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Main Text:  Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?  For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him.  When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  They told him, in  Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophets:  And you, O ?Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least amount the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.  Then Herold summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying. God and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.  When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshipped him.  Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.  And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.  


Matthew 2:1-12





Frank Hinnant was an Uncle Scrooge like character


He ran his multi-million dollar contracting business like a tight wad


There were no bonuses, no days off, no Christmas decorations


Each year Frank and his wife Adele argued about decorations


She wanted to put up tree, holly and lights


Frank said nonsense, that’s for children





He had a reason for his narrow mindedness


Frank and Adele lost their son, David, when he was 18 months old


Twenty two years had past and Frank never faced the loss


Frank never mentioned his name





One day Frank decided to walk to work


He saw a crowd in front of a department store looking at displays


Frank saw Mary, Joseph, the wisemen and the CHILD


Frank turned away


Down the street he saw another sign - Holy Innocents Home: Orphanage


Frank remembered the story of Jesus.  How the innocents were killed at his birth








That night Frank and Adele ate supper


Frank said, “I stopped at the orphanage today.”


Adele dropped her spoon.  She said, “What?”  She was surprised


He went on to tell her how cold it was inside


It had too many children for the capacity.  There were no decorations on the walls


While he was there a little boy rubbed his sleeve


Frank said, “I gave them some money.  There going to build a new wing.”


There going to name it for David.





The story reminds us that people find God in the most unusual ways and places


A grieving father finds God in an orphanage


One depressed finds God in a hotel room far from home


An upset wife finds God in a greeting card from a friend


A young doctor finds God next to a lake in Audobon Park


A teenager finds God at 2nd Chance





The world of Matthew 1 and 2 is an odd place to find God


Bethlehem is an unknown village


Jerusalem 5 miles north is filled with refugees and beggars


The Romans crucified patriots every day


There was no cure for the simplest of diseases


Infant mortality was high


Life expectancy was low.  The pleasures were few


It is not where we would expect to find God





A world where


Robbers attacked people on rural roads and left them for dead


People were unfaithful to their mates and slept around at will


Divorce, abuse, cruelty were common


Adult males used little boys as playthings


Religious leaders were corrupt to the core


It is not where we would expect to find God





When we look at the bare outline of this story, it is not any better


A woman is pregnant out of marriage


Joseph was about to put his fiancee aside


The wise men get lost


The king is corrupt


There is no room for a pregnant mother to give birth


An Asian baby was born in poverty


He becomes a refugee in Egypt


A massacre of 2 year old boys devastates Bethlehem








None of this seems a likely place to find God


It is as unusual as finding God in 


An orphanage, a hotel room, in a greeting card


At a lake in Audobon Park, at 2nd Chance


Yet when Matthew tells us the story he sees something different





Matthew 1:18-21 involves the pregnancy and Joseph’s dilemma


Matthew 1:22


Matthew tells us God was in all of this


What happened to Mary and Joseph involved God





Matthew 2:1-4 involved the wisemen following a star to the wrong city


It seemed reasonable to assume that a king would be born in the capitol 


But the wisemen have come to the wrong place


Then comes Matthew 2:5-6


Matthew tells us that God is in all of this


The planning birth in Bethlehem involved God





Matthew 2:7-11 involved the wisemen’s visit


They had agreed to report the location of the baby to the king


Then comes Matthew 2:12


Matthew implies that God is in all of this


The wisemen leaving the town without telling the king involved God





Matthew 2:13-14 involved the angel warning Joseph to flee


The king was after their son


He takes his family to Egypt


Then comes Matthew 2:15


Matthew says God is in all of this


The trip to Egypt involved God





Matthew 2:16 involved Herod’s anger


He orders the death of all male Bethlehem children


Then comes Matthew 2:17-18


Somehow even in this great evil, God is involved





We might wish the story read a different way


That his mother’s pregnancy had not been a scandal


That is parents had been married


That he had been born in a nice place, not in a stable


That he was attended by midwives not cows and sheep


That the other children in Bethlehem had been spared











We might wish that he


Had been born in a royal house


Had been born in Rome or Athens


His birth recorded by local historians





But Matthew makes 2 things clear


The birth of Jesus was associated with scandal and horror


The birth of Jesus was the work of God





Some how we expect God in a different way, We expect


Him in a limo not on a donkey


A big band, not a manger


Advanced public relations, not a distant star


Peter Jennings, not the wisemen





The whole scene is so fragile, What if


Joseph had ignored the angel


Mary had miscarried on the trip


The wisemen took a left, when they should have taken a right


There was no manger


Herod’s soldiers had found Jesus


The people only see dead babies, not a dying savior





The text only tells us over and over


This was spoken by the prophet


An angel appeared and warned him


The hand of God appears in a most unusual place





Leslie Newbigen was a missionary to India


He met a religious leader named Cinderam in a small village


He wore a Royal Air Force uniform from World War 2 and carried a stainless steel sword


After Newbigen got to know the
