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Main Text:
“Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude.  Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”









1 Corinthians 13:4-7

1.
Lipscomb Lectureship honored Brecheen and Faulkner


a.
These are two men doing marriage enrichment seminars since 1971


b.
For 34 years they have done this at least one time per month


c.
They have been to 33 states, 7 foreign countries, and counseled 90,000 couples

2.
During a question and answer session a question was asked, “Are you still doing the seminars?  Where are they held?


a.
The web site lists locations for the next 5 years


b.
Brecheen looked at Faulkner and said, “If we do them for 5 more years,


c.
We’ll be 80 years old.”

3.
Faulkner started his own business


a.
He teaches executives in large businesses about marriage


b.
He has marriage seminars for employees


c.
It is striking that a corporation is interested in strong marriages


d.
The reason is that distractions at home make distractions at work

4.
I was happy that Brecheen and Faulkner were honored at the Lipscomb lectureships


a.
Brecheen and Faulkner were helpful to my marriage.  We went to 2 seminars


b.
But a backward look raised a question


c.
Why have Brecheen and Faulkner being doing marriage enrichments for the last 34 years?


d.
Why do large company’s hire Faulkner to help with employees’ marriages?


e.
Why would we in church be interested in strong marriages?

5.
Many church ministries do not concern us directly


a.
The children’s ministry and the youth ministry are strong, but not all Highland members have children


b.
The Christian Student Center and the University of Memphis are there, but most of us have no connection with the University of Memphis


c.
There are missions around the world, but few of us are Filipinos or Ukrainians


d.
There is the Urban Ministry, but not all of us are poor


e.
So: Highland Street is interested in marriages when not all marriages follows a pattern.  But why?

6.
The first fundamental value taught in scripture is relationships


a.
Bible theologians speak of what’s central in scripture


b.
If we reduced the Bible to one word, what would it be?


c.
Suggestions include God, love, kingdom, covenant


d.
The one most often suggested is relationships

7.
The fundamental relationship in the Bible is the Trinity


a.
The great mystery of the Biblical faith is 3 in 1


b.
The Lord our God is one God, no other gods before you


c.
The opening verse of the Bible has the Son of God hoovering


d.
They said, “Let us make man in our image.”


e.
John the Baptist scene includes, The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit


f.
We quickly understand that God is relationship


g.
All are baptized into the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit

8.
Out of God’s own relationship, he created other relationships


a.
He calls Abraham’s descendants to be his people, 2/3 of the Bible takes us Israel


b.
He creates the church as the family of God, the focus of the New Testament


c.
The male is to leave his father and mother and become one flesh (with his wife)


d.
The relationship is reflected in the Trinity (Israel, the church and marriage)

9.
As a church, we lift up marriage because marriage is a relationship created by God


a.
Just as trinity is 3 in 1, marriage is to be 2 in 1


b.
Just as God called Israel to community, marriage is fundamentally a community


c.
The relationship between Christ and the church is compared to the relationship between a husband and wife

10.
1 Corinthians is concerned with the unity of the church


a.
Paul doesn’t want the Corinthians to rip apart what God has put together


b.
1 Corinthians unfolds challenges to the Christian unity


c.
1 Corinthians offers a formula for how the church is unified


d.
Love is the glue that holds the church together


e.
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 has 15 qualities of love

11.
What’s Paul saying?


a.
Keeping together what God put together is important


b.
Unity is maintained by love as defined here

12.
The clearest place where this shows up is in Mark 10:9


a.
Jesus is speaking about marriage


b.
What God joined together. let no man put asunder


c.
Relationships are vital to God whether it is the trinity, Israel, the church of marriage


d.
Unified relationship is the value we seek, desire and work toward

13.
Eliz Achtemeier’s book, The Common Marriage

a.
Takes a line out of 1 John which is a book about Christian relationships


b.
1 John 4:20 is critical definition of love in relationships


c.
Achtemeier says, “If any one says, I love God and hates his spouse, he is a liar for he who does not love his spouse whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.”


d.
The same love that keeps the church together in 1 Corinthians 13 or 1 John 4 keeps marriages together

14.
1 Corinthians and 1 John are written because we tend to tear apart what God joins


a.
The early church and today’s church have people who divide and tear apart


b.
Through 1 Corinthians and 1 John God provides a way back to unity


c.
We struggle to keep unity in marriage.  Often we fail


d.
1 Corinthians and 1 John remind us of God’s ideal in relationships

15.
Norman Wright wrote the Pillars of Marriage.  It is an older book


a.
It compares marriage to a house


b.
Just as a physical house can’t stand with one wall


c.
So marriage cannot stand on just one thing


d.
Just as 1 Corinthians 13 defines love in 15 ways


e.
So any relationship must have multiple ways to hang together

16.
Breechen and Faulkner’s legacy includes an awareness of need to build marriages


a.
Many others have taken up this same concern


b.
Ed Gray and Linda Oxford lead our Family Life Ministry which includes focus on marriage


c.
Bill and Cathy Ivey are local trainers in Joe Beam’s Family Dynamics

17.
Lynn and Joy McMillion of Oklahoma Christian University do seminars


a.
McMillion says there are 3 issues in Marriage


b.
Communication, commitment, and conflict resolution


c.
It is striking how those 3 C’s summarize the 15 definitions of love in 1 Corinthians 13

18.
Do not tear apart what God has put together


a.
This is true Israel and the church and true for marriage



b.
It’s value Highland Street Church can own and pursue


c.
How do we do it?  How can we put legs on such value?

19.
Ed Gray and Bill Ivey join me today


a.
Imagine that Ed and Bill are architects


b.
They want to share with you how we erect additional marriage pillars


c.
They will discuss ways we can keep together what God put together

