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Main Text: “One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon.  Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.  When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money.  Peter looked straight at him, as did John.  Then Peter said, “Look at us!”  So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.  Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.  Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong.  He jumped to his feet and began to wok.  Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God.  When all the people saw him walking and praising God, they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.  While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade.”					Acts 3:1-11





Acts 2 is a central Bible Text


It discusses the fulfillment of prophecy


The beginning of the church


The first responses to the Gospel





The background


Jesus had died, was buried and was resurrected discussed at Passover


Past rested on the appearances of Jesus and his ascension


Acts 2 is a the feast of Pentecost





The Apostles 


There is a sound of a rushing wind


There are tongues of fire on top 


They began speaking in other languages


The people from 15 nations were there during the feast


They were amazed that all of them could understand the message in their own language





12 Apostles speak.  Peter’s statements are recorded


He said that the Old Testament prophets predicted this day


He read a long quote from Joel chapter 2


It told about the Spirit being poured out


It told about the people preaching


It told about the people seeing visions and dreaming dreams





It is striking that Joel would look forward to that day


We tend to look back on Bible times


We see it all the same


In Joel 2 and Acts 2, they are both marvelous days


Days in which God worked in amazing ways


But Joel said there was something to happen in Acts 2


That didn’t happen in his day


We think something happened in Joel’s day that doesn’t happen in ours


Joel predicted something would happen in Acts 2 that didn’t happen in his day





God works in all ages


He works different in each age


Something is going on in Acts 2


That did not happen in Joel’s day


Or in our day





Preachers in Acts 2 call for a response


Jesus is Lord and Christ


You must repent and be baptized


      c.	That day 3,000 people are baptized


d.	Every day after that people are baptized





8.	This is an amazing response


I remember preaching in Ukraine


I told people that Jesus is Lord and Christ


You must repent and be baptized


27 people came to be baptized


It took one hour to baptize them all





Yet here are 100 times more baptisms than we did


Imagine 3,000 people being converted


3,000 people being baptized





Then we read about the early church


It is from these verses that we get the CROSS acronym


The early church did 5 things - C-R-O-S-S


It was a vibrant community that was Making A Difference in Jerusalem





3 Amazing things happened in Acts 2


There was a tremendous outpouring of the Holy Spirit


There was a tremendous response of 3,000


There was a tremendous community of the early church











After reading Acts 2, I can’t imagine Acts 3 being any better


How could God top this?


How can you to the Holy Spirit predicted by Joel?


How can you exceed 3,000 conversions?


How can you go beyond the early church?





Who was left in Jerusalem to convert?


People who resisted the outpouring of the early church


People who were not impressed with the responses


People who opposed the early church


Only the hard core were left





Chapter 3 opens with a surprise


Peter and John go to the temple to pray


You might wonder, why are they not with the church?


Why are they not in a house church?


Why are they not praying with the 3,000?





At the gate of the temple they encounter a lame man


He was handicapped since birth


Acts 4 tells us he was over 40


Everyday he begged at the gate


So when Peter and John came by he asked them for money


Peter and John said, “Look at us?”


The man looked and wondered how much


Peter said, “I didn’t have any money, but I give you what I have.”


In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, rise up and walk





Things happened quickly


The man stood up


His ankles and feet were made strong


He skipped surgery and physical therapy


He started walking


He started leaping


He started praising God


The text says he “…………………………”


Say that with me


He…………………………………….”





Isaiah seems to have had this day in mind


In Isaiah 35:6 he writes, “then shall the lame man leap like hart”


Isaiah said there was something to happen in Acts 3


That did not happen in his day


We think something happened in Isaiah’s day that doesn’t happen in ours


Isaiah predicted something happened in Acts 3 that didn’t happen in his day





Acts 3 tells us what happened next


The lame man clung to Peter and John


He went to Solomon’s porch


A huge crowd of people gathered





It is striking that they were not gathering because


Of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit


Tremendous response of the 3,000


The community of the early church


Gathered simply because Peter and John helped the lame man





When the crowd gathers, Peter speaks


He reminds them of Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection


He calls them to respond to the gospel


His lesson is laced with words from Isaiah





Isaiah predicted that a servant would come


He would help the people


He would suffer for the people


He would die for the people





That is what Peter says happened


Peter and John served a 40 year old man with bed sores


Peter and John looked into a face that only knew pain


Peter and John took the hand of the man that always begged





They served a man


It attracted a crowd


The gospel was preached





Chapter 4 tells us about 2 more results of service


It tells that the number of people who came to Christ was now 5,000 men


The authorities were now anxious to stop the Christian movement


All because Peter and John served a handicapped man





Kenneth Chaffin’s book The Reluctant Witness


He was talking to a Mexican woman


He asked her why she believed


She said, “ I came to the city as a stranger, very lonely


A lady from church came to visit me


She brought me a gift wrapped in pretty paper


She had me to her home for a meal


When I saw the love she had for me, I knew the story in God’s book about love was true





Earl Palmer’s book, The Enormous Exception


He talked to Premed students at the University of California at Berkley


He became a Christian after a long period of doubt and questions


He asked the man why, what tipped the scales


What argument did you hear


He told him that he had had the flu and missed 10 days of school


He had a Christian classmate who collected all his assignments and helped him catch up


He said that people just didn’t do things like that.  I wanted to know what made this guy act the way he did.  I found myself asking if I could go to church with him





When I was a child we did not go to church


The only time we went to church was VBS (Vacation Bible School)


In the summer after the 6th grade I had a teacher named Mildred Studsman


After class was over she invited me to her farm


I couldn’t believe it


Nobody had ever invited me anywhere


I was just a poor kid


But this rich woman wanted me to come to lunch


She had cloth napkins.  I did not know what to do with cloth napkins


She treated me like a king


I was just in 6th grade


After that I wanted to know everything about Mildred Studsman


I wanted to know what made her so nice to a 6th grader





There was another little boy


His father left the family when he was young


He later learned that his father had shot himself in the head


His mother was strict


She always made him wear a tie to school


She made him sit on the front row


The little boy did not play sports


He did not have any friends


He never asked anybody for help


Nobody ever offered to help him


Before he grew up, his mother hanged herself





That little boy grew up to be Slobodan Milosevic


He is the president of Yugoslavia


He is being called the last tyrant of the 20th century


It makes me wonder how world history would be different


If that little boy had a Mildred Studsman in his life


If he had met a Peter or John on the street





Two points need to be made clear


Not points about the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the 3,000 baptized, or the early church


It is a point about service


One point to members of this church


Other point to seekers





# 1 - To insiders - Service is a powerful witness


Working in the Highland School Store or Parents Night Out


Going to powerhour, or being a sponsor at the Life Skills Lab


Working at the Health Fair in Frayser


Working at the clothing give a way at the Downtown Church


Taking food to a family in pain


Just a letter of kindness in the mail


Playing a role like Peter and John


Being a lighthouse in the modern world





# 2 - Some of you are seekers


Think about why you are here today


Maybe it is the work of the Holy Spirit


Maybe you heard of somebody else’s conversion


Maybe you are attracted to this community





But I suspect that you are much like me


Somewhere in your life there was a Mildred Studsman


Somebody served you


It may have been somebody like Peter or John you did not know


Maybe it was a parent or family member


But what moved you is the same thing that moved the crowds in Acts 3


You are amazed at what you have seen.  How you want to hear





The gospel does call for a response


Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection


Calls us to be like him


To die to sin


Be buried in baptism


Rise to walk a new life


