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Main Text:
“I am praying for them; I am not praying for the world but for those whom thou hast given me, for they are think; all mine are thine, and thine are mine, and I am glorified in them.  And now I am no more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to thee, Holy Father, keep them in thy name, which thou hast given me, that they may be one, even as we are one.  While I was with them, I kept them in thy name, which thou hast given me; I have guarded them, and none of them is lost but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled.”

John 17:9-12

1. We are often asked to pray for other people

a. Requests come in our Adult Sunday School Classes

b. In announcements at church

c. In conversations with others

2. We respond in different ways

a. We promise to, then we forget and don’t

b. We agree to pray, then we pray one time

c. We pray and get a list so long that we become overwhelmed

3. Praying for others is Intercessory prayer

a. Going to God on behalf of another person

b. The New Testament has examples and commands about Intercessory Prayer

c. The greatest intercessory prayer in the Bible is in John 17

4. It is not a typical New Testament prayer

a. It is long with 2 verses

b. It is prayed by Jesus

c. It is prayed before the crucifixion

5. John 17 has 3 parts

a. Verses 1-5 – Jesus prays for himself

b. Verses 6-19 – Jesus prays for his disciples

c. Verses 20-26 – Jesus prays for the church

6. What can we learn about Intercessory prayer from Jesus?

a. What is there about this prayer that might help us keep promises

b. How can Jesus’ example keep us from being overwhelmed?

c. Four points jump out

7. # 1 – Jesus prayed an Intercessory Prayer when he might have prayed only for himself

a. Jesus was facing some major issues in John 17

b. Judas betrayed him, Peter denied him, and 10 other disciples would leave him

c. The Jews ridiculed him, the Rabbis will reject him

d. The civil authorities condemn him and the soldiers crucify him

8. Jesus was facing death

a. But he prays for others, for his disciples, and for us

b. He gives us an example of how to use Intercessory prayer when we face major issues

9. Life is hard for some of us

a. Facing terminal diseases

b. Depression, never feeling good

c. Major financial issues

d. Grief over the loss of a mate or child

e. Can’t sleep at night

10. What did Jesus do when he faced personal hardships?

a. He prayed for others

b. He got outside himself and prayed an intercessory prayer

c. The longest prayer of Jesus is an intercessory prayer in the shadow of the cross

11. Recently I spoke with a man with insomnia

a. He looked at insomnia as a call from God

b. When he wakes up in the middle of the night

c. Instead of getting upset that he can’t sleep, he prays

d. When I can’t sleep, I get upset because I can’t sleep, which keeps me from sleeping

e. He prays an intercessory prayer and God gives him peace and he goes to sleep

12. Dwight Moody tells of a great revival in London

a. Moody was called from the US to preach for a church in London

b. There were 400 converted in one day

c. Later Moody found out that a girl in London named Marianne Adlard read an article about Moody

d. She prayed that he would come and preach

e. Marianne was confined to her bed

f. She got outside herself and prayed an intercessory prayer and God did amazing things

13. Intercessory Prayer calls us to see beyond ourselves

a. If we never pray beyond our own problems

b. We will never pray like Jesus

14. # 2 – Jesus prayed intercessory prayer that nobody else could pray

a. John 17:9-10 tells us that Jesus had a special relationship with these men

b. He had called them to carry out his mission

c. Nobody else had that relationship with them

d. In this intercessory prayer, Jesus doesn’t pray for the world

e. He prays an intercessory prayer that nobody else could pray

15. Nobody could pray for the disciples like Jesus

a. Their mission was his mission

b. They had spent time together

c. They knew his heart and he knew their hearts

d. Nobody else could pray for them like Jesus

16. This raises a question for me:  What Intercessory Prayer can I only pray

a. Who will not be prayed for if I didn’t pray?

b. What intercessory prayer will not be prayed if I don’t?

17. All of us have special relationships that only we have

a. A parent and child, a child and parent, a sibling, a spouse

b. A teacher and student, a mentor and mentoree

18. Parents have special relationships with children

a. Nobody is as concerned for their safety, their development, their future like their parents

b. Just as Jesus had a special relationship with his disciples

c. So each parent has a special relationship with their child

19. Jim Clark’s writes in his book, “More Than We Could Ever Ask”

a. He tells how he and his wife go to their child’s school

b. They go in August before school starts and prays for each of their children

c. Who else could pray that prayer?

d. There are 500 children at school with 30 faculty and 20 staff

e. But nobody will pray for that child like that parent

20. If you are a parent and you are not praying for your child

a. I call you to repent, to change and get down on your knees

b. It doesn’t matter if your child is 5 months old, 5 years old, or 50 years old

c. Nobody can pray for them like you

d. Intercede for them like nobody else can

e. Nobody else knows their heart like you

21. At Highland Street Church of Christ we have similar relationships

a. We have about 100 classes and reach groups that meet

b. If you lead or teach that class or group, you have a special relationship

c. If you are in that class or group, you have a special relationship to that teacher

d. Nobody can pray that Intercessory prayer like you can pray

22. Every week you listen to Chris Altrock and Harold Shank preach

a. You are the people I preach to

b. Nobody else can pray for Chris or Harold like you

c. People at White Station Church of Christ, people at Harding University Graduate School of Religion can’t pray like you

d. I need your prayers

e. You can pray an intercessory prayer for me that nobody else can pray

23. # 3 – Jesus prayed Intercessory Prayer asking God to do what only God could do

a. Jesus prayed that God would

b. Give him glory, so he could give his disciples glory

c. He prayed that God would protect them from the evil one

d. He prayed that God would keep them in his name

e. He prayed that God would sanctify and dedicate them in the truth

24. Perhaps it is significant what Jesus doesn’t pray for:  HE DOESN’T PRAY FOR

a. The world or for the disciples to be taken out of the world

b. For nice weather on the Day of Pentecost

c. For a ready recollection of the things the had prepared to say

d. That God would guide them as they spend money

e. Or, that God would give them good lodging

25. There is a major difference between my Intercessory Prayers and this one of Jesus

a. My prayers are so dated because they focus on the mundane and not the eternal

b. But in John 17, it is as fresh now as it was then because it focused on the eternal, not the mundane

26. I am not saying it is wrong to pray for the mundane

a. Please pray for safety and for my memory

b. But some of our prayers never seem to get beyond the mundane

c. Let’s not stop there, But pray for the wisdom to ask God for what only he can do

27. The word, “Glory” is found 8 times in this passage

a. Jesus gives his disciples and all who follow him, his glory

b. Jesus asked God for glory.  God gives glory to Jesus.  Now Jesus gives glory to us

c. Jesus also prays that we will be able to see the glory God has given Jesus

28. What is going on in all this talk about Glory?  Glory is

a. Jesus depending on God

b. Jesus linking himself to a source of power

c. Jesus seeking the ultimate source of strength

29. Jesus couldn’t glorify God at the cross until God gave him glory

a. “Father, I need your glory”…..Glorify me

b. “Fill me up.  Connect me to the source.  Link me to power”

30. A couple of years ago we bought a video game called “Sim City”

a. My two sons and I loved to play the game

b. It was a game in which you got an empty piece of land

c. You push buttons to build roads, bridges, houses, stores

d. You got to put in electricity and water

31. According to the rules of the game

a. If you wanted to have a healthy city, every building had to have electricity and water

b. What happened is that we would push buttons to put in wires and pipes

c. The warning light would come on later

d. You did not give your city electricity and water

e. What happened was we didn’t connect wires and pipes to the source

f. Everything was wired and piped, but there was no source

32. Prayer connects us to the source

a. Prayer is where we take the wiring in for the whole city and connect it to the power plant

b. Prayer is the pipe that ties the whole city system into the pumping station

33. We are like a battery or a canteen

a. Like a battery we run out of power

b. Like a canteen we run out of water

c. We must be connected to the source

d. Intercessory prayer is prayer for what only God can do

34. # 4 – Jesus prayed intercessory prayer in public ways

a. The verse before the prayer in John 1:33 – Jesus was talking with his disciples

b. The verse after the prayer in John 18:1 – Jesus takes the disciples across the Kidron

c. Whether they heard Jesus actually pray this intercessory prayer then or got it later

d. The truth is that people who were being prayed for knew they were being prayed for

35. Can you imagine listening to Jesus pray for you?

a. Think of what it was like to read this prayer that the Lord prayed on your behalf?

b. There is power in prayer because of God’s glory

c. But there is also power in intercessory prayer just knowing that another human heart is for you

36. I believe God wants all of us in prayer relationships

a. Each week there are several Christians when I meet with and we pray for each other

b. Hearing another Christian pray for me is a powerful experience

c. Adult Sunday School Classes and Reach Groups are ideal places to find these relationships

37. Jesus taught them to pray Jesus was able to pray this Intercessory Prayer because he had been with them in prayer before

a. Jesus prayed before he called them

b. Jesus lived with these men and prayed with these men

c. John 17 is the climax of a long prayer relationship

38. I wonder how many people here have never heard another person pray for them

a. If there is just one person who has never had another person pray for them, it is one too many

b. Nothing is more central to our spiritual life than intercessory prayer

c. Than to pray intercessory prayers than for somebody to be praying for you

39. I remember meeting a man just outside the fellowship hall door

a. We had been in a prayer relationship then separated for a number of years

b. This was a chance meeting

c. I told him I was praying for him

d. He stopped and with tears in his eyes, he had a startled look on his face

e. It was a meaningful exchange for both of us

40. I pray regularly for a couple of people in the media

a. Instead of complaining about how the media bashes Christianity

b. I decided I would pray God’s blessings on a couple of people

c. I had lunch with one of these people recently

d. I told him I was praying for him

e. He put down his fork and looked me in the eye

f. He expressed how moved he was by my prayer support

41. Sunday morning at Highland Street Church of Christ is filled with prayer

a. Much of it is intercessory prayer

b. Yet we seldom pray for each other by name

c. What if your class or reach group decided to pray for a certain number of your people each week

d. If you had 40 people in your class, pray out loud for 10 each week and everybody would be prayed for in one month

e. We often pray for our sick relatives, and troubled co-workers

f. But we seldom pray for each other

42. John 17 is a great Intercessory Prayer

a. Jesus is praying for others when he might have prayed only for himself

b. Jesus was praying only prayers he could pray

c. Jesus was asking God to do what only he could do

d. Jesus was praying in a public way 

e. Jesus is our example

43. It is not a sign of weakness to ask for Prayer

a. If you think it is a sign of weakness to ask for prayer

b. Then you have a weakness you need to overcome

c. We cannot live by ourselves

d. We need intercessory prayer of others

44. If no one has ever prayed for you

a. If you have never heard another person lift your name before God

b. If nobody has ever petitioned God on your behalf, we can do that today

c. Come to the front, or the back to receive prayer to God for you 

