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Main Text:
"Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Sheechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God.  And Joshua said to all the people, Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, Your fathers lived of old beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and they served other gods.  Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan, and made his offspring many, I gave him Issac; and to Issac I gave Jacob and Esau.  And I gave Esau the hill country of Seir to possess, but Jacob and his children went down to Egypt.  And I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt with what I did in the midst of it; and afterwards I brought you out.  Then I brought your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea; and the Egyptians pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea.  And when they cried to the Lord, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and made the sea come upon them and cover them; and  your eyes saw what I did to Egypt; and you lived in the wilderness a long time.  Then I brought you to the land of the Amorites, who lived on the other side of the Jordan; they fought with you, and I gave them into your hand, and you took possession of their land, and I destroyed them before you.  Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and fought against Israel; and he sent and invited Balaam the son of Beor to curse you, but I would not listen to Balaam; therefore he blessed you; so I delivered you out of his hand.  And you went over the Jordan and came to Jericho, and the men of Jacob fought against you, and also the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; and I gave them into your hand.  And I sent the hornet before you, which drove them out before you, the two kings of the Amorites; it was not by your sword or by your bow.  I gave you a land on which you had not labored, and cities which you had not built, and you dwell therein; you eat the fruit of vineyards and oliveyards which you did not plant.









Joshua 24:1-13

1. Joshua 24 is one of the most important chapters in the Old Testament

a. It has history, but it is not history that makes it important

b. It is well written, but it is not the art that makes it significant

c. It is most important because of what it says about God and humanity

d. Joshua 24 is critical in the theology of the Bible

e. What happens here becomes a pattern for all people of faith

f. Our roots go back to Joshua 24

2. Joshua  24: 1-28 is divided into 2 parts

a. Part one is about the gift of Grace

b. Part two is about a call to Serve

3. Part one - The Gift of Grace in verses 1-13

a. This is a short story about God's gift to Israel

b. From Abraham to Joshua

c. From the Patriarchs to the conquest

d. It focuses on the Exodus and the Conquest, like the Death, Burial and Resurrection of Jesus in the New Testament

e. In the 13 verses there is a description of 25 things God has done for them.  The word "gave" is mentioned 6 times

f. There are 3 similarities between these people and us

4. First - These people are Comfortable…..see verse 13

a. These are not people who had just left Egypt in the Exodus, but people who live in nice houses

b. These are not people who just conquered the land, but people working in their gardens

c. These are not nomads on the move, but people who shop in malls

d. These are people settled into a routine of 8:00 to 5:00

5. Second - These people knew God's history

a. Like us they knew what God had done

b. They could look back on the evidence

6. The point of verses 1-13 is that God can be trusted

a. He is telling them that when they were in Egypt, you saw the great Egyptian idols

b. You saw the pyramids and the armies

c. But now you knew that the God of Israel is more powerful than those idols

d. When you approached the land of Canaan, you saw those great idols

e. You saw the walls and the chariots and the giants

f. But now you know that the God of Israel is more powerful than those idols

7. Even more striking for us today

a. Is that nobody worships those ancient gods from beyond the river

b. Nobody worships the Egyptian gods

c. Today nobody even knows the names of the god's of the Amorites

d. Their religious books are gone.  Their idols are destroyed

e. There are no libraries or web sites for these gods who once opposed Israel's God

f. Like them we are witnesses of God in history

8. Third - We know the grace of God

a. God gave them land, cities, vineyards and olive trees

b. All of this was done for them.  It was a gift

c. We have been given the cross of Jesus Christ, the Bible, the church and prayer

d. All of this was done for us.  It was a gift

9. The critical issue --- Joshua reminded the people that God did all of this for them

a. All these things were done before they were born

b. This is not what God did today

c. This is what God did for them throughout history

10. This is an important point for all people of all time---BEFORE YOU

a. Existed, this great God has acted for you

b. Were conceived, even before your great great great grandparents were conceived, God had you in mind

c. Ever sang one hymn of praise, God acted for you

d. Ever knew his name or confessed him, God acted for you

e. Ever read a word of his Bible, God prepared gifts for you

f. Saw inside a church, God prepared for you

11. What God has done for us is NOT reward for what we have done

a. Salvation is not because we are good, but because God is good

b. Forgiveness of sins is not because we did right but because Jesus did right

c. We are not Christians because we live up to that name, but because Jesus died for that name

d. We are not righteous because of our lives, but we are righteous because of his death

12. Verses 14-28 of Joshua 24 - CALL US TO SERVE

a. The word serve is stated 15 times

b. It can mean to work as a minister

c. It can also mean to worship or honor God

d. The sense here is something internal rather than external

13. The first call to Serve is found in verse 14 and 15

a. The people of Israel were living in a land where people had many gods

b. Judges chapter one tells us that not all of the land was taken

c. Like us today, the people then could see other gods that the people served

d. They saw the business man who served the god of the Amorites to get rich

e. They saw a young woman get the most handsome man in town

f. They saw a family build the biggest house in town

14. The possibility of serving other gods was everywhere

a. The Canaanite gods were filled with sexuality

b. Just like gods of our time promote a physical sensuality

c. The Amorite gods promised health and wealth

d. Just as gods of our time promise prosperity and success

e. Gods of the land in which they were living promoted good health

f. Just as gods of our time promise more than they can deliver

15. Joshua tells them to make a decision

a. Mrs. Joshua, the kids and I have make our decision

b. We will serve the LORD

c. Now it is time to make your decision

d. There is not shortage of gods.  Who will you follow?

16. The people respond in verses 16-18

a. The God of all this history……that's our God

b. The God of all those miracles…..that's our God

c. The God of all grace…..that's our God

17. We TOO live in a land with many gods

a. Idol worship may be more sophisticated, but it still exists

b. You must choose whom you will serve

c. Just as Joshua called them to a decision, I call you

d. I go first, "As for me and my house we will serve the LORD

18. I call you to decide and respond.  If you believe repeat after me

a. I believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob

b. I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of the living God


c. I believe that Jesus is LORD and Christ

d. I believe that the Holy Spirit lives within me

19. After the people made their confession, listen to what Joshua says in verses 19-20

a. "You can't serve this God"

b. This may be the most shocking statement in the Old Testament

c. He spent the entire chapter calling them to faith and to service

d. When they cry out just as you did, that they will serve this God, Joshua rejects it

e. What's going on?

20. The scene is this……..a giant worship service

a. Joshua offers the invitation

b. A song is sung like, "Just as I am"

c. Joshua asks them to come down in front to indicate that they will serve God

d. People steam down the isles, Joshua meets them

e. Then he sends them back

21. Joshua is saying that the moment you think you understand this God is the exact moment you don't understand him

a. This God is so holy that he is beyond anything you understand

b. He is so different from what you think, he is so much more mysterious than you know

c. He is so powerful, so destructive

d. This God is jealous, possessive…..he can't stand rivals

e. He loves Israel so much that he wants the same undivided love in return

f. He is so possessive he will not share his people with anybody else

22. The nature of God prevents us from fully serving him

a. How can we worship a God so holy that we don't even understand it

b. How can we, who are a double minded, distracted people worship a God who can't stand a single rival thought?

23. Joshua explains that the difference between the way we serve gods of the land where we live and the God of heaven

a. Is that this God is not interested in religion but in relationship

b. They can set up idols, burn incense, offer sacrifices, and think they have served God

c. But what he want is relationship, heart, soul, mind, spirit, everything you have

24. It doesn’t matter what kind of Church you go to

a. Highland Street Church of Christ has a great campus ministry, a wonderful youth ministry, and tremendous children program

b. Memphis Urban Ministry, Life Skills Lab, FIT, Sunday Schools, church planting

c. All of that is wonderful, but it is not enough

d. What God wants from you is not a list of ministries at year end

e. He doesn’t' want to know how many times you went to Powerhour, how many hours you prepared for your Sunday School class,  how many trips you have taken to the Ukraine, how many TIME trips you have gone on

f. He wants all your heart, he wants more than you are prepared to give, more than you are prepared to say

g. You cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy God, a jealous God

25. Joshua is calling our commitment into question

a. When Harold asked me to repeat those words, I said them

b. When we had a Special Contribution, I gave

c. When we had Friend Day, I invited

d. When we have a ministry, I work

e. God is saying, I want more than that, I want you, all you have, all you believe, all you are

f. There are several ways we avoid serving God with all our hearts

26. # 1 - We refuse to acknowledge his grace-- this is a special problem in churches of Christ

a. Instead of our faith being a laying down of a burden, it becomes a burden we pick up

b. Instead of recognizing all the gifts of God gave before we were born, we insist on carrying the load

c. We give up the demands of the world and the demands of sin and we take on the demands of legalism

d. We think that if God is going to be able to save us, he needs our help

27. You can't serve the LORD that way

a. This God doesn't need your help, he just wants your heart

b. He doesn't need work, he just wants your undivided attention

c. He doesn't need your long list of accomplishments, he just wants you to acknowledge his accomplishments

28. There are some here who have never fully accepted the grace of God

a. You live in the land, but you think you have to pay the rent

b. You eat from the grapes, but you think you have to make them grow

c. You enjoy the fruit of the olive trees, but you think their survival depends on you

d. Let go………Let go

e. He prepared it all before you were born

29. # 2 - We serve God, but hold back in one area

a. We cling to what we like, what we prefer, what we value

b. We are willing to serve God, but there's something we don't want to give up

30. It may be

a. Some object or thing.  God can have all my life, but not my sportscar, not my cable TV

b. Some event or activity.  God can have all my life, but not my football, not my gardening

c. Some cause or feeling.  God can have all my life, but I'm not going to forgive my ex, I'm not going to give up my anger

d. Some issue, tradition.  God can have all my life, but I'm not giving up what I've been gripping about 10 years

e. Some moral issue.  God can have all my life, but not this relationship, I'm not going to let go of drug

31. Everywhere I go, I'm hearing about Christians involved in internet porn

a. We think we can serve God on Sunday Morning and go to X-rated web sites

b. I'll give it all, but not my midnight flings

c. Internet porn is like a dragon in the church basement

d. We need to go down there and kill the thing 

e. We cannot serve God and something else

32. If there is any area where we are holding back

a. Joshua says, "You cannot serve this God that way"

b. He (God) is a holy God, he knows what you are holding back

c. He (God) is a jealous God, he won't allow any divisions in your loyalty

33. # 3 - We think I'll serve him later

a. Teens think now is the time to have fun, I'll serve him in my 20's

b. In the 20's you think, I'm raising my family, I'll serve him in my 30's

c. It's school……I'll serve him in the summer

d. It's tax season, I'll serve him in September

e. It's opening day, I'll serve him in the off season

34. You don't understand this God

a. Choose this day whom you will serve

b. There is no date on Joshua 24

c. The rest of the book has a time period, this chapter has an everlasting feel to it

d. Choose this day, not tomorrow, not next week, but this day

35. Jesus says, "Take up your cross daily and follow me"

a. If you are putting off this decision, you don't understand the decision

b. If you think you can do this later, you have missed the point of the chapter

c. If you believe you can renew God like you renew a magazine

d. If you believe you can sign up with God like you sign up for cable

e. You don't understand him,  He is holy and jealous

f. Any delay, any thought of putting it off goes against who he is

36. The people responded to Joshua in verse 21

a. They said, "We will serve

b. We will put aside excuses

c. We will not put it off

37. Joshua - 2 witnesses to your commitment

a. YOU - you know whether you are honest, or lying, or truthful

b. ROCKS - the world is watching, even the rocks, to see in your life if you serve God

38. You can respond in 3 ways

a. The first is the hardest - Commit to tell another Christian that you have rededicated your life - Practice One Another passages together

b. The second is to go to the back -- people are waiting to pray with you

c. Third -- Come to the front for a public statement 

