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Main Text:
“You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.  Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  No soldier on service gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to satisfy the one who enlisted him.  An athlete s not crowned unless he competes according to the rules.  It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops.  Think over what I say, for the Lord will grant you understanding in everything.  Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descended from David, as preached in my gospel.”










2 Timothy 2:1-8

1. As a young minister I worked with a preacher I will call Mike

a. He had excellent skills, people l loved him, he was a good Bible student

b. We served on the same church staff for a short time, then I moved

c. Later Mike and his wife came to visit us in Milwaukee

d. They stayed in our house and took us out to a German restaurant

2. I recall that visit vividly

a. It was a time of encouragement, confession and accountability

b. I felt mentored, guided and uplifted

c. When Mike left, I was ready to stay in ministry forever

3. A couple of weeks later I learned that Mike had left the ministry

a. I was confused, perplexed and at a loss

b. I investigated and fount out that Mike had another woman

c. A woman in his congregation came in for counseling

d. One thing led to another and soon they became involved

e. Shortly after they visited us, the affair came to light and Mike was out of ministry

4. I felt anger and betrayal

a. Mike at my table and slept in my house and stayed with my family

b. He encouraged me in ministry and pointed me to scripture

c. During all of this he was deep in sin

d. He was pretending to be happily married at my house

e. But he was living another life back home

5. Mike has never been far from my mind

a. He started the race so strong

b. He preached for a local church and rose to be a godly leader

c. He reached back to help a young family like ours

d. Then he fell, stumbled and quit the race

6. Mike is not the only one who has stumbled

a. 12 leaders of Israel were picked to spy out the promised land

b. 10 men came back defeated, stumbled and urged all the people to drop out of the race

c. 3 great kings of the United Kingdoms of Israel (Saul, David and Solomon) all started the race with great hopes and all 3 stumbled and fell never to finish the race

d. Jesus chose 12 apostles and they were personally mentored by the Son of God.  Judas started the race well and was in a position of responsibility.  He stumbled and fell and never finished the race

e. 2 Timothy names 24 Christians, people who worked at the side of the Apostles.  24 started the race, 6 of them stumbled and fell and never finished the race

7. John Bisagno preached for 30 years at a church in Houston, Texas

a. As a young preacher out of school he bought a new Bible

b. He wrote down the names of 24 men he went to school with

c. All had a burning desire to serve God all of their lives

d. 24 young preachers that wanted to change the world for Christ

e. Bisagno kept up with all 24 and occasionally crossed off the name of men who had failed

f. When Bisagno turned 53 only 3 names were left on the list

g. 21 who started the race never finished

8. The reality is that many start the Christian race, but not all finish

a. Children come to Christ in the Churches of Christ and 1/3 drop out of the race by the time they are 18

b. We baptize 40-80 people into Christ and a year later there are always about 20 we can’t find

c. Some of us in this room will not finish the race

9. 2 Timothy takes up this issue in depth

a. The theme is Paul writing to Timothy to be faithful and to stay the course and to finish strong

b. Repeatedly he says, “Don’t quit , don’t give up and don’t stumble

c. The athletic metaphor comes from 2 texts

10. The first is 2 Timothy 4:5-8

a. Fought the fight is not a military term, but a boxing match or a foot race

b. Finished the race means not to stumble, not to drop out, but to cross the finish line

c. The crown is not a king’s crown, but a victor’s wreath, a trophy and winner’s flag, or gold

11. Paul is reflecting on 30 years of ministry

a. He was thinking about shipwrecks, persecution and disappointment

b. He was reflecting on preaching, church planting and mentoring

c. He was thinking about his imprisonment and his coming execution

d. The conclusion was, “I have finished the race.”

12. The second scripture is 2 Timothy 2:5

a. One of three images of the Christian life is that of a soldier or farmer

b. This is a call to persistence and discipline and following training rules

13. The rules are scattered throughout the book

a. 2 Timothy 2:22 says to not give in to lust

b. 2 Timothy 3:2-4 says don’t give in to greed, pride or worldly living

c. 2 Timothy 4:3-4 says don’t give you the core Christian beliefs

14. This is a call to persevere – LEARN

a. To be obedience like a soldier

b. To be disciplined like an athlete

c. To have patience like a farmer

15. Beyond the hardship of the race there is a reward – BEYOND

a. The war there is victory

b. The race there is a prize

c. The work there is a harvest

16. This raises a question - What keeps us from quitting?

a. What is the theological basis for following the rules?

b. What made Paul finish the race?

17. Another way of putting it is HOW CAN WE BE

a. Calebs and Joshuas, not the 10 spies

b. Hezekiah and Josiah, not Saul, David and Solomon

c. John, not Judas

d. Timothy, not Demas?

e. Two lines stand out to me

18. # 1 – Be strong in the grace that is in Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 2:1)

a. Finishing the race has something to do with grace

b. Not to be strong in yourself, but to be strong in grace

c. Grace is the means by which we stay strong and endure the race

19. 2 Timothy 1:8-9

a. There are 4 commands in 2 Timothy 1

b. There are 7 assurances of God’s power to keep those commands

c. The race is won through grace which he gave us before the race started

20. In my office are a file of stories about persistence

a. Winston Churchill never gave up despite repeated rejection

b. Alexander Graham Bell never quit even though nobody backed his telephone

c. Yogi Berra never quite even though he couldn’t hit or throw

d. Wilma Rudolph who overcame polio to win the gold medal at the Olympics

21. Those stories bother me

a. They all are grin and bear it stories

b. Pull yourself up by your won bootstraps

c. But what if I am not as resilient as Churchill?

d. What if I don’t have the natural stamina of Yogi Berra?

e. Do I drop out of the race because I didn’t have it in the first place?

22. Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus

a. It reminds me that I am not alone

b. It is not just a matter of persistence, discipline and resilience

c. It is about being strong in the mercy of God

d. God’s grace give me desire to do right

23. A young minister was working in a small English village about 1900

a. People came from miles around to hear him preach

b. The church was growing and healthy

c. The minister was 25 years old and loved the people and they loved him

24. Then everything fell apart

a. A young woman came forward charging him with improper advances

b. Word spread like wildfire and his ministry collapsed and the preacher was fired

c. The investigation showed that it was all a lie and nothing had happened

25. The young minister nearly gave up the race

a. Bitterness overwhelmed him.  Betrayal dominated his emotions

b. But he sough refuge in the grace of 
God

c. He wondered if God would ever use him again

d. He trusted God and gradually he was restored to ministry

26. The young minister was Oswald Chambers

a. His book, “My Utmost for His Highest” was published in 1935

b. It was on the top 10 best religious books through the 1990’s with millions in print

c. He endured, finished strong and kept his faith

27. Grace stands behind persistence

a. Trusting God is the foundation of endurance

b. The power of mercy prompts resilience

28. # 2 – Remember Jesus Christ – 2 Timothy 2:8

a. Finishing the race has everything to do with Jesus

b. When we forget Jesus Christ, there is not much of a way to finish the race

c. When we remember Jesus Christ, there is not much of a way to fail the race

29. WHEN WE TAKE OUR EYES OFF JESUS

a. The race is up for grabs

b. Worship is dead, the goal is fuzzy

c. Our mind gets cluttered, our ministry gets lost

d. Persecution seems eternal

e. There are reasons to look somewhere else to get more power than reasons to finish the race

30. The hardships faced by Paul are well known

a. He was shipwrecked, in prison, stoned, rejected and had a thorn in his flesh

b. But he finished the race because he remembered Jesus

31. Howard Hendricks produced a study of ministers who failed

a. He investigated 246 ministers who dropped out of ministry within a 2 year period

b. Of the 246, 197 dropped out because they became sexually involved with a woman not their own wife

c. Every single one of the 246 were convinced it will never happen to me

d. None of the 246 were accountable to another Christian

e. Remember Jesus Christ – Jesus died and was raised from the dead

f. He was rejected but he finished the race

g. He was faithful though we are faithless

h. When we think about quitting, remember he reigns

i. Remember Jesus Christ

32. E H Ijams was 72 years old when he started working at Highland in 1958

a. Few men touched Highland Street Church of Christ like EH Ijams

b. As time went on, his body failed him

c. At the end he spoke in only a whisper

d. He couldn’t drive, so his wife drove him

e. He never quit, he never stopped

33. Landon Saunders, a preacher, ministered at a time when people were attacking Herald of Truth

a. There was a meeting set in Memphis

b. There was uproar, controversy and quarrelling

c. Landon Sanders, the speaker on Herald of Truth was called on the carpet

d. Landon Sanders came to see E H Ijams before the meeting

e. He asked for some advice and asked Ijams if he was coming to the meeting

f. Ijams said no, it was not his style to quarrel or dispute over words

34. Landon Saunders went to the meeting at a local hotel

a. He was asked to stand and defend himself in front of his accusers

b. He walked to the podium to speak

c. As he began the door opened at the back of the auditorium

d. Landon Saunders could see out in the lobby

e. There was EH Ijams bowed in prayer

35. When I think of the race E H Ijams ran in our midst I think of that story

a. An old man at a meeting he didn’t want to attend

b. In the lobby praying and remembering Jesus and finishing the race

36. Walter Henley was an elder at Highland Street some time ago

a. When I was an intern Henley was always kind and hospitable to me

b. One of Henley’s major concerns was world wide missions

c. One of the key players in Highland Street became interested in missions was Walter Henley

d. He backed every effort to do mission work

e. From him it was a matter of remembering Jesus

37. In 1974 I asked the elders if Highland Street would support a church planting in Milwaukee

a. I was 23 years old and never had a full time job and never planted a church

b. Not all of the elders received that proposal favorably

c. Walter Henley said, “We should support this young preacher.  Let’s keep out eyes on Jesus.”

d. Walter Henley championed the cause.  We moved to Milwaukee and was supported by Highland Street Church of Christ

e. Now there is a church of 225 with their own elders and deacons there

38. While we were in Milwaukee, Walter Henley contracted cancer

a. He refused all treatments and wanted to be as useful as possible to the end

b. Larry McKenzie called me one day and said that it is not long for Walter Henley and if you want to say anything to him, you should say it now

c. I wrote him a letter telling him of what had been done under his influence

39. When I think of the race that Walter Henley ran in our midst, I think of what he said to the elders in 1974

a. We need to send this preacher to plant a church

b. That’s what Jesus calls us to do

40. In February 1978 my mother called to say that my grandfather died

a. I stayed at his farm as a child and he gave me horsy rides

b. So we made the 600 mile trip to Pennsylvania

c. While we were there a man named Ray Beggs called

41. Ray was a preacher at a local church.  HE WAS A MAN WHO

a. Asked me to be part of his Wednesday night class

b. Taught me to memorize scripture

c. First asked me to preach

d. Baptized me into Christ

42. He called to say that he was sick and had terrible stomach pains

a. He asked me to preach for him the next day

b. I was torn because I was devastated by my grandfather’s death

c. I didn’t bring any notes.  I felt like my family needed me.  I said, “No”

d. Ray said he understood and preached in the midst of pain the next day

43. A couple of weeks later I learned that Ray had a fast acting cancer

a. I felt terrible that I had not taken his place

b. But Ray continued to preach

c. He never complained about his cancer and he never quit

44. Ray Beggs had a life long dream of holding a Gospel Meeting

a. He wanted his two preacher boys.  He called Harvey Smeltzer and Harold Shank

b. Ray was sick and they did not give him long to live

c. The elders put together a gospel meeting during Thanksgiving weekend

d. There was to be 6 lessons.  Harvey was to have 3 and I had 3

e. When we arrived in Pennsylvania, Ray was back in the hospital. He didn’t attend the gospel meeting

f. He refused treatment because he wanted to keep his mind

g. Everyday he asked how the preaching went

h. A day after the gospel meeting was over, Ray died

45. I remember what he wrote in the church bulletin

a. He said, “I have cancer, I didn’t want it, I didn’t ask for it, I don’t like it.”

b. But I’m not giving up because I have my eyes set on Jesus.  He finished the race.

46. I am not sure how to conclude

a. The text deals with practical with rules

b. The text also deals with theological reasons

47. On one hand I ought to finish the race

a. Be accountable.  Make sure you have a Timothy or Paul in your life.  Someone who can cheer you on and ask you if you’re keeping the rules

b. Don’t follow your lust.  Don’t look at another woman or man.  Don’t even think of it.  Be pure.  If you are not pure, get out of leadership and get your life right

c. Don’t give up on the core Christian doctrine. The Christian faith is well thought out and has powerful beliefs.

d. Do those things and you will finish the race

48. On the other hand I want to call you to higher reasons

a. Grace.  The race is one at the cross.  Nothing out there can defeat us

b. Jesus.  Keep your eyes on Jesus

c. Stay on course.  Finish the race.  Wear the crown

