Our Almighty God - Sovereign Lord

Harold Shank

December 9, 2001 (LLC)

Main Text:
"The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good tidings to the afflicted, he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound:  to proclaim the year of the lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn; to grant to those who mourn in Zion-to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantel of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.  They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastation; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastation of many generations.  Aliens shall stand and feed your flocks, foreigners shall be your plowmen and vine dressers; but you shall be called the priests of the Lord, men shall speak of you as the ministers of our God; you shall eat the wealth of the nations, and their riches you shall glory.  Instead of your shame you shall have a double portion, instead of dishonor you shall rejoice in your lot; therefore in your land you shall possess a double portion; yours shall be everlasting you.  For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrong, I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring in the midst of the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge them that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.  I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations."










Isaiah 61

1. Highland Street Church of Christ is in the midst of a special contribution

a. This will provide funds for "Families in 'Transition, Memphis Urban Ministries, Hope Works and for the poor and hurting

b. We have been talking about it for several weeks

2. Our reactions are varied

a. There is uncertainty because of war, terrorism and the recession

b. We are pressed because our money is tight, or we have had a job loss, or a stock marker loss, or our profits are down

c. We have an "oldness" about the special contribution because we are familiar with it -- we have been there, done that

d. Our compassion is frustration -- how long will we have to do this without any progress.  We feel like we are throwing our money in a black hole

3. We are not the first to experience such times

a. According to Isaiah, life if filled with uncertainty

b. Isaiah describes other people from other times that were pressed

c. Justice and Righteousness is the repeating theme in Isaiah, the issue never goes away

4. In the midst of reactions, Isaiah preaches a central message

a. We serve an almighty God who is Holy and Righteous and Just.  He is our Shelter and Servant

b. He is the God who lifts us up with wings like eagles

c. He is the God who sees the world as it is and dreams about how it might be

d. Isaiah 55-66 tells of a Sovereign God who has vision for life on earth

e. The high point is in chapter 61

5. He starts talking about a pretty low group of people - Isaiah 61:1-3

a. The afflicted, the broken hearted, the captives, the prisoners, those that mourn

b. These were poor people in Jerusalem after the return from exile

c. Chapter 58:6 says they were deprived of justice, food and clothing by fellow Jews

d. Chapter 59:3-7 tells of those bloodied by evil deeds of people in power

e. Chapter 60:18 talks about people who are victims of violence

f. Chapter 61:8 refers to those who are robbed, cheated and sinned against

6. Sometimes these descriptions just pass us by

a. It is easy to see these categories and dismiss them

b. But Isaiah was talking about real people, folks he knew

7. Back in August I met a woman who fit this text

a. Sandra was afflicted, broken hearted, captive, a prisoner and one that mourned

b. I went to Cleaborne homes with Anthony Wood and visited with the woman named Sandra

c. 5 years ago Sandra turned to prostitution to pay bills.  She spent time in prison

d. This past summer her mother came down with cancer

e. When her son, Ricky, became a teenager he began to be involved in gangs

f. On July 2 gangs were in a fight in Southaven.  It was in the papers

g. Ricky was a gang novice.  He got in the middle of a fight, sots were fired and he was killed

8. It was an overwhelming story

a. Life did not turn out the way she wanted.  She was broken hearted

b. Prostitution, poverty and then she became a prisoner

c. Her mother's sickness and her son's death through her into mourning

9. Anthony Wood asked me to leave the room so the two of them could talk

a. I didn't understand, but I left

b. Later he told me that he had heard that Sandra had AIDS

c. He wanted to talk to her privately and call her to repent

d. He wanted to make sure she got medical attention and didn't spread the disease

10. I left there thinking what in the world can be done with a situation like that

a. Prostitution, gangs, cancer, murder and AIDS

b. On top of welfare, government housing, unemployment and having no hope

c. If there was ever a broken hearted person, Sandra was that person

11. Isaiah 61 is about what Our Almighty God does in a situation like this

a. The people were afflicted, broken hearted, captive, prisoners and mourned

b. It sounds like Sandra.  It sounds like some of us

c. But read on to see what God has in store

12. Isaiah 61 never lets us get far from Our Almighty God

a. Verses 1-3 describe the terrible world of the broken hearted

b. Verses 1-7 describes the wonderful world of the mended hearted

13. # 1 - God sends good news

a. People who are afflicted, broken hearted, captive, prisoners and mourn will become

b. Bound up, released, comforted, provided for, and crowned with beauty

14. God finds the most vulnerable, marginalized, insignificant and powerless people

a. Then God says those people are the people I can help

b. The people who think of themselves as nobodies and insignificant

c. Folks who not only are rejected by society, but are rejected by themselves

d. People who believe they didn't deserve any better, who convinced they are unacceptable

e. God calls his servant, points to those people and says Go, tell them the good news

15. # 2 - God makes them oaks of righteousness (verse 3b)

a. They thought they were rotten sticks and they became God's trees

b. They trafficked in evil, now they make a planting of the Lord

16. Oaks of Righteousness has a sense of legitimacy

a. People who were on the bottom side of society will become pillars of society

b. People who are in prison are now in power

c. People who have done wrong, now there is a new standard of right

d. God gives these people new status.  God can reverse their fortunes

17. # 3 - God makes them into priests - (Verse 6b)

a. Afflicted, broken hearted,, captive, prisoners, those that mourn became priests of the Lord

b. Those who needed help, now helped others

c. Those who were broken hearted, now mend other broken hearted people

d. Those who were receivers are now givers

18. Isaiah 61 = The Oak of Righteousness - God sees a time and dreams about society

a. A man in prison becomes an oak of righteousness

b. A broken hearted woman is a planting of the Lord

c. An afflicted person is a priest to the nations

d. A grief stricken person becomes a minister of God

19. Our Almighty God reveals something amazing about himself

a. He sends good news to people who are so poor that they believe nothing will ever be different

b. He binds up the people who are so broken hearted that no heart surgery could ever fix them

c. He gives liberty to people who are so deep in the dungeon of sin that they have no hope

d. He opens prison doors that have been welded shut

20. Isaiah 61:2 seems at first to be an exception

a. It talks about this God taking vengeance

b. There are plenty of texts in Isaiah56-66 about God's anger at their sin and injustice, and their lack of righteousness

c. There will be a day of vengeance

21. But listen to the comparison

a. There will be a day of vengeance, but a year of grace

b. There will be 24 hours when God comes with his wrath to clean up sin and evil

c. God's anger will last all day and all night, then it is over

d. But there will be a year of God's favor

e. There will be 365 days of God's mercy, grace, love and justice and compassion

f. There will be 24 hours of his wrath, 8,769 house of his favor.  

g. Our Almighty God

22. Isaiah 61 is absolutely remarkable

a. In a dark world he brings light

b. In a hopeless, demoralized, blighted community, he brings renewal and restoration and hope

c. God looks at the ruins of the buildings all over town and he sees new streets and stores and homes

23. Isaiah 61:5  is astounding to people in the midst of recession

a. Isaiah 61 is about economic ruins

b. High unemployment, prisons are full, shops are empty and the market is down

c. But the day is coming when there are so many jobs, they will have to import people to work

d. Foreigners will have to be brought in to help plow

e. The grape harvest will be so rich that they will have to get immigrants to work

24. Today I am here to tell you that this text still speaks

a. The same God who dreamed and showed himself to be Our Almighty God is still doing this same thing

b. When his people preach Good News, he heals the broken hearted and turns mourning to gladness

25. When I visited with Sandra and saw hopelessness

a. Prostitution, cancer, murder,, evil, AIDS, unemployment

b. I left discouraged because I was looking at her through my own eyes

c. But God was about to do something remarkable

26. Because of the people in this church somebody preached Good News to Sandra

a. Our Almighty God changed her life

b. She learned about the same God that Isaiah talked about

c. God opened the prison doors and released Sandra from captivity

d. A woman who was blind can now see

e. In late August Sandra gave her life to God

27. But that's not all, not in this text, or in Sandra's life

a. We can rejoice that Sandra is a Christian, not involved in prostitution, not spreading AIDS

b. But we can also rejoice in that Sandra has become an Oak of Righteousness and a priest of God

c. Sandra started talking with her sister about Our Almighty God

d. God is using Sandra to be a priest to another person

e. This woman who lived in mourning, now wears a garland of gladness

f. This broken hearted is now being used by God to heal another broken hearted

28. Sandra's story is not an isolated one

a. What happened in Isaiah 61 happens every day

b. Our Almighty God continues to dream for others

29. Rhonda Gray's sister is Lisa Williams

a. She is a member at Harpeth Hills Church of Christ in Nashville

b. She is 39 years old and chronically ill and home bound

c. Rhonda is a sponsor at the Life Skills Lab

d. The Life Skills Lab is a ministry that we support through the Special Contribution

e. It takes the broken hearted and binds their hearts

f. It takes money and bout 10,000 volunteer hours

g. Rhonda is working with LaShanna

h. One morning Rhonda went to the Life Skills Lab and found LaShanna crying all morning

i. She said that life was hard and she had decided to drop out of the Lab

j. Before she made that decision, Laura Henderson handed her a letter

k. The letter was from Lisa, Rhonda's chronically ill sister

l. Lisa told LaShanna to keep going and told her about the God of the good news

m. LaShanna quit crying and finished the lab and did an internship at Baptist East

n. At the Life Skills Lab she graduated December 2, 2000 and she gave an award to Lisa Williams

30. Lisa is chronically ill and can't leave the house

a. But God has mended her heart and freed her soul

b. Lisa has been an oak tree of righteousness

c. She writes 200 letters per month

d. One of those letters changed one life forever

e. One who mourned now became a priest of God

31. On December 2000 we gave $210,000 in a Special Contribution

a. Those funds went to preach good news to the poor

b. That is exactly what we did with the money

c. The funds you gave one year ago brought the gospel to Sandra

d. The funds you gave one year ago brought Lashanna to the Life Skills Lab

32. Johnny Nichols was put in prison in 1997

a. He gave up his evil life and made a commitment to Christ

b. He started praying every day for his 2 sisters, 3 nieces and 9 grand nieces

c. He would phone them and tell them to change their life and go back to God

d. He prayed that God would send somebody into their lives

33. One night his sister went to Kroger

a. She walked.  She never walked before

b. On the way she met a man who invited her to church

c. She remembered that her brother was praying in prison that she would go to church

d. She decided it was God at work

e. The man she met on the way to Kroger was Ron Cook

34. Johnny got out of prison on January 24, 2001

a. The first thing he did was call Ron Cook

b. Every Sunday morning 2 sisters, 3 nieces, and 9 grand nieces and Johnny Nichols attend church at the Frayser Mission Church

c. Johnny said, "I thought I had to do it all by myself"

d. But God did what I could never do

35. Isaiah 61 says that Our Almighty God continues to dream

a. Different people have led Sandra in different ways

b. Pimps, gang leaders, drug dealers and others were seeking to benefit from her body

c. But then a group of people on December 9, 2000 gave some money

d. Because they gave that money there was one more person seeking out Sandra

e. Not pimps, or gang leaders, or drug dealers, but a priest, and oak of Righteousness

f. Through that person, the broken hearted are mended

g. Then God did an amazing thing

h. He turned Sandra into an Oak of Righteousness and made her a Minister of God

36. One person read Isaiah 61 and believed this dream and completely sought this vision

a. That person was Jesus.  Luke 4 quoted these words

b. He not only quoted these verses, but he believed them

c. Jesus not only knew Isaiah said them, but he carried them out

37. In Luke 7, John the Baptist wanted to know if Jesus was the Christ

a. Jesus sent word back, " Read Isaiah 61"

b. You will find that I have been dreaming that vision of God

c. What you see is what God imagined coming to reality

38. The dream goes on in this new world

a. People who did wrong now do right

b. Cities that had decayed or been destroyed were now rebuilt

c. Foreigners who once despised them, now blessed them and rushed to their aid

d. People who had once hated God, now became God's representatives in the world

e. The land enjoyed great prosperity

39. So we give

a. Because of what God has done

b. Because of what we know he is about to do

