 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1LIFE BY THE NUMBERS

Harold Shank

August 21, 2005

Main Text:
“ Then Peter came up and said to him, ‘Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?  As many as seven times?  Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.”
Matthew 18:21-22

1.
We live in a world of numbers


a.
Social security numbers, credit card numbers, frequent flyer numbers


b.
Our net worth is by numbers, our jobs are by numbers


c.
Our health is measured in Blood Pressure and cholesterol numbers


d.
We summarize our life by the number of years we’ve lived, and the number of children

2.
At first glance Matthew 18 is about numbers


a.
Jesus and Peter are having a conversation about numbers


b.
Jesus tells a story about numbers


c.
But when it all ends, we find that life is not about numbers at all

3.
Matthew 18:15-20 – Jesus talks about life in the Christian community


a.
What happens when one person hurts, or offends, or sins against another?


b.
Jesus pouts out that we can’t just let people go on offending


c.
Jesus has zero tolerance for evil behavior

4.
Matthew 18:21-22 - Peter wants to reduce it to numbers


a.
How many hurts and offenses and sins do we forgive?


b.
Somebody has to put a number on the table


c.
So Peter offers a number, “Should we forgive 7 times?”

5.
Jesus answers with a number that seeks to move life beyond numbers


a.
He tells him not just 7, but 7 x 70


b.
Jesus may be alluding to Lamech in Genesis 4


c.
Lamech was caught up in a cycle of violence


d.
Somebody had hurt him, so he responded by killing them


e.
Lamech claims he will avenge himself 7 x 70 times


f.
The Greek translation of Genesis 4 uses the exact same words as Jesus does

6.
If we stopped, we might be confused


a.
People hurt and offend and sin against us all the time


b.
We do need a number of times that we will forgive


c.
Peter does us all service seeking that number


d.
He proposes 7.  That’s more than most of us would go


e.
Jesus comes back with a stranger answer.........490


f.
Then he explains his answer with a story

7.
Matthew 18:23-24 is a 3 part parable

8.
Scene 1 is where the King is doing an audit of kingdom operations


a.
He finds a man who owes him a huge sum


b.
We call the man the villain

9.
The Villain owes the king, 10,000 talents


a.
A talent is the largest unit of money (in that time and economy)


b.
10,000 talents is an incredible amount


c.
Josephus said that a tax revenue collected in 4BC was 600 talents


d.
The villain owes the king 17 times the total tax revenue


e.
It would be equal to a days wag for 100 million workers

10.
The villain couldn’t pay, so the King ordered him to prison


a.
He and his wife and children would stay in jail until he paid


b.
The villain falls on his knees and begs for mercy and promises to pay it all


c.
There is no way he can pay it all.  The point of the story is that the amount is beyond paying


d.
The King is moved by pity and forgives the debt

11.
Scene 2: The Villain finds a man who owed him some money


a.
The debtor becomes a creditor.  He is owed 1/60th of a talent


b.
The amount owed the villain is as small as the villain’s debt was large


c.
The villain’s debt was millions of times larger then he loaned the other man


d.
The villain was forgiven of a debt that equals 100,000 workers wages


e.
But he refuses to forgive the debt of the wage of 100 workers


f.
The villain has the debtor thrown into prison

12.
Scene 3: The villain’s lack of mercy is reported to the King


a.
The King calls the villain back, changes his mind, and puts him into prison


b.
The Kings tells him that since he was forgiven a huge debt, he should have forgiven the small debt

13.
What do all of these numbers mean?


a.
Forgive not 7 times, but 490


b.
The villain was forgiven of 10,000 talents debt, but refuses to forgive 1/60th talent debt

14.
The King in the story is God


a.
The 2 debtors are people that live in community


b.
The way we relate to each other is rooted in the way God relates to us


c.
Numbers are a way of telling us something about God

15.
Behind the numbers are the Gospel, the Good News


a.
The word gospel is not used here, but that’s the stage on which this story is acted



out


b.
Understanding the numbers depends on knowing the gospel

16.
The synopsis of the Gospel (Good News)


a.
God = is good and seeks relationships with us (note the order)


b.
Humans =  look like God and are meant to relate to God


c.
Things = God give us things to us for our benefit

17.
The gospel is based on the realization that things are not the way they were meant to be


a.
Humans rebelled and switched the roles (Put Things first, Humans second and God last)


b.
Instead of a relationship with God, we seek a relationship with things


c.
God made us to relate to him.  Things are for us to use


d.
We change it and try to relate to things and use God

18.
Soon the stage of life is littered with death and destruction


a.
So God decided to begin again


b.
To show us how much he loved us, he sent his son


c.
His son showed us how to relate to God and to use things


d.
His son invited us back into a relationship with God


e.
Humans didn’t see the point and they put his son to death

19.
God would not stop seeking relationship even though


a.
He raised his son from the dead


b.
Then said that he would give us the same power


c.
The power that raised Jesus from the dead was given to us to live life

20.
So when Jesus and Peter have a conversation, they touch on Gospel (Good News)


a.
Peter raises the right subject, but he gets the numbers wrong


b.
Should one forgive 7 times?


c.
Forgiveness is about relationships, about God, about the core of life


d.
Peter has the right subject, just has the wrong number


e.
Jesus says its not 7 times, but 7 x 70, it’s infinity

21.
When Jesus says 7 x 70, he’s telling us the numbers of life


a.
7 x 70 describes the gospel (good news), the core of life


b.
7 x 70 takes us back to relationships and power to live as God intended

22.
7 x 70 is a summary of the Bible.......life by numbers


a.
Adam and Eve try to destroy the relationship God offers, but God forgives and keeps the relationship going


b.
Noah walks with God, then turns away.  Abraham was a man after God’s heart, but he lies


c.
Jacob was deceitful, Joseph was vindictive


d.
Moses was given tremendous power....then claims them for himself


e.
David has the problem with Bathsheba and Uriah, Peter denies Jesus 3 times


f.
Saul approves the stoning of Stephen.  Women get caught in adultery


g.
The thief hangs on the cross for crimes committed.  The prodigal son wastes 

                      
money in a far country

23.
The gospel’s forgiveness is inexhaustible


a.
God goes beyond numbers


b.
The only way to describe it with numbers is to give numbers so big that it is 

      

beyond us

24.
If we think of forgiveness as giving an inch, God thinks of forgiveness as a journey                 of a million miles 
 
a.
If we think of forgiveness as taking a minute, God thinks of forgiveness as a 

        

lifetime


b.
If we think of forgiveness as lifting a couple of pounds, God thinks of forgiveness 

  

as tossing a million tons


c.
If we think of forgiveness as within the sight of our eyes, God thinks of 

           
forgiveness as beyond reach of the most powerful telescope


d.
If we think of forgiveness as a cup of cold water, God thinks of forgiveness as the



Atlantic and Pacific combined


e.
If we think of forgiveness as a word of love, God thinks of forgiveness as 845,000



words that are in the Bible


f.
If we think of forgiveness as a sacrifice of pride, God thinks of forgiveness as 

   

offering his only son

25.
The old testament book of Micah echoes this powerful message


a.
He ends his book with 7 fold description of forgiveness


b.
Jesus may be thinking of Micah when he talks to Peter


c.
What Micah describes goes well beyond # 7

26.
Micah’s book parallels life

   
a.
It opens with anger of God and closes with the grace of God


b.
It opens with God judging and closes with God forgiving


c.
It opens with a wondering what God is like and closes with affirming that nobody



is like him


d.
It opens with the unfaithfulness of Israel and closes with the faithfulness of God


e.
See Micah 7:18-19

27.
# 1 - He pardons sin


a.
The word is “lift off”


b.
Just as rescue workers lift off the tree that falls on a car


c.
So God lifts off the sin that falls in our life


d.
Just as parents lifts the heavy back pack the child brings home from school


e.
The father lifts off the heavy sin we bring from life

28.
Leviticus 16:20-22 tells of a scapegoat


a.
When Israel sinned the priest was told to put his hands on the goat


b.
Symbolically all the sins were lifted off of the people


c.
And put back on the goat


d.
The goat was chased into the wilderness


e.
To symbolize that their sins were lifted off

29.
Isaiah 53:12


a.
God talks about his son as a sheep


b.
God takes sin off our back


c.
And puts them back on the sheep


d.
Then the sheep is led to slaughter


e.
He dies for what he did

30.
# 2 - He passes over transgressions


a.
Transgression means rebellion


b.
God passes over it

31.
Exodus 12 - Israel is in slavery in Egypt


a.
God plans to send the death angel to take the oldest child in each house


b.
The Israelites were told to put blood on the door frame


c.
When the death angel came and saw the blood, it passed over that house


d.
The oldest child was not taken

32.
That is what God is willing to do with our sins


a.
When he comes to our house


b.
If he sees the blood of Jesus on the door


c.
He passes over that house

33.
# 3 – Got is not angry forever


a.
Exodus 20:5-6 says for every 4th generation God gets angry

 
b.
There are 1000 times when he shows love


c.
Psalm 30:5 says, “For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor a lifetime.”

34.
# 4 - He delights in steadfast love


a.
Love that will not quit


b.
Love that won’t let go


c.
Love that won’t stop


d.
Love that loves no matter what we do

35.
# 5 - He has compassion on us

a.
The root of compassion is soft and gentle


b.
God’s face and hands are not hard, but soft


c.
The same word means womb


d.
God feels toward us like a mother toward her child


e.
It is the same word for pity


f.
God knows what we feel like

36.
# 6 - He treads our iniquities underfoot

a.
When God was angry in Micah 1 he came down and tread on mountains


b.
He left his footprint on hills


c.
When the Old Testament talks about war, it talks about treading on the enemy


d.
Soldiers would walk on dead bodies of their enemies


e.
That’s what God will do with our sins


f.
He stomps it into the ground


g.
He walks on it like a soldier walking on the dead enemy

37.
# 7 - He throws our sins into the depths of the sea

a.
Exodus 14 Moses leads the children of Israel out of Egypt


b.
But he leads them into a trap


c.
The Red Sea is on one side and the army of Pharaoh is on the other


d.
Then God splits the sea and Israel walks across on dry ground


e.
The Army of Pharaoh follows Israel into the sea


f.
The God made the water flow back


g.
Pharaoh and the whole army died in the sea

38.
The deepest places on earth are in the sea


a.
It is miles to the bottom of the ocean


b.
Down in the darkness where no one ever has gone are the sins of mankind

39.
Life by the numbers?.........Hardly


a.
At the core of life is God.  No numbers can describe him


b.
God is characterized by forgiveness that has no end


c.
Jesus described it as 7 x 70


d
Perhaps the best picture is God dying on the cross

