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Main Text:
“For you are a people holy to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for hi sown possession, out of all the peoples that are on the face of the earth.  It was not because you were more in number that any other people that the Lord set his love upon you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples; but it is because the Lord loves you , and is keeping the oath which he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  Know therefore that the Lord you God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, and requites to their face those who hate him, by destroying them; he will not be slack with him who hates him, he will requite him to his face.  You shall therefore be careful to do the commandment, and the statues, and the ordinances, which I command you this day.  

Deuteronomy 7:6-11


1. A musical group from Atlanta called 3rd Day

a. They sang a piece called, “Love Song” written by Mac Powell

b. It recalls something we all experience

c. “I’ve heard it said that a man would climb a mountain just to be with the one he loves, how many times he has broken that promise.  It has never been done.

d. “I’ve heard it said that a man would swim the ocean just to be with the one he loves.  How many times he has broken that promise.  It has never been done.

2. 3rd Day sings what we expect:  “Life’s love is littered with broken promises”

a. Love we gave never returned

b. Love we were promised never delivered

c. Love we depended on was not dependable

3. 3rd Day goes on to pose a 2nd kind of love

a. I know that you don’t understand the fullness of my love, how I died upon the cross for your sins and I know that you didn’t realize how much I gave you, but I promise, I would do it all again

b. Just to be with you, I’ve done everything.  There’s no price I did not pay, just to be with you.  I gave everything. Yes, I gave my life away

4. That’s a radically different kind of love

a. Love we give is returned

b. Love we are promised is delivered

c. Love we depended on is dependable

5. What kind of love is that?  Where do I get it? How does it work?

6. One of the first times this love has ever been discussed in human history is in Deuteronomy 7

a. Moses is speaking to the people on the border between slavery and freedom

b. The old generation is giving away to a new generation

c. There are many fears about how to pass on faith and love

d. They are worried about the enemy nations and a hostile culture

e. Then comes Moses with a description of a radical love

f. Moses describes love with 3 ancient words that sound as fresh as 3rd day

g. The word (chashaq) means “set his love” and is all one word

h. There is strong emotional feeling and attachment beyond reason

i. It is like the physical desire that a man has for a beautiful woman

j. It is like the attraction that a woman has for a man

k. God has that kind of attraction to us

7. But there is one thing radical about his love:  God shows it to the unattractive

a. God has this strong desire for Israel, but Israel is not a nation most would desire

b. IF YOU WERE GOD picking a people to love, this would not be the people you would pick

c. If you were a woman choosing a man, this is not a male you would choose.  

d. If you were a man picking a wife, this would not be the woman you would choose

e. There was nothing attractive here, BUT GOD WAS ATTRACTED NONETHELESS

8. II.  Deuteronomy 7:8

a. There is another word for love (ahav).  It is a general word for love

b. It means parental love, a love for food and was defined by the context

9. The context here is a long history of this love

a. God promised Abraham 600 years before that he would lead all generations

b. This love existed before these people existed

c. They were being loved before they were born

d. They were being loved not because of who they were but because of who God was

10. III.  Deuteronomy 7:9 – The 3rd word for love

a. The 3rd word for love is “steadfast love” (hesed) which stresses loyalty

b. This is love that will not quit, let go, stop, let up, wear out, fizzle

c. This is love filled with kindness, mercy and compassion

d. This is love that continues in spite of unfaithfulness

11. This love is so endless that it is promised for a Thousand Generations

a. It is NOT JUST PROMISED by Moses to the people at the border

b. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the people of Israel

c. But promised to a thousand generations including us

12. Three words for love describes the core of human truth:  WE ARE LOVED

a. God sets his love.  He loves the unattractive.  He has accepting love

b. He loves you.  A love based on the lover, not the loved.  It is free love

c. It is steadfast love.  Love that won’t let go, loyal love

13. This love goes beyond the rational

a. It doesn’t make sense, it has to be sensed

b. It is not just taught, it must be caught

c. It’s not just expressed, it must be experienced

d. It’s not just ordinary love, it is extraordinary love

e. It’s not regular love, it’s radical love

14. This love goes beyond the expected

a. WE THINK WE should be loved because of our looks and our possessions and our talents.  We think that ugly, needy and being awkward makes us unlovable

b. THIS LOVE dashes that to pieces and connects with us at our ugliest and poorest and weakest point

c. GOD LOVE the unlovable and the loveable, the pretty and the ugly, the in crowd and the out crowd

d. God’s love for you is based on him and not on you

15. The story of John Merrick was made into a movie called the Elephant Man

a. Merrick lived in the 19th century in London.  He was disfigured by neurofibromatosis

b. His appearance was grotesque.  His family rejected him and he worked in a freek show

c. Dr. Frederick Treves found John and moved him to a London hospital and cared for him

d. He treated him as a person and provided books and a tutor for him

16. One day Madge Kendall came to see John

a. She was a beautiful woman.  She was an actress and in high society

b. She brought a gift of Shakespeare’s plays

c. John was ugly, nervous and embarrassed, but he knew the words

d. He turned to Romeo and Juliet and started to read the words of Romeo

e. See! How she leans her cheek upon her hand, that I might touch her cheek

17. As he read Madge moved to sit beside him

a. She had played Juliet and knew the lines

b. Almost without thinking they finished the scene

c. Then before Madge Kendall takes ugly John’s hand

d. She leaned over and kissed his swollen leathery cheek

e. Why Mr. Merrick, you’re not an Elephant man at all.  Oh no, You are Romeo!

f. Dr. Teaves said that John was a changed man from that moment

18. IT DOESN’T MATTER IF YOU DON’T remember Deuteronomy 7 or know the 3 words

a. IT DOES MATTER THAT you experience this Love of God

b. And you be among the thousand generations that know love

19. PUT YOURSELF IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD; CLOSE YOUR EYES if that helps

a. You feel unlovable, unwanted and filled with anxiety and fear

b. Then you feel something touch your hand.  It is warm and caring and secure.  It is God’s hand taking your hand

c. Then you feel moisture on your cheek.  The lips of God have kissed you

d. A voice speaks: “You’re not ugly at all” You are the one I love

e. Listen to me.  Listen to this.  “I have set my love upon you and chosen you

f. I love you because I am keeping a promise made before you were born

g. I love you and no matter what you do, I will not stop loving you.

20. We must notice a critical point

a. This love is not from Moses, it is from God

b. But God sent the word of this love through Moses.  The voice is the voice of Moses

c. The words are the words of Moses.  The face is the face of Moses

d. But the love is the love of God.  

e. What we need is a Moses

21. On November 3, 2002 on a Wednesday night, Highland Street Church of Christ Youth Ministry played host to 18 year old John

a. John has a brain tumor that is so rare that nobody can even identify it

b. His lifelong wish was to go skiing with his parents

c. Highland Street Church of Christ teenagers made that possible through Make-A-Wish

d. 275 Teenagers gathered that night to celebrate

e. FM 100 broadcasted some of it live

22. Sally Whitehorn is President of Make a Wish

a. She wrote: “Thank you for extending God’s hand and sharing his love with a child who needed a little reminder that people do care about them

b. What’s going on here?  What was this about?

c. Highland Street Church of Christ teenagers became Moses, telling about the love of God

23. Jack and Hazel Cross is Marka Bennett’s parents

a. They are not wealthy, but they live okay

b. They wanted to give family presents this past holiday

c. Jack has Parkinson’s cancer and was limited in what they could do

24. In Christmas2002 I was given a family booklet they wrote

a. In it was a story  of celebrating Christmas in 1026-28 in West Texas

b. What struck me was the opening of the book

c. He dedicated the book to 4 children and dozens of grandchildren

d. He wrote to tell these stories and your own stories to your children and grandchildren

e. Let’s keep our family’s love alive throughout the generations.

f. Granddaddy and I want to encourage you, too to tell you children about God and Jesus so that our family’s legacy of faith will also live through the generations

25. What’s going on here?

a. Hazel is Mrs. Moses, passing on the Love of God

26. When I was interning at Highland Street Church of Christ in the 1970’s, Jerry Lamb was 4 years old

a. His parents were Jim and Lindacelle, his grandparents were Linder and Lucille Ramsey

b. Jerry used to run around the auditorium after church and make noise

c. I remember some people complained to the elders about his behavior

d. I don’t know if they knew that his grandfather was an elder

e. I never gave that kid a second thought.  He wasn’t in my thoughts

27. Now Jerry Lamb works for the Christian Chronicle

a. He keeps track of news of he Churches of Christ

b. He travels widely

28. But that’s not why Jerry Lamb is important to me

a. In the summer of 1994, Jerry Lamb was a youth intern at Highland Street Church of Christ

b. At church camp he paid attention to a tall 13 year old boy

c. He was simply passing on the love of God

d. He was Moses at summer camp

e. The love of God was passing through his body and soul to another generation

f. That 13 year old boy decided to follow Jesus and was baptized just after camp

g. The boy Jerry Lamb loved was my son

29. The most important thing we do as a church is to be Moses

a. `We are to pass on the love of God

b. To be a conduit through which the love of God flows to another Thousand generations

c. I don’t know anybody who shows the love of God better than Donnie Stover

d. Donnie Stover has been there when young people of this city and church sense the love of God

e. He’s a Moses to remind us that passing on the love of God is still our business.

