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Main Text:
"Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he gave orders to go over to the other side.  And a scribe came up and said to him, 'Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.  And Jesus said to him, 'Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man has nowhere to lay his head.'  Another of the disciples said to him, 'Lord, let me first go and bury my father.'  But Jesus said to him, 'Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead."










Matthew 8:18-22

1. Matthew Chapters 5- 9 give us 2 views of Jesus 

a. Chapters 5-7 is often called the sermon on the mount.  Jesus is teaching with authority

b. Chapters 8-9 is about miracles.  Jesus living with authority

2. Matthew 8-9 tells about 10 miracles and familiar stories

a. Some of the miracles are Jesus healing the leper, healing the Centurion's servant, and Jesus healing Peter's mother-in-law

b. Other miracles are that Jesus stopping the storm, having demons leave a man and go into pigs.  The paralytic is forgiven and healed

c. Other miracles are the woman with the issue of blood being healed, the ruler's daughter was healed, and the blind and dumb were also healed

3. In the middle of the 10 miracles is the issue of Discipleship….In Matthew 8, Jesus

a. attracts large crowds

b. heals major diseases

c. attracts first disciples

4. Matthew 8:18-22 finds Jesus in a boat

a. It was a small boat, not a cabin cruiser, or a Royal Car line

b. The waves were choppy because of the coming storm

c. The text says that Jesus gave orders to go to the other side

d. Will you board my boat?

5. The boat is a test of discipleship
a. The Disciples are on the shore, Jesus in the boat

b. WILL YOU board my boat?

c. WILL YOU sail with my ship?

d. WILL  YOU cross in my craft?

6. Crossing the lake is not a small thing.  It MEANT

a. Leaving the crowds that he had impressed with his teaching and miracles

b. He was not at home that night, nobody packed a bag, nobody told the family that he would not be home for supper

c. There was danger.  The storm clouds were already gathering

d. Storms on the sea were feared, first century boats were sunk at sea

e. Wise heads are thinking, "It's not a good time to cross."

7. All that raises issues for the disciples

a. They could say, "Jesus, the crowds love you, why leave?"

b. They could say, "Jesus, we're not prepared for an overnight trip?"

c. They could say, "Jesus, the signs suggest a storm!"

8. As Jesus gets on the boat, 2 men approach him

a. One wants a ticket

b. The other one wants to give up his ticket

c. They are unnamed,  We will call them Scholar and Son

9. # 1 - Professor Torah Scholar

a. He says that he is ready to follow Jesus anywhere

b. He wants to enroll in Jesus school

c. He says, "I want to go with you across the lake.   I don't care about the storm.  I don’t need to let anybody know where I am going.  Maybe we can study on the boat."

10. Jesus response surprises us.  It probably surprised the scholar'

a. Jesus says, "I have no where to lay my head.  Even a fox has an address.  I don't"

b. Birds have a place to go.  I don't

c. I DON'T have a CR, or a library, or an admission office

d. Are you sure you want to follow me, Mr. Scholar?

11. # 2 is the Son

a. It appears that his father is either sick, or recently passed away (died)

b. The 10 commandments said, Honor your Father and Mother.

c. In Genesis 50, Joseph pleaded with Pharaoh  to allow him to go and bury his father

d. The ancient Jewish books like the Tobit and Sirah say that burial of a parent is important

12. The son wanted to follow Jesus

a. He would appear to say, "I know you're leaving on a boat, I will catch the next one

b. I know you're going to do miracles on the other side.  I've seen 3

c. It's not the storm I'm afraid of 

d. It's not that we won't sleep in our bed tonight

e. But there's been a death in the family

f. I'll just be a couple of days

13. Jesus response surprises us.  It probably surprised the Son

a. He would seem to say, "Follow me.  Board the boat.  Take a seat

b. Let the undertaker do his work

c. Get on the boat and deal with life.  Don’t focus on what's dead

14. This discipleship texts is often confusing and frightful

a. Jesus appears mean, unreasonable, uncaring

b. What is Jesus asking them to do?  What does it mean to us?

15. Look for principles not specifics

a. He is not saying that you cannot be a disciple and sleep in a bed

b. He is saying that you can't put your bead before discipleship

c. He is not saying that you cannot bury your father

d. He is saying that you can't put burial of your father before discipleship

e. There are 2 fundamental principles of Discipleship here

16. # 1 - DISCIPLESHIP IS NOT ABOUT US, IT'S ABOUT JESUS

17. We often approach church like that insurance agent

a. Use the church directory as a marketing device

b. Contact all people in the church about insurance needs

c. Then he would move on to another church.  The church was about him, not about Jesus

18. Think about the lines we use to evaluate Christianity

a. I didn't get much out of that

b. Nobody there said hello to me

c. Nobody asked me to do anything

d. Nobody visited me in the hospital

e. These are all ways of saying that church is about me, not about Jesus

19. Discipleship is not about us, but it is about Jesus

a. Society's key question is, "What's in it for me?"

b. Jesus' key question is , "Are you in it for me?"

c. Society says, "What will I get?"

d. Jesus says, "What will you give?"

20. Jesus says that anybody who follows me must travel light

a. No luggage on this trip.  No overhead compartments

b. Leave what you have.  We're not staying at the Sheraton

21. If we zoom 30 years forward, we see that Jesus was right

a. 1 Corinthians 4:11 describes the men who got on the boat that day

b. The foxes and birds had a more settled life than those who followed Jesus

22. Imagine you are planning a trip and you go to the travel agency

a. There at the desk is Jesus.  You ask him if he has any trips

b. He says, "I've got just one and it is called Discipleship."

c. You ask, "What's the destination?"

d. He said, "I don't know."

e. You ask, "What is the single room supplement?"

f. He said, "There isn't one."

g. You ask, "Where will we stay……..how many stars?"

h. He said, "There are no reservations."

i. You ask, "Will we have assigned seats?"

j. He says, "There are no guarantees."

k. Then Jesus says, "It will cost you all that you have,….sign here."

23. The scholar knows a good deal when he sees it

a. The sermon on the mount showed that Jesus was a great teacher

b. The sermon on the mount has become one of the great pieces of world literature because of it's high point of moral teaching

c. The scholar saw that and recognized that here was a rising star.  He thought that he wanted to be around him

d. Three miracles showed that Jesus was more than a teacher.  He was beyond any mortal

e. People everywhere were flocking to him.  Jesus was wildly popular

f. It is one thing to study under a rabbi who has Genesis memorized

g. It is another thing to study under a rabbi who has the whole society mesmerized

24. Based on Matthew 8, Christianity looked like a gold mine

a. Nobody had been able to heal lepers…….Jesus just did

b. No Jew had respect of a Centurion…….Jesus just did

c. Nobody could heal Peter's mother in law…..Jesus just did

25. The scholar could see the future

a. He could have an MA. and DD, a CPA, or Ph.D. after his name, then the magic words

b. He studied at Capernanum Christian University under Dr. Jesus

c. People would want him to make videos and speak at lectureships

26. The scholar wants to board the boat, but on his own terms

a. He wants to study.  Jesus says that it is going to be a storm

b. He wants a cruise.  Jesus says that it is going to lead to a cross

c. The ISSUE is Board my boat

27. Jesus asks the hard question, DO YOU WANT TO FOLLOW ME WHEN INSTEAD OF

a. Getting……you must start giving

b. Healing…….it starts hurting

c. Profit……it gets painful

d. Sleep…..it gets sleepless

28. The text doesn't tell us what the Scholar decided

a. Did he board his boat or did he turn away?

b. Did he decide it was about him, or did he decide that it was about Jesus

# 2 - DISCIPLESHIP IS NOW, NOT LATER

29. The son is a good man

a. He wants to follow Jesus, but he has some issues to sort out first

b. He wants to be on the boat, but unavoidable circumstances interfere

c. It is not clear if his father is dead, or just sick

30. There is a missionary to Syria named M. Waldmeir, who converted a rich young Turkish man

a. He worked out arrangements for him to go to Europe to study theology

b. The Turk said, "I must first go bury my father."  That sounded reasonable to Waldmeir

c. He expressed sympathy to the young man on the passing  of his father

d. The Turk said, "My father is still alive.  What I meant is that I have family obligations, I couldn't possibly leave until my father is gone.  

e. That might be many years.

31. The issue here is not that he can't buy the dead

a. Not that he can't take care of family matters

b. Not that he can't be a good son

c. The issue is: Discipleship is now

d. Will you board my boat?

32. Jesus knows that Discipleship is something we tend to put off

a. I want to be a disciple, but there is something I must do first

b. I want to follow Jesus, but it will have to wait until tomorrow

c. The key words in the response is ……"Let me first go….."

33. I'LL BOARD YOUR BOAT, BUT LET ME FIRST

a. Get through school,…get that promotion,…get the kids out of diapers

b. Get the house fixed up….get out of debt…get control of my schedule

c. Get through chemotherapy…get through this divorce…get through this depression

34. None of those things are wrong……they are all good

a. The issue is that Discipleship is not something we can put off

b. The question is are you willing to be his Disciple right NOW?

35. Otherwise all of life is becomes a "let me first go"

a. I'll go to Sunday School class, but let me first get new clothes

b. I'll invite somebody to church, but let me do more Bible study

c. I'll start giving, but let me first balance my budget

36. Suppose after church is over you walk through the Center Lobby

a. There you meet Jesus coming in the front door

b. He says, "I'm glad I ran into you.  Let's go."

c. Let's go, come follow me right how.  The car's out front

37. NOT SAYING YOU HAVE TO

a. Never sleep on a bed again….never care for your family 

b. Sell your house, quit your job

c. Will you follow me right at this moment?  Will you board my boat?

38. Discipleship is not something we putt off until a convenient time

a. Putting off Discipleship for the Christian is like saying, "I don't have time to breath

b. I'll breath tomorrow, I have to take care of family matters today

c. Putting off Discipleship for the Christian is like saying, "I don't have time to eat."

d. I'll eat next week.  I have to go to the funeral home now

39. What is Jesus doing with these 2 points?

a. Discipleship is not about me, it is about him

b. Discipleship is now, not later

c. He is raising the bar, making Christianity high expectations

d. I have two final comments

40. # 1 - Nothing challenges my life more than Discipleship

a. I learned that you can fake Discipleship and pretend to be on the boat when you are still on the shore

b. 3/4 of the time this past spring, I found myself on the shore, pretending to be on the boat

c. To hear me talk, I was in the storm on the ship, but I could see my feet on the shore

41. # 2 - I don't want to lower expectations set by Christ

a. I want to apologize to this church

b. At times in my preaching, I may have left the impression that Jesus doesn’t expect anything of you

c. That was the wrong impression, the wrong conclusion, a poor choice of words

d. We are saved by grace, but grace gives us a free ticket to get on the Discipleship boat

e. If I have left you with the message that you should come here because you will find a place to lay your head

f. Or that you can put off Discipleship till tomorrow, I am sorry.  

g. The Bar is high

42. Jesus is on his boat (maybe step into the boat at the front)

a. No beds on the boat, it is leaving right now and there is a storm on the horizon

b. There is no question about where Jesus is.  The question is where are you?

43. Many of us spend our lives on the shore.  WE LOVE TO

a. Watch Jesus on his boat, hear him speak, watch him calm the storm

b. Watch miracles, see his kind face, but we never board his boat

44. Some of us boarded the boat and then got off

a. We thought it would be nicer than it was

b. We didn't like the tossing waves, so we wadded ashore

c. Some of us have wet shoes and socks from wadding back to shore

45. The reality is we must board the boat every day.  Sometimes we 

a. Get afraid……get busy…..get comfortable…..get preoccupied

b. Then we turn around and there's Jesus in the boat wondering if we 'll come

46. There are 3 kinds of responses

a. For first time boarders…….you need to be baptized

b. For rededicated boarders…..you need to have prayers offered for you

c. There are 2-3 people who have just spend the night on the boat and have a story to tell……you need to be witnesses

47. Maybe you have been saying, "I'll come forward, BUT LET ME FIRST

a. Get my life under control

b. Learn more about the Bible

c. Become a person of prayer

d. Conquer this sin

e. Discipleship comes first…..Luke 9:23

