PRAISE THE LORD FOR JUSTICE
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Main Text:
“We give thanks to thee, O God; we give thanks; we call on thy name and recount thy wondrous deeds.  At the set time which I appoint I will judge with equity.  When the earth totters, and all its inhabitants, it is I who keep steady its pillars.  I say ot the boastful, ‘Do not boast,’ and to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up your horn; do not lift up your horn on high, or speak with insolent neck.’  For not from the east or from the west and not from the wilderness comes lifting up; but it is God who executes judgment, putting down one and lifting up another.  For in the hand of he Lord there is a cup, with foaming wine, well mixed; and he will pour a draught from it, and all the wicked of the earth shall drain it down to the dregs.  But I will rejoice forever, I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.  All the horns of the wicked he will cut off, but the horns of the righteous shall be exalted.”

Psalm 75

1. In 1605 Cervantes wrote a novel titled “Don Quixote”

a. It is the story of an old man who thinks he is a knight in shining armor

b. He attaches windmills believing they are giants

c. He defends his lady who is an expert in salting pork

d. He travels the Spanish countryside trying to right all the wrongs

2. Don Quixote has many interpretations

a. It could be a curious look at idealism and justice, OR

b. It could be doing justice, like charging a windmill, OR

c. It could be those who seek justice, like the beguiled old men OR

d. It could be even a silly old man can see a need to correct wrongs

3. Don Quixote reminds us we all have different response to the world’s wrongs

a. We can ignore the issue and vegetate with the TV and pretend it doesn’t exist.  I did this for years OR

b. We could point to justice and blame God, which is a favorite response of some generations OR

c. We could exhaust ourselves in trying to correct all wrongs and become a modern day Don Quixote, OR

d. We could feel helpless and throw up our hands and give up

4. There are all four reactions to Injustice around us, especially among children

a. Each month 50 children are removed from homes in Shelby County because of abuse.  It is NOT FAIR that children are abused by parents

b. Of the 15,000 live births in Shelby County each year, 7,000 are born to unwed mothers.  It is NOT FAIR that so many children are denied both parents

c. One out of ten children in Memphis have one parent who is a substance abuser.  It is NOT FAIR to grow up around models who are users

d. 125,000 children in Memphis don’t’ go to church anywhere and have never heard about God.  It is NOT FAIR that every person has the right to hear the gospel once before any person hears it twice

5. What do we do?  How do we respond?

a. We can ignore

b. We can blame God

c. We can exhaust ourselves

d. We can feel helpless

6. Psalm 75 has a different response

a. It is written by a person interested in justice

b. It is a writer aware of wronged some in the world

c. He writes 10 verses on Justice

7. It is oddly organized

a. It begins and ends with worship.  Verses 1 and 9 and 10 asks us to CELEBRATE

b. In the middle is justice.  The justice section includes pride

c. When you first read Psalm 75, it is disharmonies

d. Worship, justice and pride don’t seem to hang together

8. Psalm 75:2-3 – God is speaking

a. I will judge on time, my way

b. God controls time and nature of justice

c. That jolts us because we want justice now and based on our standards

d. We want to enter the time of justice into our palm pilots

e. We want to bring about justice based on our definition of equity

f. God says, “I will do it my way on my time schedule

9. Consider the image of an earthquake

a. The earth totters and pillars shake

b. Injustice makes the world seem out of control like an earthquake

c. When we feel the world sway, we want to fix the problem

10. Psalm 75:3 says it is not our job to fix the world of injustice

a. It is I, it is I, it is I

b. We think we need to get control back, it is not us, but God

11. The point is that we do not bring about justice, God brings about justice

a. We tend to think of ourselves as Atlas or Samson

b. Let us stretch out our arms and steady things

c. We do not bring about justice, God does

12. Psalm 75:4-5 – God is speaking

a. There is the image of horns, thick necked and a mighty horned bull

b. The Hebrews used body parts to indicate attitudes

c. This image is high handed, intentional and stiff necked, very stubborn

d. Lifting up the horns shows power, pride, boasting and haughtiness

13. God is behind injustice and pride

a. Pride blinds people to what is fair

b. Selfishness drives the unkind ways we treat others

c. When we are boasting it is hard to see the case of another

d. Pride is characteristic of the wicked unjust people in the world

e. But pride also keeps us from seeing God’s justice

f. We often see only our own horns

14. Psalm 75:6-8 – A Priest speaks

a. He says that in reality God executes justice LOOK
the news is that God is in the desert, the board room and the back room

b. You will not find a more just judge than God

c. God has power to lift up and put down.  Only God has that power

15. There is the image of the cup of God’s justice

a. God will put poison in the injustice person’s cup

b. They think they are drinking wine, but it will take their life

c. The wicked will dies from God’s poison

16. The justice and injustice texts are positioned between the 3 verses on worship

a. Psalm 75:1, 9-10 gives reason to CELEBRATE

b. The world is responding to the great things God has done

c. In the Old Testament there are stories of the Exodus, the Red Sea, and the wilderness

d. In the New Testament there are stories about the resurrection, the day of Pentecost and signs and wonders

e. Today there is testimony of what God is doing

17. Psalm 75 tells of a particular kind of work that God does that we should celebrate God’s justice

a. It rejoices over how God triumphs over pharaoh

b. It tells of David’s victory over Goliath and how the rich are brought down and the poor lifted up

c. It tells of how the ruined cities are rebuilt and how the last shall be first and the first last and how the humble are exalted

d. The people that are the last in line in this world are the first in line in the next world

e. Worship flows out of the great reversals God brings about

18. What is Psalm 75 saying?  What does it have to do with us?

a. What is the link between worship and justice?

b. Why is this Psalm built this way?  

c. There are 2 critical insights

19. Insight # 1 – In an unjust world, we should worship

a. When we see the wrongs, we should worship the God who can correct those wrongs

b. We should CELEBRATE the God of justice, the God of equality, the God who steadies pillars and breaks off horns and brings the wicked to justice

c. CELEBRATE, CELEBRATE, CELEBRATE

20. Ultimately worship is what counters our pride

a. When we worship, we trust God to do justice not ourselves

b. `Worship is giving up control of the world to God

c. Worship removes our temptation to want to steady the world on our own strengths

d. Worship makes us take off our horns and exalt God

21. That is why GIVING is part of Worship

a. Contribution is giving up control over money

b. When we give that check to God, we lose control over that money

c. By giving it to God, we say, “I trust you God to do the right thing”

22. That is especially true of our Special Contribution

a. For our family the amount we give at the Special contribution is the largest gift we give

b. Sometimes I think that I really need to keep this money because I might need it

c. But when I give it away, I am trusting God in two ways

d. That he will take care of me and my family

e. That he will use that money to accomplish the right thing, to do justice

23. Psalm 75 tells us what to do when we see injustice

a. We should worship and recount the way that God has triumphed over wrong

b. We should take joy in their great reversals

c. Give him control.  Worship is trusting him

24. Insight # 2 – In an unjust world, look for God’s justice

a. In Psalm 75, God is doing justice, right now, here, there all around us

b. Even if we don’t see it or recognize it, or approve it, or want it, God is doing Justice

25. Right NOW GOD IS

a. Stretching out his hands to steady the world

b. Bringing down the horns of the Unjust

c. Pouring poison in an unjust person’s wine glass

26. In 1999 the Wonder City Church of Christ

a. Are working among the poorest of people in West Memphis

b. Stories of injustice abound

c. Sometimes it is hard to see any Justice

27. In the spring of 2002 the Wonder City Church of Christ found 3 acres of land

a. Nobody wanted it

b. It was surrounded by urban decay

c. The church bought the property

28. On May 5, 2002 the land was dedicated to the Church

a. The Executive Director of the West Memphis Housing Authority said, “The Wonder City Church of Christ has helped lower crime rates.  The stigma that you can’t come into this part of town is gone due to this church.”

b. Chris Mauldin talked about Jeremiah buying land in Jeremiah 32 that didn’t make sense

c. Mayor Bill Johnson turned to Chris Mauldin and said, “Chris you were called here to do this work.  From now on I’m going to call you Jeremiah.”

29. In the midst of a place of injustice, God has worked Justice

a. God put words in the mouth of the mayor of West Memphis

b. He has lifted up the downcast

c. Justice has been done

30. Johnny Adams was a college roommate of Tom Wall

a. He directs the Boles Home in Texas

b. He works with abused and rejected children from Dallas, Texas

c. All of the kids are junior high and senior high

d. He took 20 kids and 20 staff members on a wilderness trek

e. Ann thought that they were going to climb a mountain

f. Mutiny broke out and the kids did not go

g. The inner city kids were angry and they were shouting

h. The schedule said that it was time for a devotional around the campfire

31. Johnny turned to Bobby James and said,

a. “You’re on, lead the worship.”

b. Imagine facing 20 angry inner city kids in the middle of the wilderness

c. Shall we pray doesn’t seem to make it

d. Bobby didn’t know what to do.  He couldn’t get the kids quiet to start the devotional

e. Just then a deer walked into the clearing 20 feet away

f. The deer stood there in front of 40 people from the city for 10 minutes

g. Then it quietly tuned and walked away

h. Suddenly the kids who had been abused and beaten by their own parents

i. Turned to witness God

32. Did God send the deer?

a. A better question is, “Does God do justice?”

b. The answer to that question is YES

33. Yes God does Justice

a. Yes to the writer of Psalm 75

b. Yes to the inner city kids around the campfire

c. Yes to those who give to support Memphis Urban Ministry, Life Skills Lab and Families in Touch

