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Main Text:  "For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God,   For it is written,, 'I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,, and the cleverness of the clever I will thwart.'  Where is the wise man?  Where is the scribe?  Where is the debater of this age?  Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.  For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men."









1 Corinthians 1:18-25

1. My Aunt Betty used to talk about a man we'll call Jake

a. She went to high school with him 

b. He was the class loser

c. He didn't do well in school, or with girls, or socially

d. He was the least likely to succeed

2. Then when they had their 35th High School reunion an odd thing happened

a. Jake suggested that they have a reunion not in Pennsylvania

b. Not even in Pittsburgh, or Philadelphia, but in Hawaii

c. Jake said that he would host it, pay for the airfare and the hotels

d. The high school loser, the one that was least likely to succeed, had become a Pittsburgh multimillionaire. 

3. Winning and losing is in the current vocabulary

a. In the Salt Lake Winter Olympics, some will win the gold, but many will win nothing

b. In the Superbowl, one team will win and 31 teams do not win

c. In the NCAA and NAIA basketball tournaments that will happen soon, there will be champs and runner ups

d. College scholarships will be handed out in the spring.  Some get some and some do not

4. Nobody wants to be a loser

a. Everybody starts out to win in life

b. Every mother prays that her baby will be a winner

c. Children have a gleam in their eye about what they hope to be

5. Remember when the New York Mets played their first couple of seasons

a. The Mets were not winners.  They lost most of their games in their first season

b. I turned in on opening day at the second season

c. One of the loyal Met fans had a big sign

d. It said, "Wait until next year"

e. Nobody wants to be a loser

6. But many became losers

a. Relationships didn't work out and we feel like losers

b. We didn't get the career we wanted and we feel like losers

c. Finances trip us up and we feel like losers

d. Education didn't work out and we feel like losers

e. Nothing we touch turns to gold and we feel like losers

7. 1 Corinthians 1:18  takes us up this issue

a. It doesn't talk about winning and losing, but about saved and perishing

b. Winning and losing is like "waiting until next year", but Saved and Perishing has a finality about it

c. Winning and losing has "another season", but Saved and Perishing is deeper and more serious

8. This statement seems contradictory because it starts with the cross

a. Talking about Jesus who lived in the first century

b. He was known as an excellent teacher

c. His life ended on a Roman cross

9. When measured by most cultural standards, by being on the cross he was a loser

a. From the first century before and after, this crucifixion was the most horrible of capital punishment

b. It was better to die by the sword, or by hanging, or drowning than to die of crucifixion

c. It was so bad that all modern nations have outlawed this method of death

10. Everything about the cross of Christ suggests a loser

a. The authorities turned against him

b. His friends deserted him

c. People that he fed, fled away from him

d. People he sought to help, condemned him to death

e. The score would be ….The World - 10…..Jesus …..0

11. Winning comes from the cross

a. The cross shows us how God works

b. People expect God to work with power, but at the cross he works through weakness

c. People expect God to give us logic, but at the cross he gives us foolishness

12. God doesn't work the way we expect him to work

a. The cross upsets the human paradigm

b. The cross tells us about news ways of knowing God

c. The cross is a symbol of God's paradoxical character

d. The cross upsets all things we think we have figured out

13. The Jews were surprised by the cross

a. The Jews expected miracles and power

b. The Jews expected another rainbow in the sky, or the parting of the Red Sea

c. They got Jesus dying on the cross

14. The Greeks were surprised by the cross

a. The Greeks expected  syllogism and philosophy

b. The Greeks wanted another Socrates or another Plato

c. They got Jesus dying on the cross

15. What do we learn about Winning and Losing, about Saved and Perishing?

a. The cross is like putting on glasses

b. The cross is a new template over life

c. What does it say?

16. # 1 - The Cross tells us we Can't Win Life on our Own

17. That is the central point of this text

a. It is written to the church at Corinth

b. Their problem was division

c. The people had gathered around different leaders

d. They were following people who spoke with great human wisdom

e. They were swayed by people who spoke with eloquence

18. The writer reminds them of a huge inconsistency

a. Before we became Christians, we think we can figure things out by ourselves

b. After we became Christians, we still think we can figure things out by ourselves

c. But the reality is …….we can't

19. John Godfrey Saxe was an American poet of the 19th century

a. He wrote a poem called the Blind Men and the Elephant

b. It is about 6 blind men who went to investigate an elephant

c. The first one touched his side and said the elephant is a wall

d. The second one touched his tusk and said the elephant is a spar

e. The third one touched his trunk and said the elephant was a snake

f. The fourth one reached for his trunk and said the elephant was a tree

g. The fifth one felt his ear and said the elephant was a fan

h. The sixth one groped for his tail and said the elephant was a rope

i. And so these men of Indostan disputed loud and long

j. Each in his own opinion.  Exceeding stiff and strong

k. Thou each was partly in the right.  And all were in the wrong!

l. So oft in theologic wars.  The disputants, I ween

m. Rail on in utter ignorance.  Of what each other mean

n. And prate about an elephant.  Not one of them has seen!

20. 1 Corinthians 1:21 makes the same point

a. You can't figure out the way to win at life

b. It doesn't matter how much you practice, or how long you work out

c. It doesn't matter how many books you have read, or how long you go to school

d. The way to win at life is so hidden that we will never find it

e. It can only be seen when viewed through the lens of the cross

f. The way to win is a gift, not something we find on  our own

21. The cross is a gift

a. It is given to the rich and the poor.  The intelligent and the slow.  The good and the bad

b. The cross is available to the person who is hurt and to the one who hurts

c. The cross is a gift to Winner and to Losers, to the Successful and to Failures

22. Life is confusing - BUT WE DIDN'T HAVE TO

a. Sort it out by ourselves

b. Read all the world's philosophers

c. Examine every line of the Consumer's Report

d. Check every web site before we decide

e. JUST put on the lens of the cross

23. The Word of the Cross is a paradox

a. To losers it seems to be utterly folly

b. To winners it opens the power of God himself

24. # 2 - The Cross redefines what it means to win

a. The Corinthians thought that if they were in the right camp, they were winners

b. If one side with the best speaker, the most learned scholar, or the guy with all the answers

c. But the cross turns all that upside down

d. People who looked like winners are really losers

e. People who  look like losers are really winners

25. It is widely thought that the size of a house = success

a. Anthony Wood could have a bigger house than the one he has

b. Anthony Wood could live in a different neighborhood than he does

c. Anthony Wood could have a newer house

26. But he decided to live below his means

a. He doesn't live in a bigger or newer house because he can't

b. He decided to live below his means

c. He does it because of the cross

27. That doesn't mean we all go sell our homes

a. But it does mean redefining success

b. If we let the wisdom of the world define success

c. We ultimately play on a losing team

d. If we let the cross of Christ define success

e. It may look like folly to the world, but in it we find the power of God

28. Augustine was a 4th century writer

a. His book, "Confessions" and other books are becoming popular again

b. He talks about winning and losing at life

29. In his early life, Augusine was a playboy

a. He had no sexual rules.  He disregarded marriage and fidelity

b. He played around sexually

30. But then he gave his life to Jesus and let the cross define success

a. He says that sometimes he thinks back to his passion and sensuality of playboy days

b. His first inclination is to want them

c. But then he compares them with what he has

d. He says that there is no way he would go back to that minimal way of living

e. The cross redefines success

31. # 3 - The cross tells us we are already winners - 1 Corinthians 1:4 & 1:30

a. Those two verses are bookends for this section

b. It begins and ends with a note of grace

32. Grace tells us that God has already won the race for us

a. We fell down and didn't finish, but God picked us up and took us across the finish line

b. We owed a debt we could not pay.  God paid a debt he did not owe

c. We made mistakes we could never correct, God made all things right

d. We were caught in failure.  God by the cross lifted us to success

33. One of my favorite stories dates from 1950

a. It is a true story

b. Tony Orlando sand a song about it in 1873 called "Tie a yellow ribbon around that old oak tree"

c. In 1980 is surfaced during the Iran Hostage crises 

34. Three New York City boys were on a bus headed to Florida

a. One of the boys told the story to Peter Hamill

b. Hamill is a columnist for the New York Post

c. He published it in 1971

35. As the bus rolled down the East coast

a. The boys noticed an elderly man in the back

b. At the rest stop everybody got off the bus except the old man

c. One of the boys asked him to join them and he did

36. They got to talking

a. The boys said that they were going to Florida for a week in the sun

b. They asked the old man if he had ever been there before

c. The old man said that yes he had once lived there

d. They asked him if he still had family and a home there

e. The old man said that he did not know

f. The teenager asked, "What do you men you don't know?"

37. Impressed by their friendliness, the old man told his story

a. He had a beautiful wife and lovely children in Florida years ago

b. He committed a crime and was sent to a Federal prison in New York

c. He wrote a letter to his wife

d. He said, "Don't write me.  Don't tell the kids about me.  I don't want them to grow up knowing that their father is in prison."

e. All these years I have never heard from her

38. Last week I was told my term was up

a. I wrote to her old address in Brunswick, Georgia

b. I told her I'd be on the bus coming through town

c. If she wanted me to stay, I told her to tie a yellow handkerchief to the oak tree in the middle of town

39. The bus was soon on its way

a. As it approached the small town of Brunswick, Georgia

b. Everybody on the bus was staring out the windows and counting down the miles

c. Then they came into the little village and turned into the main square

d. Everybody on the bus started screaming and crying

e. The tree was covered with yellow handkerchiefs

f. Twenty, thirty, maybe hundreds covered  the tree in yellow.  

g. The old man was home

40. We live life wondering if I can start over after losing

a. We've done wrong.  We've failed.  We send a plea to God

b. We ride the bus.  As we turn the corner

c. There in the middle of the square stands an old rugged cross

d. If any one is in Christ he is a new creation.  The old is passed away.  All is new

e. The cross turns losers into winners

