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Main Text:
“I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me; but you had no opportunity.  Not that I complain of want; for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, to be content.  I know-how to be abased and I know how to abound; in any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and want.  I can do all things in him who strengthen me.  Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble.  And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia,, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving except you only.”










Philippians 4:10-15

1. Bila Tservkva equals World Missions = Highland Street Church of Christ’s mission efforts

a. Bila Tservka is a city in Ukraine with ¼ of a million people

b. It lies on the banks of the Ross River

c. It is a retirement town where there were lots of manufacturing

d. Highland Street partners with the church there

e. Betty Cannon lived there for 7 years

2. The beginning of that ministry is worth reviewing

a. A couple of us from Highland visited Bila Tservka

b. We had no appointments, no planning, we just drove to the city

c. We wondered what God would do

d. We didn’t know a single person there. We had no invitation

3. After we arrived we realized that it was Saturday

a. The government offices were all closed

b. We went to city hall.  There was only one government office there

c. Of all people working that Saturday, he was the only one

d. He was the Director of Religious Affairs

e. He invited me to preach in Orgn House on the banks of the Ross River

f. Several months later another group returned to preach the gospel

g. Soon a small church grew up

4. One year later there was a meeting in an old communist van

a. Highland group was in Ukraine visiting Bila Tservka

b. The up and down week was now at a crisis

c. The key leader in the church moved.  The church lost its meeting place

d. The missionary was leaving.  

5. I remember being cramped in that van wondering

a. Does God want us in Bila Tservka?

b. Was our opening welcome there an opportunity from God?

c. Was God’s hand in this work or should we go elsewhere?

d. I was ready not to come back because it seemed we had no opportunity

6. I fell into prayer.  I confessed it WASN’T 

a. Our church, but God’s

b. Not our mission, but his

c. Not by our power, but by the power of Christ

7. What happened after that was remarkable

a. 5 missionaries agreed to come for that summer

b. Another place to meet was found

c. 2 Ukrainian men came forward to be leaders

d. What looked impossible has become a wonderful church by the power of God

8. The story of Highland Church of Christ being in Bila Tservka raises questions

a. How do we know what God wants?

b. What opportunities does God provide?

c. Are we as a church following God’s leading?

d. The same issue comes up in Philippians 4

9. The Philippian Church of Christ and Paul had a relationship for 12 years

a. Paul preached in Phillip and planted that congregation and returned there

b. He never spent more than a few weeks, but the result was a strong relationship

10. Philippians 4:15-16 – The Philippians Church of Christ supported Paul financially from the early days

a. We don’t know exactly what that means

b. Was there a line item budget: Paul?

c. Was there a special contribution for Paul’s ministry?

d. Did they just pass the hat occasionally to send money to Paul?

11. We do know that Paul felt great affection for them

a. Paul sent them a warm letter.  16 times the words “joy” and “rejoice” are written

b. There are repeated references to partnership

12. Paul tells about the relationship in Philippians 4:14-15

a. Although he didn’t need there money, he was glad to get it

b. He was glad to get it because of the partnership

13. Partnership language is all through Philippians.  We use the same language today

a. Governments form partnerships.  A business forms a partnership

b. Community organizations collaborate.  Nations form coalitions

14. The idea we assume is that we can do more when we work together

a. There is strength in numbers.  Two are better than one

b. We can do more together than any of us can do separately

c. All of that is true

15. But that is not what Philippi and Paul’s partnership is about.  See Philippians 1:5-7

a. It is not a 2 way partnership, but a 3 way partnership

b. God put the partnership together

c. It is not that Philippi and Paul could do more together than they could do separately

d. God was working through Philippi and Paul

e. Philippi and Paul were partners in that they received the grace of God together

16. The PARTNERSHIP WAS NOT

a. A 501c, a business relationship, a fund raising coalition

b. A result of strategic planning, a decision by the board of directors

17. This PARTNERSHIP WAS

a. A joint dependence on God

b. Holding hands together at the feet of Jesus

c. A common reception of grace

d. A shared sense that the same God was doing some work in them

e. A collective understanding of God’s leadership

18. Paul believed that the hand of God was working in his life, in the Philippians Church’s life and in the Christian life

a. Phil 1:6 – God will finish the work he started in Philippi

b. Phil 1:19 – God will deliver him from prison

c. Phil 2:13 – God is at work in the Philippians church

d. Phil 2:19- Paul puts all his hope in the Lord

e. Phil 2:24 – Paul speaks of the confidence he has in the Lord

f. Phil 2:24 – He believes that God will send him back to Philippi

g. Phil 3:1 – He calls the Philippians church of Christ to rejoice in the Lord

h. Phil 4:1 – He urges them to stand firm in the Lord

i. Phil 4:2 – He commands 2 women upset with each other to agree in the Lord

j. Phil 4:4 – He calls the Philippians church of Christ again to rejoice in the Lord

k. Phil 4:13 – After talking about lean times, he confesses that, “I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”

l. Phil 4:19 – God will supply every need of yours

19. God was active in life.  God led his ministry

a. Paul spoke freely of God’s work

b. Paul could see the hand of God

20. All of this makes us examine our situation

a. It raises questions about our opportunities

b. It raises questions about our partnership

21. # 1 – Like Paul and the Philippians Church of Christ, Highland Street is in partnerships

a. Highland has partnerships with Anthony Wood, Ron Cook, Jim Harbin, Beth Bryan

b. Betty Cannon, Monica Moreland, Nathan Luther, Papua New Guinea

c. Yet we know that these are not the only good things God is doing

22. We know about God’s work around the world

a. He has marvelous ministries going on in Kenya

b. Harold Shank has been invited to Ghana by a group caring for 400 homeless kids

c. The reports from India and Moscow are thrilling

23. We have a concern for 

a. How God is working in Moscow

b. What he is doing in Kenya

c. For the inner city of New Orleans

d. For Jared Looney’s church plant in the Bronx

e. For the university ministry in Hollywood

24. But God has not put us into partnership with those ministries

a. Maybe he will, maybe that is what is planned

b. But what is clear is that God has put us in certain partnerships

c. God provides certain opportunities

d. We have concern for many things, but no opportunity

e. Our task is to see what opportunity God has put before us

25. In the early 1990’s we id a thorough study of the church plant in Memphis

a. We actually have a 40 page document that investigated all possibilities

b. The conclusion of that study was that Highland should start a church in the Cleaborne Foot Homes area

c. In May 1991 the elders met and prayed and took no action

d. I remember thinking, God may be saying we have no opportunity here, no partnership here

26. In August 1991 at the Highland School Store

a. A letter came after the store closed to thank you.  It sensed grace and respect for the people that came to the school store.

b. The letter went on to say that the children in my neighborhood need someone to teach them about God

c. They asked if we would come. The letter said that they would provide a room to study

d. The letter was signed by Maurice Askew, the President of the Resident Association, Cleaborne Homes

27. Suddenly we had opportunity

a. What had appeared to not be a partnership, started looking like a partnership

b. We had a plan, but there was no calling

c. The more we looked into that neighborhood, the more God started doing

d. A whole line of doors opened up

e. Out of that has come 6 urban church plants

28. For many years Alvin and Fe Luther visited their children at Highland

a. Alvin was God’s servant in the Philippians since the 1960’s

b. Through him God had seen churches spring up on 2 different islands

c. Many people wondered what would happen when Alvin retires?

d. How much longer can he continue?

29. In the meantime God was working on the hearts of Nathan and Karen Luther

a. They had a comfortable life in Memphis

b. They were heavily involved in this church

c. They were learning about how to train leaders and work with families

d. Suddenly they saw what they were being trained to do at Highland church

e. Was exactly the expertise needed in the Philippines

f. They responded to the call of God and presented it to the church.  We became partners

30. We had known of Alvin’s work for years

a. We had concern, but no opportunity

b. Then God made us partners in that work

31. The same stories could be repeated over and over again

a. Ron Cook was a preacher for a major church

b. He worked one year at Highland and then decided that God was calling him to the inner city

c. Joe Cannon gave 33 years to ministry in Japan, then God called him to Papa New Guinea

d. When he made another change, God brought him to Highland

e. Monica Moreland, Betty Cannon, Jim Harbin, Beth Bryan

f. Talk to them.  They have a calling from God

g. Then God provided the opportunity

32. # 2 – All of this forces us to examine our thinking -  DO WE LIKE PAUL BELIEVE THAT

a. We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us

b. Our partnership depends on God not on each other

c. God’s power is behind all the preaching of the gospel

33. For 30 years Highland Street Church of Christ has been involved in Papa New Guinea

a. Is that a human coalition or do we recognize it as a divine coalition

b. Do we believe our elders decided humanly like a board of directors at a corporation?

c. Or do we believe that they put this matter in the hands of God

34. Why are we in Ukraine?

a. Is it something we decided to do and now we have to pay for it?

b. OR, is it something God has led this church to do then and now?

c. Is this partnership like a business corporation or like the Philippians’ church of Christ and Paul?

35. Why do we do urban ministry?

a. When I was called to preach here, you could not have round a person more opposed to urban ministry

b. Then God changed my heart and opened other hearts and opened doors

c. Do we see urban ministry as our partnership with God or just a business decision?

36. Where do you put your trust?

a. Do we rejoice in the Lord?

b. Do we see the money we give today as a drain on our finances?

c. OR is it an opportunity to rejoice in what God is doing?

d. Is it going to fold if we don’t give a certain amount?

e. Or is is something that God will do regardless of what we do

37. Let me tell you what I believe

a. God’s hand is all over the work of this church

b. God’s hand is clearly visible in our urban ministry and our world missions

c. If Highland Street gave nothing to this Special Contribution, all these ministries would continue

d. The only change would that we would not be a part of what God is doing

