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Main Text:  "Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.  But Ahaz said, 'I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.' And he said, 'Hear then, O house of David!  Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also?  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.  Behold a young woman shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his name Immanuel.  He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.  For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.  The Lord will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father's house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah-the king of Assyria










Isaiah 7:10-17

"Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 'Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.'  All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet; 'Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel (which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus."










Matthew 1:18-25

1. Isaiah' s view of God might be compared to a street

a. God is on one side of the street

b. We are on the other side of the street

c. The street is a broad multi lanes avenue

d. Isaiah has 2 ways of viewing the street

2. The first way is that we look across the street to God

a. Isaiah 5:16 tells us that God is exalted by Justice and is Holy by Righteousness.  We look across the street at God

b. Isaiah 6:3 tells us that God is other, different, sprat and holy

c. Isaiah 10:17 tell us that it is a fearful thing to fall into his hands

3. God calls us to be like him 

a. Be Holy as I am Holy

b. Be Just as I am Just

c. Be Righteous as I am Righteous

d. Be Compassionate as I am Compassionate

e. Be Merciful as I am Merciful

4. We read about God's about

a. God's Holiness in Isaiah and see that we are sinners

b. God's Might in Isaiah and see that we are small

c. God's Justice in Isaiah and see that we are unfair

d. God's Righteousness in Isaiah and see our unrighteousness

5. So God is on one side of the street

a. Isaiah lets us look across the street to see a God that we can worship

b. We see an Almighty God who calls us to be like him

c. Isaiah calls us to cross the street to be like God

6. The Second Way - Isaiah has a 2nd picture of God

a. God is on one side of the street and we are on the other side of the street

b. God's holiness, justice, righteousness is so clear to us as we look across the street

c. But in this 2nd picture, God leaves his side of the street and comes to ours

d. God comes and lives on the sinful, small, unjust and merciless side

7. One who is Holy, comes to live with those who are Sinners

a. One who is Mighty comes to live with those who are small

b. One who is Just comes to live with those who are unfair

c. One who is Righteous comes to live with those who are unrighteous

d. Spend a few minutes unpacking this 2nd idea

8. The clearest text is Isaiah 7:14

a. This is one of the most discussed and debated verses in Isaiah

b. People argue about the connection with material in 2 Kings, 2 Chronicles and Matthew 1

c. Who is the woman?  What does the word mean?

d. I want to move beyond the debates to see the larger picture

9. The text comes in the context of several children with symbolic names

a. This is common in scripture, especially in Hosea

b. Isaiah names several children with symbolic names

c. Isaiah 7:3  - Shearjashub means a remnant will return;  Isaiah's own son

d. Isaiah 8:3 - Mahershalalhashbaz means spoil speeds and prey hastens.  Isaiah's own son

e. This child's name is symbolic also - Immanuel means God is with us

f. That name means that God crosses the street to our side

10. This raises some questions

a. What's going on here that makes God send this child with this name?

b. How does this child help us? 

c. Why is it important that God is with us?

11. Isaiah 7 projects Isaiah talking to King Ahaz

a. Ahaz is filled with despair and lacks faith

b. Ahaz is depending on the military and politics and not on God

c. Isaiah is trying to help him see that God is with him

12. The setting in Isaiah 7:2 is this

a. His heart, Ahaz's, is a young king of Jerusalem

b. His people, folks who lived in the stronghold of Jerusalem, "Shook"

c. "Shook" is used in Isaiah 6  as the foundations of the temple shook in the presence of God

d. In Isaiah 6, the building shakes in the face of God

e. In Isaiah 7 the hearts shake in the face of the enemy

13. Shaking describes despair

a. The world crumbles and changes and falls

b. There is nothing to hold on to, no place to turn, no way out

14. The reason that Ahaz is in a war is found in 2 Kings 16 and 2 Chronicles 28

a. Ahaz had just become king, much like George W. Bush just became president

b. Two small nations want him to join in war against a big nation

c. When Ahaz decides to depend on a big nation rather than join the coalition

d. The two small nations attack King Ahaz

e. The take cities on the East and the West and other nations join in

f. Ahaz lost 120,000 soldiers in one day

g. Others were kidnapped and carried off to a distant city

h. Maaseiah, Ahaz's son, had been killed in battle

i. Azrikam, his top general, and Elkanah, his secretary of state were also killed

j. Another 200,000 people including woman and children were taken as prisoners of war

15. From where Ahaz sits, the scene is filled with despair

a. The nation is under attack

b. Loss of life is high

c. The place and time of the next attack is unknown

d. What is a king to do?

16. God sends Isaiah and his son

a. They were to meet with the king outside the city near the water works

b. Ahaz, expecting a siege of Jerusalem, knew that protecting the water was critical

c. Also outside the royal court, Isaiah could speak with the king without embarrassing him in front of others

17. Isaiah does 2 things:  He tells him the future and gives him a sign of that future

a. The future is that the nations attacking you will fail.  What you fear will not happen

b. The sign is that a baby will be born and called Immanuel.  This child's name will remind Isaiah that, "I am there."

18. We can only imagine what Ahaz might have been thinking

a. I want tanks and you send me an infant

b. I want weapons and you deliver me a child

c. I need strategy and you send me symbolic names

d. I need more than diapers and formula, I need an army and navy

19. God sends Ahaz a sign

a. A virgin will conceive and 9 months later a boy will be born

b. His name will be Immanuel, which means, "God with us"

c. The birth announcement is Immanuel means "God with us"

d. The baby gifts with Immanuel on the card says, "God with us"

e. A midwife tells about the night Immanuel was born, "God with us"

f. A proud grandmother sits in the City Square saying, "Immanuel is doing this God with us.

20. God is doing more than just assigning symbolic names

a. God is telling us about himself

b. He is a God who crosses the street

21. By the name Immanuel, God tells us about his heart, HE CAN'T STAY

a. On his side of the street….in heaven….and watch us from a distance

b. Above the cherubim he must come down

c. Instead of flying in the clouds, he must land in our lives

22. Even an untrusting, doubtfilled King like Ahaz

a. Makes God want to come and help

b. Makes God want to be with him

23. It is not just a willingness to cross the street, but a desire to be with us

a. HE WANTS to be among us, near us, by us, next to us, with us

b. To be at our side, in our presence, share our company

c. Hold our hand, rub out shoulder, pat our backs, mop our brow

d. Steady our arm, walk at our side, stop our shaking knees

e. Look into our eyes, whisper in our ears, lift our chin

f. Give us a smile, wipe away our tears, give us backbone

g. Hold our neck, loosen our tongue, offer his counsel

h. To be our comforter, renew our spirit, fan our flame

i. Rekindle our fire, be a lamp in our way, a light to our path

j. To shepherd our soul, guide us in the valley of the shadow of death

k. Lead us beside still waters, restore our souls

l. Immanuel, Immanuel, Immanuel

24. We catch ourselves thinking about September 11th
a. We see planes flying into buildings

b. We play the scene of he collapse of the towers

c. We see the burnt exterior of the Pentagon

d. We remember the fear, we sense the despair

e. We wonder what, who will be next

25. Into that kind of world comes a child: Immanuel

a. I am with you.  I will stand at your side

b. Don't fear what they fear.  Look into my eyes and trust me

26. The holidays are bitter times for many

a. A mother or daddy want be there this Christmas

b. The family won't sing around the piano

c. There will be no rush from the upstairs bedrooms to the tree downstairs

d. It makes us so sad that things are not the way they used to be

e. We wonder how will I make it

27. The world is filled with news that is hard to bear

a. Your position has been eliminated because of the recession

b. Your test came back positive and there is nothing they can do

c. I don't love you anymore and I am packing and leaving tonight

d. You are to report to Fort Campbell for immediate deployment to Afghanistan

e. We have your son in lock up

f. It's not covered under your policy

28. Isaiah 7 tells us that Ahaz was not convinced

a. Ahaz did not believe

b. The baby with the symbolic name was born

c. The crisis faced with the 2 small nations passed

d. Everything happened just as Isaiah said

29. We are not told how Ahaz reacted when he saw what happened

a. He had put his trust in the wrong place

b. The infant was better than tanks

c. The child was superior to weapons

30. Some people are hard to convince.  THEY THINK

a. God is on the other side of the street and he never, never, never comes to this side

b. The street is wide and the avenue is uncrossable

c. God is holy, just, righteous and powerful, but he doesn’t care for me

31. God took it one step further

a. One dark night God put his son Jesus inside a woman named Mary

b. He was born not on God's side of the street, but on ours

c. He was born not in God's house, but in our house

d. He was delivered not in heaven, but on earth

e. When he was born they named him Immanuel, God is with us

32. In Jesus we learn more about God than from any other source

a. HE IS HERE BECAUSE he wants to be here

b. He loves us, because he seeks us out

33. What is he looking for…..is faith

a. Isaiah 7:9 is a negative statement.  Isaiah is calling Ahaz to faith

b. When Jesus arrives as the great Immanuel, he is looking for faith

c. John 3:16……He crossed the street

d. He came to your front door.  He's knocking right now.  

e. Will you let him in?

