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Main Text:
“Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover.  And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom; and when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem.  His parents did not know it, but supposing him to be in the company they went a day’s journey, and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintances; and when they did not find him they returned to Jerusalem, seeking him.  And three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions; and all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.  And when they saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, Son, whey have you treated us so?  Behold your father and I have been looking for you anxiously.  And he said to them, How is it that you sought me?  Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?  And they did not understand the saying, which he spoke to them.  And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in her heart.  And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man.










Luke 2:41-52

1. Paul Tillich and Albert Outer identified the greatest problems of each age

a. In the ancient cultures it was fear

b. And the greatest need was security

c. In the middle ages the greatest problem was guilt

d. And the greatest need was for forgiveness

e. In the 20th century the greatest problem was anxiety

f. And the greatest need was reassurance

g. In the 21st century the greatest problem will be confusion and chaos

h. And the greatest need will be clarity

i. Confusion will be in one of three ways: The Blind, the Bland, and the Buffeted

2. # 1 – The Blind – Those that think on the right side, but are on the wrong one

3.
Myron Augsburger is a New Yorker working on the 6th floor

a. A 7 foot fluorescent light went out

b. A call to the maintenance area produced no help

c. He took out an old bulb, measured it, ran to the stairs and replaced it

d. 5 PM came and he did not know what to do with the old burned out bulb

e. He remembered the construction dumpster near home

f. He carried the 7 foot bulb down the street, into the subway and onto the train

g. How do you sit down on a train with a 7-foot bulb?  So he stood

h. At the next station 5 people got on and 4 of them thought the bulb was part of the train

i. They grabbed onto the bulb, thinking they were holding on to the rail

j. The man didn’t know what to do.  How do I tell these people this is a bulb?

k. It finally hit him, all he had to do was to let go

l. Somewhere down the line there would be the last person on the train

m. They would realize that they were not holding a rail, but a burned out bulb

4. Augsburer is saying that people live as if they are blind

a. They don’t know that they are holding on to the wrong thing

b. Confusion comes when what they thought was solid is not that at all

5. # 2 – Bland – People who what what life has dished up

6. I was talking to a man in June of 2000

a. He has a good position in a well known company

b. He makes a great salary and has 6 weeks yearly vacation

c. He has a good family, a great house and a nice car

d. But he hates what he does

e. He is literally counting the days until he retires.  It will be in 8 years

f. He lives for Friday at 5:00 PM

g. He spends his weekends and vacations in a trailer next to a trout stream

7. Many people are confused because life is so bland

a. They are not doing what they want

b. They are not going where they want to go

c. They are not accumulating what they want to accumulate

d. They are not living the way that they want to live

e. They think they are holding the rail, but they are holding a burned out bulb

8. # 3 – Buffeted – People are confused because of resistance they get in live

9.
Laura Nash teaches ethics at Harvard

a. She wrote a book called Believers in Business

b. It is filled with stories of Christians in the marketplace

c. It is based on a study of 60 evangelical CEO’s (Chief Executive Officers) around the nation

d. She points out that even people doing what they want find tension

e. They are caught between a big paycheck and serving God

f. They have people needs versus profit obligations

g. They have struggles between family versus work

h. She lists 7 tensions faced by people who love work

10. Many are confused because they didn’t expect resistance on the right road

a. I love my job and I love my life

b. But why is there so much tension?

c. Why is it so confusing?

11. How do we find purpose in a world of confusion?

a. How do we keep from holding on to a burned out bulb

b. How do we find significance rather than blandness

c. How do we sort out the resistance we get?

d. The answer is in an unusual place.  It is the story of a 12 year old

12. Luke 2:41-52

a. It is the only story of Jesus as a child.  It is only recorded in Luke

b. It contains the first recorded words of Jesus

13. The group traveling to Nazareth left the city without Jesus

a. It appears that Jesus intentionally stayed behind

b. It was not a case of being late for the plane

c. The group traveled the whole day without Mary and Joseph missing Jesus

d. When they find out, there became a frantic search for the child

e. Apparently it was one day back to Jerusalem, and one day to search for Jesus

f. On the 3rd day they locate Jesus in the temple.  They ask him why?  Don’t you know that we have been looking for you…….

g. Jesus goes home with them and grows into a man that God meant him to be

14. The story is filled with confusion

a. Tension, worry, misunderstanding in four different ways

15. # 1 – There was confusion about his safety

a. Jesus was never in danger, but Mary and Joseph think that he is

b. Imagine Mary’s thoughts…God made her a virgin mother

c. Her son was to be the Messiah

d. Now she has lost him

e. How do you find one boy in a city?

f. What if people from another country took him home

g. What will he eat, where is he sleeping?

h. The first part of the story is confusion about safety

16. # 2 – Confusion about possible betrayal

a. Jesus never intended to hurt Mary and Joseph, but it was not clear until the end

b. When they found him in the temple

c. Because apparently he was not lost, but stayed intentionally

d. Perhaps Mary is angry and upset

e. Why have you treated us so?  Why didn’t you tell us?

f. Do you have no concern for our feelings?

g. Didn’t you know I’ve been worried sick?

17. # 3 – Confusion about what really happened

a. Jesus is surprised that they did not know where to look

b. Why would you look all over the city?

c. Why do you think I would be in the market, or at the pool of Siloan, or in the Kidron valley?

d. It seemed obvious to him that he would be in the Temple

e. Mary and Joseph didn’t see it at all.  What are we missing here?

f. What did the 12-year-old know that we didn’t know?

18. # 4 – Confusion about his development

a. Will Jesus grow up to be the Messiah?

b. How does the child sort out being a child and being the savior in waiting?

c. But Jesus doesn’t  insist on staying in the temple

d. Jesus goes with his parents and does what they want

e. He does well in school and develops physically

f. Mary makes a mental note of all of this

g. After losing him in the city, after losing him intellectually

h. She is concerned that she finish her job as a mother

19. The story is confusion

a. Jesus doesn’t feel lost, but his parents think he is lost

b. Jesus doesn’t understand why they would look all over the city because it is obvious to him the he would be in the temple

c. Jesus feels secure and his parents are insecure

d. The temple leaders are impressed with Jesus.  Mary and Joseph are not impressed with what he’s done

e. Jesus understands  why he is there, but his parents do not understand why he is there

f. Jesus feels the need to be in the temple, but he goes to be with Mary and Joseph

20. At one level the story is good for us to hear

a. We feel confusion in our life

b. We think we are holding on to the rail, but really it is a burned out bulb

c. We are caught in a job that we don’t like, but the money is good

d. Or we love our job, but it regularly creates tension for us

e. We live in a world of chaos, we want so much a world of purpose

21. We don’t expect Jesus to be in that same confusion

a. So often in the Gospels he is pictured as one who knows his purpose

b. Luke 4:16-18 – In his hometown church, he knew his purpose

c. Luke 4:43 – In the pressures of life, but he knew his purpose

d. Luke 19:10 – There was demands on his time, but he knew his purpose

e. Luke 24:46-449 – His last words were about purpose

22. But at the age of 12 he is caught in the middle of confusion

a. Surely Mary and Joseph had told Jesus of earlier events

b. Such things are hard to keep secret

c. An angel had appeared to his relative Zechariah

d. Elizabeth gave birth at an old age

e. His mother was a virgin when he is conceived

f. The Angelic hosts and the shepherds and the magi visit

g. There were deaths of baby boys in Bethlehem

h. There was a trip to Egypt

i. There were certain things that Simeon and Anna said in the temple

23. Yet even at 12, even in the midst of confusion, Jesus knows the purpose in God

a. Translators differ on how to render his words

b. Some translate, “Do you not know I must be in my father’s house?”

c. The word “House” is not there, but he is in the temple

d. Some translate, “Do you not know I must be about my father’s business?”

e. The word “Business” is not there, but he is talking about God’s business

24. Jesus purpose is rooted deeply in God – IN THE MIDST OF CONFUSION HE KNOWS

a. Who he is……Where to go….What questions to ask

b. How to help others in confusion…How to grow up

c. What life holds…….Where it leads

25. We respond so differently

a. Life seems to be a maze that we have to figure out

b. We think we have to find the road all by ourselves

c. We believe there is no true and tested path

26. In every generation there are those who try to reinvent the world

a. We want new answers to old questions

b. We want to sing new songs about old problems

c. We want to paint new art about eternal issues

27. Jesus knows that despite confusion, God is the solution

a. The whole redemption story is about light in dark places

b. If life is a maze that seems to have no end

c. Then the redemption story is a map out of that maze

28. Jesus is not a radical revolutionary

a. His life confirms that purpose is found in God

b. We can reject that, but it doesn’t change it

c. We can try to create a new road

d. But it doesn’t change the reality of the map God revealed

29. IN THE MIDST OF ALL – the voices we hear

a. The music we listen to….the videos we watch

b. The philosophies claiming inspiration…..the projects that beg to be done

c. Comes a 12 year old who finds out what life is all about

30. Life if filled with walls and barriers and obstacles

a. God put a ladder for us to use

b. But so many of us want to build our own ladder

c. We think if we run fast and jump high enough we can get over 

d. We try to dig under, or put on wings to fly over

e. As we run and jump and dig and fly

f. The 12 year old picks up the ladder and climbs over the wall

31. Life is like being in a room with 100 radios tuned to different stations

a. God put some earphones for us to use

b. Earphones that permit us to listen to a divine voice

c. But many want to play with the dials

d. We think we can tune it in by ourselves

e. We turn up the volume on one station to try to drown out the others

f. We work on being able to listen to 5 stations at once

g. We even get to the point where we find comfort in chaos

h. A 12 year old puts on earphones and hears the truth

32. Life is like losing a child in a city with hundreds of buildings

a. God has signs all over town that say; “He’s in there!”

b. But we try thinking like a child

c. We call a strategy meeting

d. We organize a search party

e. We get frantic and anxious and angry and upset

f. The we find the boy

g. He says to us, “Didn’t you see the sign?”

33. Who would have thought that we could find it?

a. Find it on the lips of a child

b. Who found the way that eludes so many

34. What Jesus expected is really what we all want – Luke 2:52

a. To live in safety and understanding

b. In harmony with others and with God

