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Main Text:	“ I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand.  If anyone does not love the 


		Lord—a curse be on him, Come, O Lord!  The grace of the Lord Jesus be 


		with you.  My love to all of you in Christ Jesus, Amen.”  -- 


1 Corinthians 16:21-24





Michelangelo painted the ceiling of the Sistene Chapel from 1535-1541


It was very large measuring 48 by 44 feet.  The topic was Judgment Day


Christ was pictured as a furious, threatening figure with his arm raised in condemnation


Flanked on his side were Peter and John shown as stern prosecutors urging Christ to be more severe


On the right were the damned – violently descending into hell


On the left were the saved, who are engaged in a grim struggle for survival


It almost seems like they could fall into hell if he just had made a simple slip





Michelangelo painted what many people think and feel


We are sinners in the hands of an angry God


God holds us over the fires of hell


Only those who do best will get to heaven





For many Judgment Day brings up a sense of dread


Some say, “Most Christians get into Heaven by backing out of hell


Many unchurched people are unchurched because they remember Christianity as a guilt trap, or they feared the journey


Many have run so far away from the fear of Judgment Day that they didn’t even want to think about it





What do we do with the Judgment Day?


Are we sinners in the hands of an angry God?


Does God dangle us over fires for hell?


Will only the best get to Heaven?





Will Thompson wrote a song, “There’s a Great Day Coming”


There verses say, “There’s a Great Day Coming”


When Saints and Sinners shall be parted right and left


Are you ready for that day to come?


Are you ready for the Judgment Day?














Is Thompson right? -- Here are Two Questions?


What is the Christian future?


What should we think about?


The Christian future has three pieces





# 1 - JESUS WILL RETURN


“Immediately after the distress of those days the sun will be darkened, and 


        the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the 


        heavenly bodies will be shaken.  At that time the sign of the Son of Man will


        appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn.  They will see 


        the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.


        And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his


        elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.”  


							Matthew 24:29-31





“Listen, I tell you a mystery:  We will not all sleep, but we will all be 


       changed---in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the 


       trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 


       changed.  For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the


       mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true:


      “Death has been swallowed up in victory,”  Where, O death, is your victory?


      Where, O death is your sting?  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin 


       is the law.  But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord


      Jesus Christ.


							1 Corinthians 15:51-57





A number of things will happen that day


The sun will become dark


The moon will disappear


The stars will fall


The heavens will shake


The clouds in the sky


Will have Jesus and the angles


Trumpets will blow


The dead will come out of their graves





# 2 - Judgment Day


“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he 


        will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.  All the nations will be gathered 


       before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd


       separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on his right and the


       goats on his left.”			Matthew 25:31-33











“Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it.  Earth and


      sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.  And I saw the 


      dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and the books were opened.


      Another book was opened, which is the book of life.  The dead were judged 


      according to what they had done as recorded in the books.


Revelation 20:11-12


A number of things are included in that day


All people


Jesus is on the throne


There are books present





# 3 - ETERNITY OF HEAVEN AND HELL


“The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the


      	dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he


	had done.  Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  The 


	lake of fire is the second death.  If anyone’s name was not found written


	in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  Then I saw a new


	heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed


	away, and there was no longer any sea.  I saw the Holy City, the new


	Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride


	beautifully dressed for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the 


	throne saying,  “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live 


	with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 


	and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be


	no more death of mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things


	has passed away.”		Revelation 20:13-21:4





Hell is described as


Unquenchable fire (Matthew 3:12)


Worms that never die (Mark 9:48)


Smoke of torment goes up forever (Revelation 14:11)


A lake of fire and brimstone





Heaven is described as


Golden streets, pearly gates (Revelation 21:9 and following)


A marriage supper of the lamb (Revelation 19:7-9)


Many mansions are there (John 14:2)


Place of no grief, crying or pain





Dozens of New Testament passages describe the Christian future


Three points are offered as merely a summary


# 1 - Jesus will return


# 2 - There will be a Judgment Day


# 3 - There is a Heaven and a Hell





That is what is coming


What response should we make?


Is Michelango right?


Are we sinners in the hands of an angry God? 


What can we do to be ready for the Judgment Day?


Here are Three Thoughts





# 1 - THERE IS CERTAIN LOGIC TO A JUDGMENT DAY


The world is not a fair place


It is filled with injustice


People get away with murder, sometimes with mass murder


Children are abused, there is injustice to the weak





Think of the great tragedies of the world


Hitler and 6 million 


Stalin and 30 million


The Great Leap Forward and 30 million





The book, Wild Swan tells of the Great Leap Forward


As I read it, I thought this is wrong, wrong, wrong


Why should all these people suffer?


Who is going to make this right?





There should be a reckoning


There should be a day when accounts are settled


The evil should pay


The oppressed should receive justice





The downside of the Judgment Day is that if accounts are settled


That means that my account with the world and with God will also be 


	settled


There should be some way of righting all my wrongs


I am not as bad as Hitler, but I have done wrong


All of the people that I have hurt, offended, wronged, hated, lied to


All that has to be settled


Somebody has to pay for all those evil deeds





That is the whole point of Christianity


Jesus paid the price


Jesus suffered pain that made things right


He was willing to settle all of my accounts














That is the whole point of 


Believe that Jesus can right all wrong


Repent of a life of sin


Be baptized into the Death, Burial and Resurrection of Jesus, to get a new life


He paid a debt he did not own, I had a debt I could not pay





# 2 -OUR WORST FEARS ABOUT THE JUDGMENT DAY ARE NOT IN 


	SCRIPTURE


THERE IS NO EVIDENCE ANYWHERE


Judgment Day is arbitrary


God is capricious


Heaven and Hell are based on our worst act


Eternity is based on our last act





The Bible gives - matter-of-fact descriptions about the Future


There are no descriptions about an angry God


There are no people being poked by devils


There are no people hanging on for dear life





Rather the reaction hangs on one word


1 Corinthians 15:58 describes the future


The reaction comes in chapter 16:22


All of 1 Corinthians in written in Greek


At the end there is an Aramaic word


It is “Maranatha”


It means, “Come, O Lord”


It is a reaction of anticipation





1 Corinthians spells out the Christian future


Jesus will return


There will be a judgment day


There will be an eternity with Heaven and Hell


The response is “Maranatha”


Come, O Lord





# 3
