in our wallet

11. In Romans we give because God gives to us

a. Romans 5 summarizes the gift in 2 ways

b. Romans 5:5 is about the gift and package

c. God is love, the power in the Holy Spirit

d. God wrapped the gift before I was born

e. Romans 5:15 is about the 2nd gift and package

f. God is grace, the Power is Jesus

g. The gift is given to all who want it

h. There is no shortage of presents from God

12. # 2 – We Give In Different Ways (Romans 12:4-8)

13.
Romans 12 is more about giving than we first see

a. Verse 1 – we are to present our bodies as living sacrifices

b. Verses 3 and 6 talks about the grace given to us

c. Verse 8 is about those who contribute should give liberally

d. Verse 8 is about givers of aid and acts of mercy

e. Verse 13 is about contributing to the needs of the saints

f. Verse 13 says we are to be “given to hospitality”

g. Verse 20 says that if we have an enemy we should give him food and drink

14.   The point is that we are all given things

a. Not all have received the same gift

b. Your gift is not better than mine

c. My gift is not better than yours

d. God doesn’t  give worthless gifts

e. Despite what we have been given

f. God asks us to give some back, to share

15. When it comes to Romans 12:13 we can’t say

a. I can’t give, because Romans 12 says we all have gifts

b. My gift is not important, because Romans 12 says that all gifts are important

16. Romans 12:13 is about giving

a. The RSV (Revised Standard Version of the Bible) says to contribute to the 

Needs of the saints

b. The NIV (New International Version of the Bible) says to share with 

God’s people who are in need

17. The word “Contribute” and “Share” are striking

a. It is used again in Romans 15:27.  In the context Paul has made travel 

plans to Spain

b. He is taking money to Jerusalem that the people in Greece took up a 

collection 

c. The Jews shared spiritual blessings with the Gentiles

d. Now the Gentiles shared material blessings with the Jews

18. Other uses of the same word

a. Philippians 4:14 talks about those that shared in Paul’s troubles

b. 1 Timothy 5:22 talks about sharing in another person’s sin

c. Hebrews 2:14 discuss the fact that Jesus shared in our flesh and blood nature

d. 1 Peter 4:13 says that we share in Christ’s suffering

19. Share or Contribute in Romans 12:13 meant investment, involvement and identification

a. Identify with the needs of saints and make them our needs

b. Identify with a lot of fellow Christians and throw ourselves in

20. This text is not just saying give a few dollars

a. Not just share your toys with others

b. Not just add a little bit to your check

21. The text requires us to say

a. If we didn’t make the special contribution on December 12, if we fall short

b. Our investment in others, our sharing with them

c. The text requires us to say to the elders, we didn’t give enough

d. Let us give some more

e. Because we want to share in the needs of the saints

22. If Anthony Wood comes back and says, “The saints didn’t have enough to get by”

a. The text requires us to say, “That’s not right”

b. We are in the Christian walk together

c. Let’s pass the plate again

23. Our culture tells us what to say when the church calls for money

a. The culture tells us to say, “Their always asking for money

b. The text requires us to say the exact opposite

c. We should be a people who go to the elders and say, “Can we give some more?”

d. We should go to the elders and ask, “Why didn’t you ask again?”

24. In Mid October I said Romans had 2 images

a. Romans 1-11 was image # 1

b. Romans 12-16 was image # 2

c. I built those images around sacrifice

d. Now I think there are 3 images in Romans

25. Image # 1

a. Imagine a pile of stones with wood on top and the fire burning

b. People standing around with lambs and cows penned up near by

c. The altar of burnt offering and the stones stained with blood

d. God comes along with his son Jesus

e. God puts Jesus on top of the fire and offers him as a sacrifice

26. By sacrificing Jesus he

a. Frees us from our sin

b. Clears a way so we can be friends with him

c. Pays the penalty we owed

d. Image # 1 is Jesus on top of the fire

27. Romans 12-16 is image # 2

a. The same stone and wood and fire and altar and crowd

b. Jesus is on top of the altar as the sacrifice with God standing nearby

c. Now God asks me to crawl up on top of Jesus

d. I put my body on the fire as a living sacrifice

e. I crawl up on the back of Jesus

28. Image # 3

a. Jesus is on the altar

b. God turns to me and asks, “Will you be a living sacrifice?”

c. As I crawl up on the back of Jesus, I realize I am not alone

d. Others are crawling to the back of Jesus

e. When I crawl up on the back of Jesus you are there

f. Some of the people on the back of Jesus are from the inner city

g. We are living sacrifices together

29. Since the early 1990’s we have taken up a Special Contribution for the poor

a. We have given away turkeys and blankets

b. We have sponsored clothing and furniture giveaways

c. We have sent urban ministers and volunteers to the Life Skills Lab

d. The striking thing is we now have saints in the city

30. Coby Hill works at the Frayser Mission Church

a. He studied the Bible with Cee.  Cee became a believer

b. Then Cee disappeared

c. Coby saw him limping across the housing project in October

d. Coby started to tease Cee about playing too hard

e. Cee opened up and said that members of a gang had beat him up

f. He hadn’t played too much basketball

g. He got too close to the violence  of the city

h. Cee is on the back of Jesus with you

31. In September of this year I was at Jimmy Jones house in West Memphis

a. Jimmy showed me the 2 of 4 places where bullets entered his body

b. 2 on his side and 2 on his legs

c. A drug deal on the levy had gone bad, he was 23

d. The other guy shot first

e. 1 of the bullets ripped his spinal cord

f. Now Jimmy is in a wheel chair for the rest of his life

32. After that experience he became a Christian

a. The bullet left him unable to walk physically

b. But it led him to begin to walk spiritually

c. He now leads singing at the Wonder City Church of Christ

d. He does the Lord’s Supper from a Wheel chair

e. He gives talks to kids and does a Jesus rap

f. He is strong, handsome and now a saint

33. Imagine that scene

a. Jimmy rolled his wheelchair up to the altar

b. God asked Jimmy to climb on the altar

c. Jimmy got out of the chair and climbed up on the back of Jesus

d. Now we are there together, you and Jimmy

34. Last summer a family was converted in West Memphis

a. A couple of Sundays later the father came up to speak

b. He said, “Everything my family is wearing this Sunday,”

c. Every last bit of clothing came from people at church

d. That family is on the back of Jesus

35. Bobby Hemphill spoke at Highland Street Church of Christ one Sunday night in August

a. One year ago he was an alcoholic, unemployed and going nowhere

b. He encountered the Frayser Mission Church and it changed his life

c. In August he preached at our church.  I shared the pulpit with him

d. In August we were both on a team looking at an old bank building for a place to have church

e. I had my doubts.  I thought the building was too fancy.  It will intimidate the ones that might come

f. Bobby Hemphill looked around and said, “This will be just fine, this will be just fine.”

g. Bobby Hemphill is on the back of Jesus with us

36. Contribute to the needs of the saints

a. One of the nuggets fo what it means to be in Christ

b. One piece of being a living sacrifice

c. Is what we do today, December 10, 2000

d. Our goal is $150,000 plus $30,000

Part 2

37. But what is going on in the Special Contribution goes far beyond that

a. I visited an east coast church last summer

b. I listened to Ann, who had worked in our Work Camp and Sunday School

c. The teenagers were helping the poor

d. I realized that congregation had been influenced by Highland Street Church of Christ

38. In October of this year I was in Los Angeles

a. A man from Portland, Oregon came up to me

b. He was part of a group starting a new church in the Inner City

c. He said, “You don’t know how much your experience in Memphis means to us.”

d. Thank you for what you do

39.
Jared Looney trained to do Inner City work at the Downtown Church

a. In June of 2001, he is planting a church in New York City

b. Two of the current apprentices at the Downtown Church are moving to Cincinnati in May of 2001

c. They are working with two churches of Christ there to start a new church

d. Two apprentices at the Frayser Mission Church are moving to Atlanta in May

e. They will be working with the North Atlanta Church of Christ to plant a new church in that inner city

40.      When Highland Street Church of Christ started this special contribution to                                  the poor in 1990

a. There were Inner City ministries sponsored by churches of Christ in about 10 US cities

b. Today there are ministries in over 70 US cities

c. I just talked to a group of 5 who started PUMP – in Portland

d. In October I met with a group led by a family practice MD CP in LA

