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1.
There is a sense of helplessness when organizations get out of focus


a.
We are not sure how to get things into focus


b.
The bigger the organization the harder to fix

2.
We have witnessed major organizations getting fuzzy


a.
In the corporate world: Enron, World Com and others have fizzled in front of our eyes


b.
In the national government there is debate about the nature of the Iraq war


c.
In the state government there is the Tennessee Waltz which revealed that many are putting themselves over the public good

3.
It makes us wonder: what can we do?


A.
When the glossy reports of corporate business reveals that the CEO made millions, but the stockholders lost money, what can we do?


b.
When elected officials pad their pockets while raising taxes, what can we do?

4.
Israel experienced some of th same issues in the wilderness


a.
Moses started taking credit for God’s miracles


b.
Miriam and Aaron try to take over leadership


c.
People make the golden calf and said, “It just popped out of the fire?”


d.
For 40 years they zig zagged in fuzziness

5.
It is identified as “wilderness” as a time of fuzziness


a.
God’s people were searching for their identity


b.
God’s people were searching for focus

6.
Leviticus gets them identity


a.
The thesis is “get your identity from God”


b.
Leviticus says the essence of God is Holiness


c.
There is no one else Holy like God


d.
God’s holiness is contagious


e.
The more you are around him, the more you like him


f.
To be around holiness, God means you to be come holy


g.
Holiness becomes your identity

7.
In these 27 chapters Israel found identity in the wilderness


a.
In calling them to holy living they found a way out of the fuzzy


b.
In holiness God allowed them to find direction for their organization

8.
Leviticus 17-26 take up the issue at length


a.
It is called the Holiness Code


b.
It is directions on right living and right worship


c.
The highlight comes in Leviticus 19:2

9.
What follows in Leviticus is confusing


a.
We might think we would get a comprehensive definition of holiness


b.
Or get 10 steps on the way to holiness


c.
Or a manual on how to be a holy person


d.
What we get is more like a miscellaneous file

10.
Leviticus 19 takes up 58 different topics


a.
No continuity


b.
No linkage


c.
No storyline

11.
Here’s a sample


a.
v. 3 - reviews the 10 commandments


b.
v 5-6 - details about one kind of sacrifice and worship


c.
v. 9 - early form of public welfare


d.
v.13 - relationship with neighbors and employees


e.
v.14 - how to treat the disabled


f.
v.15 - a good legal system and core of civil society


g.
v.31 - reject other sources of divinity


h.
v. 32 - respect the older folks


i.
v. 33 - treat immigrants with respect

12.
A sample of what it means to be holy


a.
Ranges from sacrifices in the temple to immigration at the border


b.
Includes courts and farms and the poor and old


c.
How we treat the disabled and divine

13.
Despite this diversity there is one constant in Leviticus 19


a.
It is repeated 16 times in 37 verses


b.
The line is “I am the Lord”


c.
Respect your parents, “I am the Lord”


d.
Give to the poor, “I am the Lord”


e.
Be fair with the disabled, “I am the Lord”


f.
Respect the aged, “I am the Lord”


g.
Be kind to the immigrant, “I am the Lord”

14.
The point is that in all areas of life must conform to God’s holiness


a.
Worship the right way because of God’s holiness


b.
Build right relationships because of God’s holiness


c.
Be just and fair because of God’s holiness

15.
In verse in Leviticus 19 is a summary verse


a.
37 verses of Leviticus 19 is reduced to 5 word packages


b.
10 chapters of Leviticus 17-26 in the Holiness Code is summarized in 5 words


c.
In Matthew 22 Jesus cites this verse as a summary of the 39 books of the Old Testament


d.
Then Jesus says it sums up Life in Leviticus 19:18

16.
It is restated many ways in the Bible


a.
Exodus 19:6 - You are to be a kingdom of priest - Love your neighbor as yourself


b.
Isaiah 53 - My servant was wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities


c.
Matthew 7:12 - Do unto others as you would have them do unto you - Love your neighbor as yourself


d.
Mark 10:45 - The Son og Man came not to be served, but to serve and give his life for others


e.
Phil 2 - He did not count equality with God as a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself


f.
These are all ways of saying - Love your neighbor as yourself

17.
The Key lesson in the wilderness is “Love Your Neighbor As Yourself”


a.
This principle is indispensable for all organizations


b.
It is critical for corporations, for governments, for families, for individuals and for the church

18,
Forget this lesson and 

a.
Fuzziness sets in


b.
Greed takes over


c.
Purpose is lost


d.
Selfishness rules


e.
Bad decisions are made


f.
The cause is lost

19.
Talking to a visiting teen at Work Camp


a.
He was amazed at Work Camp


b.
So many adults there serving kids


c.
So many members donated ladders


d.
So many people opened homes

20.
He said this, “My home congregation is so inward turned.”


a.
We’re only interested in ourselves


b.
This is my first year at work camp


c.
I hope that I can be part of more reaching out at home


d.
The point is that it is easy to forget this lesson in the wilderness

21.
How do we Love Our Neighbor as Ourselves


a.
Honor father and mother


b.
Worship in a way that respects others


c.
Help the poor


d.
Advocate for fair courts


e.
Treat immigrants with dignity

22.
Love Your Neighbor as yourself is often forgotten


a.
The value that is ignored


b.
The principle that even changes forgiveness


c.
The goal that gets shoved into a corner


d.
The foundation rejected by greed and consumerism

23.
It has been several years since I learned this lesson


a.
I went to a writer’s conference in 1981


b.
It was at a retreat center on Lake Michigan


c.
Daniel Shank was less than a year old


d.
So we took ½ house to conference because he was a baby


e.
 I remember pulling up at the lodge and popping the trunk


f.
I started unloading what looked like Toys R Us stockroom


g.
An older man came up and offered to help


h.
Together we moved all of the stuff onto a cart


i.
After it was done he introduced himself as Warren Wiershe


j.
I realized later that he was the keynote speaker


k.
He wrote the Be books that had been best sellers

24.
The keynote speaker at a major conference helped me unload the trunk


a.
He had learned the lesson well 


b.
Love your neighbor as yourself

25.
Years later we moved to Memphis


a.
Just after we moved in we stared at blank walls


b.
We didn’t have many things to put up


c.
The door bell rang and a man was there with a package


d.
He introduced himself as Morris Bass, a Highland Member


e.
We unwrapped the package and it was a painting of a country church


f.
Sally noticed it matched our entry hall perfectly

26.
Later we found out the Morris was a busy professor at the U of M


a.
He had learned the lesson well


b.
Love your neighbor as yourself

27.
Our the holidays we were visiting with an older man in the nursing home


a.
We spent about an hour talking and had a good visit


b.
He didn’t know much about Highland and wasn’t a member


c.
Before I left I thought that I would tell him we had a member who visited the nursing homes regularly


d.
Perhaps sometime you can meet Gordon Stalcup


e.
My older friend’s face brightened: ‘Oh, I know Gordon Stalcup, he’s been to see me.


f.
Gordon Stalcup learned the lesson well: Love your neighbor as yourself

28.
I was talking to a leader in one of our Sunday school classes


a.
The class meets in the room under the youth mission


b.
During class the group above them made quite a racket


c.
It sounded like they were having a wrestling match instead of Sunday school


d.
So he decided to send somebody upstairs to see what is going on


e.
He was amazed to find it was the 7th grade class taught by Dave Kelly, one of our elders

29.
What do you do when a class is making noise taught by an elder?


A.
7th graders are not always noisy but there is one consistent factor


b.
Dave and Beth Kelly teach 7th graders every year


c.
They want to shepherd teens as they enter the Highland Youth Group


d.
Dave and Beth Kelly learned the lesson well: Love Your Neighbor As Yourself

30.
Every Sunday we fill out an attendance card on pads


a.
For us it is just a card, but when they add up it is nearly 1,000 cards


b.
Many guests sign cards


c.
Alan Moltz heads a group called 36 hour visitation


d.
They sort through the 1,000 cards and find guests and give them a call


e.
It is a ministry of service


f.
Alan Moltz and colleagues know what it means to Love your neighbor as yourself

31.
Wednesday night are often chaotic at Highland


a.
There are a good number of visitors


b.
There are a good number of people running late


c.
Offerings of classes are made month to month


d.
It can be confusing to a newcomer

32.
Every Wednesday night in the center lobby guests and members alike run into the Campbells

a.
Joe and Nita station themselves there to offer direction


b.
They tell teens where Genesis is and directs singles to classes


c.
They help parents find spots for children


d.
They come early, and miss the first part of class


e.
But they have leanrd the lesson well: Love your neighbor as yourself

33.
Conducting three services is a huge task


a.
It takes about 50 people to serve in the life center


b.
Getting 50 people in the right place at the right time is central


c.
Mike Turnipsee, Gary Lemmons, Mike Fleming and others


d.
Line up folks to make sure they know their jobs


e.
They come early, supervise from the start to the finish


f.
They have learned the lesson well: Love your neighbor as yourself

34.
Highland may be in a wilderness of sorts


a.
It gives us all time to reflect on our role in church


b.
It gives us time to sort through Leviticus 19


c.
Not everybody is called to do everything in Leviticus 19


d.
But all are called to take on the identity as God’s people of holiness


e.
It all boils down to 5 words; Love Your Neighbor As Yourself

35.
Heroes of any organization, especially churches, are servants


a.
One with dishpan hands from washing feet


b.
One who always sits in the lowest seat giving others preference


c.
One who works on Sunday school lessons each week


d.
One who comes early to prepare for those of us who come late


e.
One who picks up visitors to bring them to service


f.
One who teaches young person from China about the gospel

36.
The Song, “Make me a servant” ....make me like you


a.
Captures the whole part of Leviticus 19, Leviticus 16-27, the Old Testament, the Bible, the Christian faith


b.
It’s what makes organizations work


c.
It keeps us from being fuzzy

