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Main Text:	Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture 


		would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.”  A jar of wine vinegar was 


		there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the 


		hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.  When he had received the drink


		Jesus said, “ It is finished,”  With that, he bowed his head and gave up his


		spirit.			


							………………John 19:28-30





Life has unfinished business


Moses never saw the promised land


Joshua died before all of Palestine was conquered


David gathered all the supplies for the temple, but never saw it


John the Baptist was beheaded before Jesus went to the cross





Michelangelo the Renaissance painter


He painted the Sistene chapel, including pictures of Moses and David


But he left more works of sculpture unfinished than he finished


Florence: Sacristy of Michelangelo 


The entire hall was filled with unfinished sculptures by Michelangelo





There are examples of unfinished business all around us


Raphael never finished painting The Transfiguration


Charles Dickens died before finishing The Mystery of Edwin Drood


Pugh, Pennsylvania had a bridge to nowhere across the Alleghany River


Memphis has a freeway that stops in the middle of a neighborhood


Most of us have closets full of projects we never finished





Beyond those concrete incomplete projects are abstract ones


Mother’s work is never done


The government never seems to deliver what is promised


There is always another project at work


We never get to the point in life where we can say, “It’s finished”





Soul Asylum produced a music video titled “Runaway Train”


The song tells about a runaway teenager


During the song there are images of runaway girls and boys that flash across


      the screen.


“Runaway train never going back to the wrong way on a one way track.  Seems like I should be getting somewhere.  Some how I’m neither here nor there.  Its seems no one can help me now.  I’m in too deep.  There’s no way out.  This time I have really led myself astray”





We have had that feeling


I should be getting somewhere


But I feel like I’m getting nowhere


Life has no closure


Life is unfinished





One of the last things Jesus says on the cross is “It is finished”


Jesus said, “I thirst”


He was offered vinegar, Jesus drank


Jesus said, “It is finished”


He bowed his head and gave up his spirit





What did he mean “It is finished?”


I am worn out, I can’t go on?


Life is over, I did not do what I wanted?


Another picture of incomplete?


Another life comes up short?


Another person with no closure?





The New Testament is the first time he mentioned the idea


John 5:36, “For the works which the Father has granted me to accomplish, 


      these very works which I am doing”


John 12:23, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified”


John 17:4, “I glorified thee on earth, having accomplished the works which you gave me to do.”


Jesus is not talking about incompleteness, but completeness





In English the words “It is finished” are three words, In Greek it is one word


The word “finished” is “teleo”(tel - E - O)


It has to do with a goal


It is with a process that leads to a goal


We use the word “teleo” today


It is used in words such as “telephone, Telegraph, and television”


It is a message or idea carried to its proper end





IT IS FINISHED


It me
