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Main Text:
“ But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal; The Lord knows those whose are his, and Let every one who names the name of the Lord departs from iniquity.  In a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and earthenware, and some for noble use, some for ignoble.  If any one purifies himself from what is ignoble, then he will be a vessel for noble use, consecrated and useful to the master of the house, ready for any good work. So shun youthful passions and aim at righteousness, faith, love, and ;peace, along with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart..







2 Timothy 2:19-22

1. In another city after church Lois stopped me in the hall

a. People were passing by.  There was noise

b. She started to cry and asked if we could talk

c. How can I know God in my situation?

d. My husband is opposed to Christianity

e. He pulls the wires in the engine so my car won’t start

f. He schedules things during church so I can’t come

g. He discourages all spirituality

h. How can I know “God in  my situation?

2. What would you have said to Lois?

a. What advice would you have given?

b. What prayer would you have prayed?

c. What assurance would you have offered?

d. Have you had the same question?

3. Many wonder – How can I know God in my situation

a. On the sports team people do wrong tings, talk vulgar jokes and belittle the sport – how can I know God in my situation?

b. On the job dishonesty is required there are many fast food restaurants and I know that things are not right – how can I know God in my situation?

c. Some friends are focused on greed and things and ambition – how can I know God in my situation?

4. Timothy was a young man in a similar situation asking –how can I know God in my situation?

a. There were 2 letters written to help him that are now in the new testament

b. Timothy was in Ephesus where there were problems

c. The church was filled with false teachers

d. People around him focused on the wrong things

5. Imagine being in a church of false teachers – IMAGINE

a. Sitting in a congregation where the preacher is teaching false doctrine

b. A Sunday school class taught by a heretic

c. In a church where elders are denied the core of Christian faith – how can I know God in my situation?

6. 2 Timothy 2:14-`8 details the situation

a. In the Ephesian church they were disputing about word.  They were people who would split hairs and were word warriors and they majored on minor things

b. The Ephesian church was filled with godless chatter and pious nitpicking and senseless babble

7. We are not sure what all of that was about –MAYBE

a. It was like a soap opera diet .like sensational newspapers all around us

b. They had empty superstitutions about the future.  Silly myths

c. They had vulgar stories and were greedy and ambitious talking.  They were self centered people

8. There were two false teachers named Hymenaeus and Philetus

a. They preached that the resurrection was past history

b. They apparently taught that the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, but that was it

c. They said that Jesus was not alive among them

d. They said that Jesus was not coming back

e. They reduced the resurrection to a past event

9. They took the core of Christianity and reduced it

a. They put the power of God in the past

b. They said that God was not working any more

c. Timothy situation was described with 2 metaphors

10. # 1 – 2 Timothy 2:17a – Timothy’s situation was like a disease

a. Talk of false teachers was like gangrene

b. Once that gets started it just eats away

c. Gangrene doesn’t’ go away, it feeds on itself

d. Gangrene keeps eating and eating and eating

e. It spreads, intensifies and gobbles up everything

f. Timothy’s situation is ongoing

11. # 2 – 2 Timothy 2: 18a – Timothy’s situation is like an accident

a. Cars swerve off the road and we have an accident

b. At that time it would be a chariot accident

c. People had swerved from the truth 

d. They were not on the Gospel road anymore

e. Timothy’s situation was that they were WRONG HEADED

12. How is Timothy to experience God in an Ongoing and Wrong Headed situation?

a. How can he experience God when efforts against him are ongoing?

b. How can he experience God when efforts around him are wrong headed?

c. The building imagery is used to help young Timothy

13. # 1 – Be God’s Worker (2 Timothy 2:15)

a. Using the building metaphor; Timothy is the worker and craftsman.  His task is to cut straight

b. He is to handle truth like a god woodworker cuts board

c. Measure it twice, cut it once

d. Get things straight and make sure it is square

e. Handle the wood in the right way

14. But not just be a good worker

a. Be a good worker for God

b. Present your finished product to God

c. Work for God, not for Hymenaues and Philetus

d. Present yourself to God, not to those filled with godless chatter

15. As a teenager I worked for Ralph Smeltzer

a. We were building in Penn Runn – a church

b. I hauled cement blocks, piled wood, and shoveled dirt

c. The other thing I did was to watch what was going on

d. Every day people from the congregation would come by and talk to Ralph Smeltzer

e. Every member had their own idea of what the building should be like

f. Ralph soon found that the had not jut one buss, but a church full of bosses

g. Everybody wanted the building built their way

h. It got to the point where Ralph hated to come to work

16. Finally he called a meeting with the church

a. He said that he can’t have 50 people coming by and telling him what to do

b. He said that they needed to decide who was boss

c. He said that he couldn’t present his work to 50 different people

17. The temptation is to build to please others

a. Preachers are tempted to preach to please big givers

b. Sunday school teacher are tempted to please stong willed people

c. Teens are tempted to please popular kids

d. Students are tempted to pleaser teachers

e. Employees are tempted to please the boss

18. When it comes to experiencing God, only one person matters

a. Do you best to present yourself to God

b. Build your life for God

c. Rightly measure your life for God

19. But the building metaphor is not over

a. There is more to experiencing God than just doing our best for God

b. There is more to building than cutting a straight line

20. # 2 – God’s foundation stands (2 Timothy 2:19) IT DOESN’T MATTER

a. Who opposes your building, if you build on God it will stand

b. What situation you build it, if you build on God it will stand

c. How many people don’t like your effort, if you build on God it will stand

21. Then he tells us the reason this is true

a. God knows those who are his

b. In the midst of all false teachers at Ephesus

c. In a crowd that includes people who argue about words

d. People who engage in godless chatter

e. And a church where Hymenaeus and Philetus are well know people

f. In that crowd, God knows those who are his

22. That line is a quote from Numbers 16:5

a. People in the middle of the wilderness had huge problems develop

b. Hundreds of people rebelled against authority

c. Chaos and rebellion and fighting and quarrels were everywhere

d. It doesn’t’ look like it will get sorted out at all

e. But the next day, God identified those people who are his

23. The people survived in the wilderness not because

a. What they built was going great, but because the foundation was God

b. Of what they did, but because of what God did

c. They depended on some human leader, but because God identified his own

24. IT DOESN’T MATTER

a. What happens in life, God know those who are his

b. How many times humans let air out of our tires, God know those who are his

c. How many times teammates use vulgar language, God knows those who are his

d. How unholy the workplace is, God knows those who are his

e. How often people promote greed and ambition, God knows those who are his

f. How unpopular your project, God knows those who are his

25. Suppose you went swimming at Horseshoe Lake

a. You have no life vest, because you are a good swimmer

b. You swim out 25 yards and get a cramp

c. The paint in incredible and you go under one time, two times, three times

d. You cry out to your family on shore

26. Who does your survival depend on?

a. Sure you try to keep above water

b. Yes you take a breath before you go down the 4th time

c. But if you are to survive, it doesn’t’ depend on you

d. It depends on a family member from shore

27. Our relationship with God is the same way

a. We try to keep above water

b. We take a breath before we go down the 4th time

c. If we are to survive, it doesn’t depend on us

d. It depends on a rescue from God

e. God knows his own

28. What you build is not as important as who you are building it for

a. If God doesn’t’ want it built, it will not be built

b. If God wants it built, it will be built

c. Present your work to God

d. Build on a firm foundation of God

e. God knows those who are his

29. One of the best cases of this in the Bible is about a teenager

a. He was doing his best to present himself to God

b. He was measuring twice and cutting once

c. He was building on firm foundations

d. He was counting on God knowing his own

30. Like Timothy, like many of us, he was in a hostile environment

a. Most have wondered: “How can I experience God ins a situation like this?

b. He was surrounded by people who made fun of him

c. His enemies belittled him

d. His family mocked him

e. His friends ridiculed him and accused him

f. Even government officials joined in

31. Listen to what people said about him

a. His brothers called him conceited and wicked

b. The king gold him that he was not up to the job

c. His enemy mocked him in front of a crowd

32. The teenager was David and his enemy was Goliath

a. David did his best to present himself to God

b. He measured twice and cut once

c. He built on a firm foundation

d. He counted on God knowing his own

33. David

a. Understood what his brothers did not understand

b. Knew something about God that the king did not know

c. Built on a foundation that Goliath knew nothing about

34. Heads rolled that day

a. The boy who built on God did the work of God

b. David build on a firm foundation

c. When God looked down on 2 armies

d. When God saw thousands of men in full armor

e. God found that one that was his

35. The point

a. God is in control at Ephesus church and Highland Street Church of Christ

b. Even when there’re false teacher in the pulpit , God is in Control

c. Our experiencing God doesn’t’ depend on a favorable situation

d. Experiencing God depends on God

36. Remember Lois who stopped me in the hall

a. She asked, “How can I know God in my situation?”
My husband discourages spirituality

b. Now several years later, her faith is thriving

c. Her husband that stood in her way is now a Christian

d. He is an elder in that church

