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Main Text:  1 Corinthians

1. In 1977 I had been in ministry for one year

a. I set up a Bible study with a member of a cult

b. My dream was to teach him about Jesus

c. I went over to his house on Villard Avenue in Milwaukee

d. He had his dining room table cleared and his books were opened

e. He motioned me to a chair and we had small talk for about 5 minutes

f. Then we dove into the issues

2. He opened the Bible and started making points

a. His points were incorrect, but I couldn't think of a way to counter his arguments

b. Every point he made was new to me.  I couldn't answer any of his points

c. He would hand me a book from cult Headquarters that says this book explains that point

d. He cited authorities and handed me pamphlets

e. This went on for 2 hours.  Nothing I said dazed him

f. He seemed stronger in his beliefs than when I came 

g. From my point of view it was a total disaster

3. I left feeling intimidated

a. I knew little about the beliefs of his cult

b. After 4 years at a Christian college and quality education at Harding Graduate School of Religion, I thought I was prepared

c. But I left feeling stupid, put down and a failure

d. I began to think that I was in the wrong field

4. I went home and began to do research.  I started to study cult things

a. I decided to become an expert in all he believed

b. As I studied I sensed something was wrong

c. Why did I want to become an expert in something I thought was wrong

d. I didn't go into ministry to study things I didn't believe

e. I didn't know what to do.  I felt lost

5. The man insisted that we meet again

a. By this time I learned that he was the superintendent for the state

b. I was dealing with the top man in this cult

c. So I took a fellow minister with me

d. We sat down and this member of the cult started into his agenda

e. My fellow minister stopped him

f. He said, "I don't want to know all that, I just want to know Jesus"

g. I do not want to know what the people at your headquarters think

h. I do not want to read books that your founders have written

i. All I want to know is Jesus.  Tell me about Jesus

6. This 2nd study was a life changing experience for me

a. What a remarkable answer to all his human philosophy

b. What a significant statement in light of all his arguments

c. What a freeing understanding of how God structured the world

7. I didn't have to 

a. Learn all about that cult….read their books and pamphlets

b. Study all the world religions…….master holy books

c. Have arguments against every wrong teaching

d. I just needed to know Jesus

8. There was a similar situation in 1st century Corinth

a. Paul started the church, but now it was divided

b. Some members started following this leader, others were loyal to that leader

c. All claimed to have a certain wisdom

d. The word "wisdom" occurs 28 times in 1 Corinthians.  26 times in chapters 1-4

e. All sorts of arguments and debates were taking place in Corinth

9. These people in Corinth were pulling the church apart

a. In chapter 3:21 members were boasting about their leader

b. In chapter 4:6 Christians were puffed up against one another

c. In chapter 4:18, it is blatant:  some of the people at Corinth were arrogant

d. Paul makes it clear that they were teaching human wisdom

10. Like that man in the cult

a. He was more loyal to what people from headquarters said than he was to the scriptures

b. He had mastered the cult hierarchy and was more loyal to that than to Christ

11. Paul's response was remarkable

a. Chapter 1:18-31 holds up the cross of Christ as the standard

b. The fool of God in simple message of the cross is wiser than all human wisdom

c. The simplicity of the cross may be a stumbling block and foolishness to some

d. But in chapter 1:24 to the Christian it's the power of God and wisdom of God

e. The weakness of the cross is more powerful than the power of any human institution

f. Then Paul summarizes his message in Chapter 2:1-5

12. The power was not in Paul's

a. Great intellect…….great study

b. Mastery of human wisdom……understanding of Greek philosophers

c. Ability to produce signs and wonders…….eloquence……lofty words

d. The power was in the message of a crucified savior

13. Let me make clear what Paul was saying

a. The power was not in the fact that he was not eloquent

b. This is not an authorization to use bad grammar or run on sentences

c. There is nothing wrong with eloquence or education or philosophy

d. The power was not in the fact that Paul was afraid and trembling

e. The power was not in his words of wisdom

f. There is nothing wrong with words of wisdom, but that not where the power is

14. What's absolutely critical is to know Jesus and him crucified

a. If you don't know the cross, it doesn't matter what you do know

b. If you didn't master the foolishness of Calvary, it doesn't matter what you do master

c. If you don't understand the crucified savior, it doesn't matter how much other stuff you do understand

15. Paul is not condemning eduction, philosophy, or theology.  WE NEED PEOPLE

a. Who score 36 on an ACT and 1600 on an SAT

b. To master great books and the world's great religious literature

c. To know the difference between Bath and Tallish

d. To know cults inside and out

16. But what has real power is the cross of Christ

a. What we can't do without is Jesus

b. We can't substitute human wisdom for God's foolishness

c. We can't substitute signs and wonders for God's power in weakness

d. We can't put cults or personalities or some one's version of what is important before what Jesus did at the cross

17. That day when my friend and I met with the cult superintendent ended abruptly

a. My friend just kept saying, "Know Jesus, Know Jesus, Know Jesus"

b. Don't center your life on what the people at headquarters say, center it on Jesus

c. The cult leader made a polite exit

d. I remember thinking that the lesson I learned in the midst of failure was itself a success

18. 7 years later that same cult leader visited the church where I preached

a. He came up and said that he had never forgotten that session

b. He had become an expert in all that cult had to say

c. But the statement, "know Jesus" started working on him 

d. He told us that he had led 35 people out of that cult

e. They are now meeting at a local hotel just trying to focus on Jesus

