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Main Text:	So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any incentive of love, any 


participation in the Spirit,, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy be being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.  Do nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count others better than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of the Father


									Philippians 2:1-11





Wall Street Journal on October 2, 1998


An article titled “How to Give More”


It was an analysis of the state of giving in America


In 1967 the average American gave 2.1%


In 1997 the average American gave 1.6%


The average church goer gives 2.46%





The article cites the case of Carol Becker


She is a 39 year old banker


She said, “I could afford to give more”


I just didn’t think about it





Melissa Leonard is a pollster in San Francisco


She canvassed upscale neighborhoods


She asked the reason that most people cited for not donating to charity


They said they did not have enough money


They said that even with a Plexus in their driveway





The unstated theme of the article was about comfort


We don’t like to be pulled from our comfort zones


We like things just the way they are


“Don’t rock my boat”





But this is exactly what the Bible does


The Bible pushes us out of our comfort zones


The Bible rocks our boat


The Bible stretches the rubber band of our lives





No text is more typical of this than the great text of Philippians 2


Count others better than yourselves


Look not only to your own interests, but the interests of others


Have this mind in yourselves that Jesus had





It is an amazing text


It pulls us out of comfort zones


It rocks our boat


It stretches us like few things do





The Bible does this repeatedly through a 3 fold process


A dream 


A plan


A people





See the 3 fold process in Philippians 


The dream – every knee should bow, every tongue confess


The plan – serve people like Jesus did


The people – Paul, the Philippians and all those who read this letter





God’s people were slaves in Egypt


The dream – to go to the promised land


The plan – The exodus from Egypt


The people – Moses and Joshua





God’s people were captives in Babylon


The dream – was to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem


The plan – return to Palestine


The people – Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah





First century Palestine was filled with poverty and despair


The dream – a community within society focused on justice and 


	and righteousness


The plan – A church


The people – Peter, James, John, Paul and others





13.	(I)	Highland Street Church of Christ carries on in that same tradition


We have a dream of showing mercy, seeking the lost and being servants


We have a dream of being like Jesus


We have a dream of being like the New Testament church trying to be like Jesus











14.	Our dreams involve Memphis


We dream of a day when every tongue in our city will confess the name of 


       Jesus


We dream of a day when every knee in Memphis will bow to almighty God


We dream of a day when Jesus comes back to claim his own.  He will arrive on a cloud and then stop and have to send back to heaven for more clouds because more people are going to heaven from Memphis than he expected


We dream of a day when there will be no child uncared for


We dream of a day when we will be known as a city of compassion, not a city of poverty


We dream of a day when the Mayor goes on TV announcing that we have cut back on the police force because crime is down and the city is at peace.  It all started when some Christian people decided to make than a place of mercy





15.	We dream of  being a church of servants


Where elders are recognized first as servants


Where teenagers grow up expecting to be servants


Where the greatest among us is the least among us





16.	(II) But we not only have a dream, but we have a plan


We want to start new churches…….we have started 9 since 1990


One in BA, one in Japan, 3 in the Ukraine and 4 in Memphis


2 more churches are expected to be started in Memphis in 1999





17.	We plan for this church to continue to grow


We added space and staff so the Sunday School could grow to 1500


This means we plan on starting a 4th Sunday morning service


This means we plan on eventually starting 2 Sunday schools


We want a Sunday school that is CROSS centered


The cross stands for Christ, Relationships, Outreach, Study and Service





18.	(III)	We have the people


Just as Moses and Joshua let God work through them


Just as Zerubabbel, Ezra and Nehemiah let God work through them


Just as Peter, James, John and Paul let God work through them


So there are a host of people in this church that are letting God work the plan through them





19.	We support 8 missionaries around the world


Of those 8, 7 came from Highland Street Church of Christ


Robin Cannon is in Japan


Chris Morris, Mark Kledzik, Betty Dollar and Monica Moreland are in Ukraine


Jennifer Joachim and Tosha Turnipseed are in Italy








20.	Highland Street Church of Christ people have stepped up to the line and said


	“Use Me”


David Ralston just returned from his 26th trip to the Ukraine


Gary McCormick leads a faithful group of people in the 19th year of Parents Night Out


Ron Wade works with international students


Larry Kee, Sally Cook and Melissa Taylor work at the Downtown Church


Brett Gooch and Claire Coffe work with our youth


The list goes on and on.  I can’t mention them all


God is supplying the people





21.	Some times I stop myself and ask myself


Why do I do what I do?


What moves these people to do what they do?


Why do I give what I give?


I think of 2 answers





22.	# 1 - I WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE


When I die, I want to have MADE A DIFFERNCE in this world


I don’t want my legacy to be 2 cars in a garage and a closet full of clothes


I want to be part of something larger than myself





23.	That’s why I am part of Highland Street Church of Christ


We are Making A Difference


Lives, neighborhoods, communities are being changed


We are MAKING A DIFFERENCE





24.	# 2 - I FEEL CALLED BY GOD


Some times I look at my contributions and think, “If I just cut that in half


Here are the things I could do


I could make a monthly payment on this……


I could afford to go to this place


I could make this a part of my life





25.	Some times it is so tempting


Just cut it


The church won’t miss it


Nobody will know


Nobody will say a thing





26.	But I can’t


I feel called by God


There is something bigger going on here than me and my money


That is what fueled Christianity since the beginning





27.	Dick Willems - Believed in Christ at a hostile time in Holland


He was accused of being a Christian


The authorities arrested him and put him in prison for execution


On a cold winter day, me made a rope of knotted rags and escaped


He ran across the frozen prison moat


He heard a guard behind him


Willems ran as fast as he could, he heard a scream


He turned around and the guard had gone through the ice and was calling for help


Willems froze.  He could run and the guard would die


If he saved the guard he would lose himself


It was a defining moment


Willems turned and saved the guard.  Then he was captured by the guard


A few days later he was burned at the stake


Why?   Because he felt a call from God





28.	Paul Hiebert tells of missionaries to India in 1880-1881


A team of 10 couples went to the south part of the country


Within a year, 9 women, 7 men and 32 children died


One of the men was a medical doctor


He had a coffin made and dug a grave next to his house


So he could be buried properly 


When it rained, the roof leaked, so he slept in the coffin


Why did they do it?  They felt a call from God





29.	I called Bob Neil in March 1998


He is 88 years old.  He lives in Nashville.  He was a good friend of 


	E H Ijams


Neil was 15 years old when Ijams started a church in downtown Nashville


I had never met Bob Neil.  I talked with him one time on the phone


When I called him, I identified myself


Because he said hello, or how are you, he said this


f.    He said, “I’ve been praying every day for you and for your church.” Why?


Ever since my friend Ijams started to work at your church in 1958


I’ve been praying for you every day


Why does Bob Neil pray for this church every day for 41 years?


He feels called by God





30.	All these stories illustrate a critical point


Ministry that costs nothing accumulates nothing


If we want to MAKE A DIFFERENCE, it is going to cost us


If we feel a call from God, it is going to cost us


Ministry is expensive


It doesn’t take much money to support a dead church


But it takes lots of money to support a living one


31.	What does all this mean to us?


That is between you and God


It depends on how important Philippians 2 is to you


It depends on how much you believe in the dream, plan and people of this church


It depends on how much you feel called by God


Let me list a dozen things that can get you thinking





32.	A dozen dreams


Pray for this church every day.  That is what Jerry Nowlin does.


Pray that God would raise up new leaders for new ministries and new people for them.  The elders want members to start new ministries


Decide to add 25% to your weekly giving.  We need 100 families to do this


Ask God to raise up 50 people in this church to put an extra $1,000 or $2,000 in the contribution before Christmas


Ask God to give us 100 baptisms next year


Pray every day until Christmas that God would lift off the terrible financial burden the elders feel right now for this church


Take one hour each day and start praying through the directory asking God to bless each one and for them to share that blessing


Pray for MempHIS City, that every tongue would confess Jesus as Lord


Pray Philippians 2:5 that we would have the mind of Christ, shaped by the cross


Pray that we would MAKE A DIFFERENCE


Pray that we would feel called by God





33.	An elderly mother in Scotland went to a world missions meeting


She was a poor woman


The doorman asked if she was a contributor


She wasn’t on the development list


She shook her head and was sent away


She sat down outside and thought of how her son had gone to Sierra Leone in West Africa


He died and was buried in his adopted land


She went back to the ticket taker


She said, “You asked me if I was a contributor.”


I gave my only son as a missionary


He died in service to the people of Sierra Leone


The doorman put aside his development list and led the woman to the front seat





34.	2 Things about that woman


She had MADE A DIFFERENCE


She felt a call from GOD

















