SAY IT AGAIN
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Philippians 4:4-9

Main Text:
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let all men know your forbearance.  The Lord is at hand.  Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; and the God of peace will be with you.










Philippians 4:4-9

1. By now you must have heard about the Special Contribution on May 18 for World Missions and Memphis Urban Ministry

a. We are seeking $140,000 that day 

b. It is the first of two annual special contributions

2. God has led us into marvelous efforts in our own city

a. USA is the 3rd most unreached nation in the world

b. The majority of those live in the city

c. There are one half mission unchurched people in Memphis.  There are 125,000 unchurched children

3. As we review the past 10 years, God is to be praised

a. There are 7 new churches in the area, 5 in the city

b. A homeless man now leads singing

c. A woman on crack now mentors teenage girls

d. Children who had nobody to trust, now have a place of security

e. Anthony Wood, and others lead the way

4. We can also see God’s hand in our World Missions

a. 30 years ago Papa New Guinea was largely untouched by the gospel

b. Joe Cannon and others told people about Jesus

c. Now we are in the 3rd generation of that ministry

d. No longer are Americans spreading the Gospel, it is the people of Papua New Guinea

e. No longer are Americans training the preachers, it is the people of Papua New Guinea

5. 15 years ago we lived in fear of the USSR and communism

a. People in Kiev made missiles aimed at our cities and we aimed missiles at their cities

b. Now we call them brothers and sisters, numerous churches and a Christian University and UEC

c. When I think of what God has done, I get dizzy

6. A few years ago Nathan Luther and I fixed up Work Camp houses

a. Before the teens came to paint, we would fix rotten wood

b. Now Nation Luther is a national leader in ministry in the Philippines

c. It is another 3rd generation effort

d. Nathan and Karen Luther are not front line evangelist, but they are training nationals to minister to their own people

7. When we hear about Special Contributions, if we are honest, we have several reactions

a. 1. – To ignore it.  I’m a visitor, or I’m a teenager, or I’m retired.  This special contribution doesn’t’ apply to me.  Most us have learned how to ignore request for money.  I open mail on the kitchen island.  It takes me about 7.2 seconds to determine that certain piece of mail is asking for money. I’ve learned to ignore many appeals.

b. 2 – Become angry over it. – We get tired of people always wanting our money.  We say or think: Church is always asking for money.  It is especially frustrating to be asked for money when we have needs ourselves.   Most of us are looking for somebody to love us and care for us.  Instead of love, we get solicitations.  We know about anger.

c. 3 – We are anxious over it.  Every special contribution raises the possibility that we want get enough.  I know a number of people who wring their hands over church finances.  Every request for funds seems to have an implied statement:  We’ll have to bring a missionary home if we don’t get the money.  I hope you can sleep at night knows that children will not eat because you are stingy.  We know about anxiety.

d. 4 – Shame over it.  Raising money seems so unspiritual.  I know there is a young person struggling with faith.  Others are grieving over loss, people who are facing extremely bad news. I am the one that gets to stand before you and say, we need your money.  I often feel a burden, an embarrassment about this whole process.

8. Paul raises the issue of a special contribution in Philippians 4

a. I immediately identify with Paul because he does with Philippians what I have to do with you

b. I suspect our missionary family and people who work in the inner city for us identify with Paul

c. Because they have the same relationship to you that Paul had with Philippians

d. Yet when we look at his treatment of money, the reactions we have just don’t fit

9. # 1
Paul doesn’t ignore the issue of money

a. It is striking in the most positive book in the New Testament, the issue of money is raised

b. Student of Paul noticed it comes at the end

c. They try to make something out of that.  He didn’t want to deal with it

d. But he does

e. In fact, people who talk most about money in the Bible are Jesus and Paul

10. # 2 Paul doesn’t get angry

a. Perhaps he had a right to get angry

b. According to Philippians 1, people were taking advantage of the fact that he was in prison

c. It would be pretty easy to write a nasty note to Philippians.  He I am rotting in jail

d. You get to go to Starbucks every day and I don’t.  It really upsets me

e. The closest he gets to being angry is in verse 10.  Apparently funds from Philippi have arrived late

f. Paul doesn’t get angry

11. # 3 Paul doesn’t get anxious

a. When we read Philippians we don’t get the impression that Paul is running over to the prison guard every 5 minutes

b. Has the mail come?  Are there any letters from Philippians?  Any checks?

c. In fact, Philippians 4 is a the Bible’s greatest text on being anxious about nothing

d. Paul is not worried about money

12. # 4 – Paul is not ashamed

a. Paul would never say, “We interrupt our worshi to take up a collections.”

b. I’m sorry, but our praise will have to wait while we take care of business

c. In fact, it is Paul who teaches us that giving is worship

d. No shame here

13. What we get from Paul goes in a completely different direction (Phil 4:4, 10)

a. The appeal for funds is wrapped in joy

b. The issue of money comes in a box labeled rejoice

c. The concern about finances is listed under the command to have joy

d. This puts a wrench in a bad mood about the special contribution

e. This seems to work at 2 levels

14. # 1 – On the surface Paul is saying to spend wisely

a. The text is not so much about how we spend our money, but how we spend our lives

b. For many of us raising the issue of money leads us to ignorance, anger, anxiety and shame

c. This text tells us that there is a better way to spend our lives

15. Listen to what he says – Philippians 4:6-9

a. Do you want to make an investment with your life?

b. Don’t’ invest energy in ignoring things, having anger, anxiety or shame

c. Invest your energy in joy, peace, thanksgiving, and the higher virtues of life

16. Life is like a fuel tank

a. We begin each day with so much fuel

b. Ignoring things takes up fuel

c. Anger is a gas hog, it drains fuel

d. Anxiety is another investment with poor returns

e. Shame is almost a waste of energy

17. I find myself wasting the precious fuel God give me

a. The sin that most plagues my life is anxiety

b. I have so much experience with worry, that I should get an honory degree in it

c. Yet none of that worry helps me with my life

d. It is like taking fuel and just pouring it our on the ground

18. Listen to what he says “Rejoice in the Lord, I say it again Rejoice”

a. Why does he repeat himself?  We just don’t’ get it

b. We insist on building walls so we can ignore what God is asking us to do

c. We get angry and burn up our energy in frustration

d. We become anxious and worry life away

e. We let shame overwhelm us to where we have no power left

19. The alternative is to rejoice in the Lord

a. When we rejoice in God, we thank God, pray to God and think about Godly things

b. What happens?  We get peace, contentment and in the process glorify God

c. On the surface, spend yourself wisely

20. # 2 – Deeper down, Paul is saying to spend yourself in worship

a. You may say that there is nothing about worship in the text

b. Look again……..this whole text is about worship

c. Verse 4 – Rejoice in the Lord

d. Verse 6 – Pray and thank God

e. Verse 7 – The peace of God will come into your soul. Your hearts and minds will be in Christ Jesus

f. Verse 18 – The gifts you sent are a fragrant offering to God

g. Verse 18 – the money we give is a sacrifice

h. Verse 18 – God sees our fits as something acceptable and pleasing

i. Verse 20 – to God the Father be glory for ever and ever

j. This text is about worship

21. When Paul says Rejoice in the Lord.  HE IS NOT SAYING

a. Sing with a smile on your face, be happy that you have the Holy Spirit and not cancer

b. Enjoy your worship…..oh good, they were going to sing my song

22. When Paul says, “Rejoice in the Lord” HE IS SAYING FIND JOY

a. In total dependence on God in the assurance of the ultimate victory

b. In the fact that God is in charge. In reality that it doesn’t’ depend on us

23. Rejoice in the Lord is 

a. Not a mood, but a mindset

b. Not a disposition, but a dependence

c. Not a temperament, but a confidence

24. Paul links this deep Rejoice in the Lord with money for a good reason

a. Money is one place where we enter this deep “Rejoice in the Lord”

b. When money is raised, we have a choice

c. Will I respond to this issue about money in a physical way?

d. Or will I respond in a spiritual way?

25. Paul’s “Rejoice in the Lord” and confidence in the Lord didn’t depend on the Philippians giving money

a. Can you imagine how fee he must have felt?

b. Who would you rather trust for your life?  The Philippian Church of Christ or the Lord Jesus Christ

c. Paul wasn’t’ waiting around for the checks to come in the mail

d. He was in praying and thanking God for luxuriating in the peace that passes understanding

26. Paul didn’t ignore, or be angry, or anxious or feel shameful about the money issue

a. It is not because he has stoic self control, or that he didn’t care about money

b. He was operating out of a deep joy that he found in the Lord

27. Rejoice in the Lord – Say it out loud.  Say it again

a. It is not a mood, it is a mindset

b. It is not a shallow, “Be happy.”  But, it is a deep sense of dependence

28. Note two widely separate verses illustrates how Paul rejoiced in the Lord

a. Philippians 2:17 – Paul was willing to be poured out on their behalf

b. Philippians 4:18 – Paul says, “I am filled.”

29. Paul gives his life of anxiety, anger, his physical self, his shame and his money

a. He poured it all out 

b. He poured it all out in total dependence on God

c. Then when he looked in the bucket, it was full

30. If we don’t empty our buckets, there is no room for God to pour in

31. # 1 – Some of our buckets are full of ignoring the call of God

a. We spend our entire lives building up walls so God cant’ get in

b. Our buckets are full of bricks and cement and they get heavy

c. God wants to fill your bucket with peace and contentment

d. But you have got to empty it first

32. # 2 – Some of our buckets are full of anger

a. We have got bitterness, and grudges that are heavy

b. I have met people who have carried bitterness for 30 years

c. They keep it in that bucket and will not let it out

d. God has a peace that he want to give you

e. But you have got to empty your bucket first

33. # 3 – Some of our buckets are full of anxiety

a. I’m on familiar ground here

b. I’ve emptied more stress and worry from my bucket thatn I can imagine

c. When I empty it, I always experience his peace

d. But you have to empty it first

34. # 4 – Some of us have buckets filled with shame

a. We don’t want to look anybody in the eye because of what’s in our bucket

b. Guilt, shame and regret rattle around in the bucket

c. It keeps God from filling it with rejoice and contentment

d. We have to empty our bucket

35. # 5 – Some of us have buckets filled with money

a. We work so hard to get money in, we look and it is still not full

b. We work another 15 hour day, or we take a 2nd job

c. Still the bucket is not full enough

d. God can’t fill your bucket till you empty it

