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Main Text:
“ It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love upon you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples; but it is because the Lord love you, and is keeping the oath which he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.” ......”If you say in your heart, These nations are greater than I; how can I dispossess them?  You shall not be afraid of them, but you shall remember what the Lord your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt.”   Deuteronomy 7:7,8, 17-18
1.
Harold Shank was an apprentice at a Christian Camp in Rockford, Illinois


a.
He worked for 2 summers


b.
He learned a powerful lessons in ministry


c.
One of the most significant lessons was learned in the basement one day

2.
There was a business meeting of the church


a.
About 30 were gathered in the corner of the basement in the classroom


b.
The leaders were divided into 2 groups


c.
One group wanted to put a new floor in the basement


d.
That church used the basement all of the time and it needed to be done


e.
The second group wanted to buy a bus and bring  children to church


f.
They thought it would be a great outreach tool


g.
Everybody thought both ideas were great


h.
The disagreement was over which one we should do


i.
The debate raged on for hours

3.
I remember one dominant feeling: Overwhelmed


a.
I wanted to do it all, but felt it was too much


b.
These were simple things, but they were stalled


c.
There was too much to do, how do you pick?


d.
We can’t do it all.  It was beyond us


e.
The obstacles seemed too big


f.
There was a black hole, a dead end, and no return

4.
Being overwhelmed was a common feeling


a.
The job is too big for me


b.
There are too many bills and not enough money


c.
The class is too hard and the goal is too imposing


d.
I feel overwhelmed

5.
The feeling of overwhelmed is a common experience especially for churches


a.
We look at what we are to do and we get overwhelmed


b.
We are called to be the light of the world, but we are keeping ourselves out in the darkness


c.
We are called to be ambassadors of reconciliation, but we can’t reconcile our checkbooks


d.
We are called to preach to the whole world, but we have trouble preaching to our neighbor


e.
We are called work for righteousness and justice, but we have trouble being fair to each other


f.
We are called to worship God, but we have trouble keeping attention away from ourselves


g.
We are called to share the good news with the broken, but have trouble seeing good news for our own brokenness


h.
We feel overwhelmed, a black hole, a dead end, down the road of no return

6.
We feel overwhelmed at Highland Street Church of Christ


a.
How do we serve the needy in the nation’s poorest city?


b.
How do we win 125,000 unchurched children in Shelby County?


c.
How do we relocate a 1500 member church when there is nothing in site?


d.
It is pretty easy to be overwhelmed

7.
Israel felt overwhelmed in the wilderness


a.
Deuteronomy is the summary of 40 years in the wilderness


b.
They are now on the edge of the promised land


c.
All they have been called to be and to do and to dream is at hand

8.
Listen to what God tells them in Deuteronomy 7:1


a.
It is a guaranteed way to feel overwhelmed


b.
Imagine being faced with 7 nations whose name sounds like diseases


c.
How do you fight the Perizzites?


d.
If you go into battle against the Hivities, you might catch a scratching disease


e.
On top of that:   God says, “They are greater and mightier than you.”

9.
Imagine what is going through their minds


a.
They are in a catch 22.  If they fight 7 nations we will lose.  If we don’t fight them we have to face God 


b.
Dissatisfaction is guaranteed or your money back


c.
There is a black hole, a dead end, the end of the road of no return


d.
This is a lose-lose situation

10.
God seems to be saying


a.
I want you to win the world for Christ.  Start with your atheistic neighbor


b.
Stand up for peace especially with Girgashites - a gash in the middle of a name


c.
Worship almighty God in a world that won’t let you use the word, “Christian” in a public place


d.
It is a black hole, a dead end, a road of no return

11.
That’s exactly what Israel felt in Deuteronomy 7:17


a.
God we can’t do what you want us to do


b.
God we are not big enough, don’t have enough money, time or energy


c.
God you are being unreasonable

12.
But God doesn’t leave his people being overwhelmed


a.
Deuteronomy offers a refocus


b.
It points us not to what we do, but to our identity


c.
The wilderness is for a time of finding our identity


d.
2 core issues in Deuteronomy about who they are and who we are

13:
# 1 - God sought us out - Deuteronomy 7:6

a.
God picked you.  He decided on you


b.
God made them his possession


c.
The Hebrew word literally means: “special treasure”


d.
They were given value because they had been chosen

14.
We could respond to that by saying: Look at me


a.
I’m picked, your not


b.
I’m good, your bad


c.
I’m in, your out


d.
This misses the point: “They were given value because God picked them”

15.
So when Israel faced the Perizzitees, they were to think differently


a.
Not, “We can’t do this, but “we were chosen by God”


b.
Not, “This is beyond us,” but God treasures us


c.
Not, “We’re here alone,” but “We are God’s people.”

16.
Charles Kizer is a preaching intern


a.
It is wonderful to have such a capable young preacher to fill in when you are gone


b.
In a recent lesson, Charles announced that he and Julie were going to have a child


c.
It was a great place to do a birth announcement


d.
Then recently in another public place he announced that it would be a boy

17.
I am trying to schedule Charles to preach so he can announce the name


a.
Sally and I have been working on it


b.
We can’t decide between “Chris” or “Harold” of “HC”


c.
Either will be fine with us

18.
Imagine that Charles gets a call


a.
Hello, this is David Smith, President of Harvard University


b.
We understand that you’ve been expecting, Harvard to be born in the spring


c.
On behalf of the board of trustees, we want to announce that we have accepted little Harvard into Harvard University


d.
We’ll send you letters next week


e.
On top of that we are awarding full scholarship and room and board


f.
We are also accepting him into the PhD program of his choice


g.
I just wanted to call and welcome little Harvard to Harvard University

19.
Being chosen is a great gift


a.
The New Testament makes it clear that God chooses the church


b.
God so treasured us that he gave his son to die for us


c.
The church is not some club we formed, it is a group of people called by God

20.
Little Harvard is not going to fret all his life


a.
How am I going to get into Harvard


b.
Will my grades be good enough?


c.
Will I get the right score on the SAT?


d.
No.  Harvard chose Harvard before he was born


e.
This changes everything about who he is

21.
What does that mean to us?  It changes everything about how we think of ourselves


a.
WE DON’T FIXATE



1.
On a hill we have to climb, but on legs God gave us that allows us to climb



2.
At dangerous people outside our walls, but at chosen people inside our walls



3.
On human barriers, but on God’s ability to overcome any barrier


b.
WE DON’T GET OUR IDENTITY



1.
From a task we are called to do, but from God who picked us



2.
From a job we are given, but from God who gives to us



3.
From the way other people think, but from the way God thinks


c.
But Deuteronomy is not done with the way we think

22.
# 2 - God loves us because of him not because of us - Deuteronomy 7:7

a.
God didn’t pick Israel because of a large population or military strength, or high Gross National Product (GNP)


b.
There was nothing inherent in Israel that made God pick them


c.
God picked them because of something inside God

23.
God set his love on them


a.
The original word means a strong physical desire like a man has for a woman


b.
But here it is not because Israel was attractive, but in spite of it’s unattractiveness


c.
God chose Israel not because Israel was lovely, but because God was loving

24.
Israel’s Identity rested in God’s love


a.
Their identity wasn’t in their ability to spell or defeat 7 nations


b.
Their identity was in the fact that God loved them

25.
Suppose the churches had to make an application with God


a.
They had to fill out an application form to be part of God’s mission


b.
Imagine some of the questions that God might ask Highland on the application form

26.
How many of your members are


a.
On the city council? – 0


b.
Involved in high levels of county government? – 0


c.
Elected to state of federal office?  – 0


d.
President of a Fortune 500 company? – 0


e.
Led 10,000 people of more to the Lord? – 0


f.
Led 1,000 people to the Lord? – 0


g.
Led 10 or more people to the Lord? – 20


h.
Millionaires?  That hurts, count: Porsche, Clemmons, Kiser, Altrock = only 4


i.
Gave over $1 hundred thousand a year = 4

27.
List the ministries you have started


a.
Number of hospitals established in my name? - 0


b.
Number of church plants over 1,000 – 0


c.
Number of years had over 100 baptisms? – 0

28.
So we fill out an application and send it to heaven


a.
We wonder if God will pick us


b.
Will God have a way to use Highland Street Church of Christ


c.
Finally a letter comes


d.
Dear Congregation: Highland has been accepted as a congregation to carry our God’s mission

29.
You were chosen not because 


a.
You had influence or were rich in numbers


b.
Not because what you had done by your own strength


c.
Not because of what you brought to God


d.
Because when God is done working with you it will be clear to all that it was not you that accomplished these things, but God

30.
It changes the way we think of ourselves as a church


a.
God didn’t’ pick us because Highland is large, rich, well organized or influential


b.
God picked us because of his love


c.
We don’t focus on what we’ve done, but on what he does


d.
We don’t figure success based on how rich we are, but on how rich he is


e.
We don’t look at mission by what we bring to the table, but what he brings to the table

31.
If Israel had focused on those 7 nations, they’d still be in the wilderness


a.
God already decided they were going to take the land


b.
God had chosen them to do it


c.
He had planned it since he talked to Abraham


d.
The only choice they had was whether they would let God use them


e.
Would they think like God?

32.
Dean Merrill talks about a Kansas farmer


a.
He planted a huge field with wheat


b.
He watched it all year, grow tall and finally turned to a golden color


c.
He got out his combine and started at one end


d.
He looked across the field at a telephone pole that was ½ mile away


e.
He aimed at that pole and started to harvest wheat


f.
He looked forward to getting to the end of the field and turning around and coming back

33.
After a while he got concerned that he didn’t get to the end of the field


a.
He kept going a few more minutes


b.
Then he figured that something was wrong


c.
He took the combine out of gear and looked back


d.
Instead of a straight line, there was a big zig zag


e.
He had curved this way and that way


f.
At points he was almost going in a circle


g.
The farmer had managed to chop the field into inefficient patterns

34.
Then he looked back at his marker


a.
He found that the telephone pole that he had been aiming for


b.
Wasn’t a telephone pole at all


c.
It was a smoke stack on a neighbor’s tractor


d.
As his neighbor harvested his wheat he moved across his field


e.
The first farmer was aiming at a moving target

35.
Part of Deuteronomy 7 is keeping your eyes on God


a.
The mission of Israel is not about Israel, it was about God


b.
The mission of the church is not about Highland, but about God


c.
Our goal is to stay connected to God


d.
God will work through us to accomplish his mission

36.
When I was an intern at Rockford, I had a Deuteronomy 7 experience


a.
30 leaders were overwhelmed by the choice between the new floor and the bus


b.
It was a simple issue, but they couldn’t see a way out because it focused on us

37.
Then an elder named Jack stood up


a.
He worked at a local factory



b.
He said, “Why are we debating over which one?”


c.
We serve a great God, let’s do both

38.
Suddenly the whole tone of the meeting changed


a.
It changed from an organization with a budget to people with a God


b.
We transferred from what we can do to what can God do


c.
We started walking by faith and not by sight


d.
We fell into prayer and made decisions by faith to do both


e.
Within one month both things were done

