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Main Text: “Moses said to the Lord, “See, thou sayest to me, ‘Bring up this people; but thou hast not let me know whom thou wilt send with me.  Yet thou has said, I know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.  Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found favor in thy sight, show me now thy ways, that I may know thee and find favor in thy sight.  Consider too that this nations thy people  And he said, My present will go with you, and I will give you rest.  And he said to him, If thy present will not o with e, do not carry us up from here.  For how shall it be known that I have found favor in they sight, I and thy people?  Is it not in ty going with us, so that we are distinct.  I and thy people, from all other people that are upon the face of the earth?”  And the Lord said to Moses, This very thing thou have spoken I will do; for you have found favor in my sight and I know your by name.”









Exodus 33:12-17

1. The central thought of the Book of Exodus is the presence of God

a. Moses talks to God 52 times in the book

b. Much of the new testament language about the presence of God starts here

c. Glory, tabernacle, veil face of God

d. God’s presence takes on 4 forms in this book

2. # 1 – Journey Presence

a. Exodus 1e3 is where Israel leaves Egypt

b. The cloud leads by day and a pillar fo fire by night

c. The cloud and fire are indicators of God’s presence

d. God is with them on the journey

3. The Journey Presence is open to us

a. Psalm 23 says that the Lord is my shepherd he leads me in paths of righteousness

b. Matthew 28 says about God and Christ, “I will be with you always.”

4. # 2 – Tabernacle Presence

a. 13 of the 40 chapters in Exodus are about the tabernacle

b. God details the picture of worship

c. In worship God breaks into our time and space

d. The tabernacle is an indicator of God’s presence

5. The tabernacle presence is open to us

a. The church at worship is the temple of God

b. We sing, praise, and pray take the Lord’s Supper. God is with us

6. # 3 – Cleansing Presence

a. The golden calf episode was followed by repentance

b. They striped themselves of ornaments

c. Merciful God forgives their iniquity and sin

d. In Exodus 34:10 – God makes a covenant with them

e. Forgiveness and covenant is an indicator of God’s presence

7. The cleansing presence is open to us

a. Baptism is a time of cleansing.  God is present

b. Confession of sin and repentance is also a time when God is present

8. # 4 – Power Presence

a. In Exodus 14 Israel is in a trap between the Read Sea and Pharaoh’s army

b. The people are wondering where is the presence of God at this critical time?

c. Exodus 14:13 – The Red Sea splits and the people see the power of God at work

d. The dry ground is an indicator or God’s presence

9. The power presence is something we can take up today

a. Does God work in my life?

b. Can I sense his power?

c. Can I see his works from my chair?

10. Exodus 33 tells us about Moses and his Question and Answer session with God

a. Moses raise 3 issues and God gives 3 answers

b. The issues show us that God is present

c. Look at the first two questions more closely

11. God promises to be with his people (33:14)

a. God’s promise tells us a great deal

b. The golden calf incident has been forgiven

c. God decided to go with them in the wilderness

d. God tells Moses: ‘My presence will go with you”

12. Moses raises the same issue in chapter 33:15

a. God says “my presence will go with you”

b. Moses says, “If you presence will not go with us, we’d better stay”

c. Is Moses not paying attention?  Is he hard of hearing?

13. Moses is working through 4 kinds of God’s presence

a. Will God be with then on the journey? – Yes

b. Will God place his tabernacle among them so they can worship? – Yes

c. Will God cleanse them of the Golden calf incident?  - Yes

d. Will God show his power among them?  Moses is unclear

e. That’s why he presses the issue

f. He wants to know if God’s power presence will be with them

14. God responds to Moses in Chapter 33:17

a. Moses has listed a number of items he’s worried about

b. God notes the list and says that “I will do all you have spoken”

c. My power presence will be with you

15. Later God tells Moses exactly what he plans to do (Chapter 34:10-11)

a. God obligates himself to do these things

b. He performs marvels that nobody else has ever seen

c. People will see how awesome is the work that I will do

d. He lists 6 nations that he will personally defeat for the Israelites

e. The rest of the Old Testament points out that God did exactly what he promised

16. How does this help us understand how the power of God works?

a. What clues are given that God is on our side?

b. What evidence that the battle of my life belongs to the Lord

17. I have never surfed and never wanted to surf

a. But I have watched people surf

b. They get on a surf board and paddle out into the ocean

c. Then they catch a wave and ride on top of a wave back to shore

d. No surfer rides back to shore unless they are on top of a wave

e. The top of the wave is where the power is

18. The Bible is a guide to spiritual surfing

a. It is filled with stories of people who have caught the wave of God

b. People who watched for what God was doing and rode his wave

c. People who are spiritual surfers

19. Moses is a prime example

a. Moses was born during a time when babies were murdered, BUT survives

b. He was put into the Nile river, BUT was found by Pharaoh’s daughter

c. He murders a man, BUT escapes with his life

d. He cannot speak well, BUT becomes a spokesman for God

e. We see God’s power at work in Moses

20. Israel is another prime example

a. They were slaves in Egypt with NO army, weapons, nationals organization BUT they were delivered from bondage

b. The people with children were being routinely murdered and the dictator wanted them under control, BUT they are given freedom

c. They have no power, BUT they witness the 10 plagues

d. Israel receives Egypt’s wealth and escaped form slavery and travels through the wilderness and crosses the Red Seas and defeats the Amalekits and gets bread, meat and water in the wilderness and are led by a pillar of fire at night and cloud by day …..all by the power of God

21. We can see God’s power rat work in Moses and Israel

a. The question is ….How do I see it in my life?

b. I don’ know how a surfer catches an ocean wave

c. But Exodus shows us how we catch the wave of God

d. It shows it in 3 ways

22. # 1 – Look for God in our weaknesses

23. We think God does his greatest work with our strengths

a. God does work through both our strengths and weakness

b. But we can more easily see his power in our weakness

24. Exodus 3 is about the weakness of Moses and the power of God

a. Moses was a murder, a refugee, a shepherd, a stuttered, and a workaholic

b. He was not a CEO type, not a team player

c. God used the weaknesses of Moses to do his greatest works

d. IN weakness of Moses we see the power of God clearly

25. Highland Street was taking 3-4 trips per year to Ukraine I had a conversation with Evert Huffard about Ukraine in 1992

a.  “Do you know the culture?”  I said No

b. “Do you know the method? No, The anthropology?  No

c. “Do you think you should be going?”

d. Shank, “We have a choice to go or not go?  Which one?

e. Huffard said, “Go”

26. That’s not an argument against training or preparation

a. We were not trained, but nobody was trained

b. God surprise the Christian world in opening a hold in the Iron Curtain

c. Few people were trained to go through the Iron Curtain

d. So we went and in our ignorance and weakness, God did great things

e. Highland Street church has started 3 churches.  There are over 40 congregations and hundreds have been baptized

27. In the Ukraine is a story of the power of God that we can see

a. We can see it because it was clearly a work of God

b. There was no way we could mistake what happened in the Ukraine as a result of our work

c. In our weakness we see the power of God

28. Think about something you can’t do

a. I can’t speak.  I can’t invite people to church.  I can’t help the poor people

b. I don’t work well with children.  We couldn’t care for foster children

c. God is working in all those areas right here at Highland Street

d. You may see God’s power by letting him work through your weakness

29. # 2 – Look for God’s Agenda

30. We often expect God to join us rather than us joining him

a. We want God to do our will.  When he doesn’t’ we are disappointed

b. Instead look at times when God works his will through us

c. We make a list and are unhappy because God didn’t do our list

d. Instead look at God’s list and see how he had enabled us to do his work

e. We want God to fulfill our agenda and we are dismayed when he doesn’t

f. Instead watch for how God uses us to carry out his agenda

31. `There is a critical point in Exodus when Moses joins the work of God.  God does not join the work of Moses

a. The 10 plagues were God’s idea, not God’s response to Moses plan

b. Splitting the Red Sea was God’s work, not Moses’ work

c. The wonders that God planned for the wilderness was God’s agenda, not Moses’

d. Conquering the 6 nations was on God’s list, not Moses

32. I found something in the life of Jesus:  Listen

a. John 7:16 – My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me

b. John 8:28 – I do nothing of myself, but as my Father taught me

c. John 10:37 – If I do not do the works of my Father, do not believe me

d. John 12:49 – For I spoke not on my own authority, but the Father who sent me gave me the command

e. Jesus was pursuing God’s agenda

33. In March 2002, Highland Street received a demographic study of Memphis

a. Within 10 miles of the church are 750,000 people.  1/3 are children

b. There are 250,000 children with the 10 mile area.

c. Less then ½ of those kids go to church

d. 125,000 lost children are within a 10 mile area

34. You begin to wonder why isn’t God doing something about that

a. Then I looked at people being led to Christ at this church

b. I looked at the names of 500 people who were baptized in the last 10 years

c. Nearly 300 were children.  God was already at work

35. God is sending a wave of opportunity among children

a. Some how I was out in calm water paddling my surf board

b. I was waiting for the wave

c. God was sending one wave after another

d. When I became part of what God is doing I see his power

36. Just as Exodus tells the story of God’s work among Israel

a. So Highland Street church book tells the story of God’s work among us

b. 12 new congregations planted in 12 years

c. 397 houses painted 

d. 125 graduates of the Life Skills Lab

e. Hundreds of lectures in Europe through Ministry of Theological Education

37. Why has God been working at Highland Street Church of Christ?

a. One reason, and that is Godly leaders

b. God blessed the church with elders who know how to surf spiritually

c. They didn’t ask God to do their agenda, they seek God’s agenda

38. GOD IS IN CHARGE OF THIS – Church, Worship, Budget, Future, Vision

a. When we do his work, we see his power

b. Seek God’s agenda

39. # 3 – Look at your relationship to God

40. One phrase dominates Exodus 33 and 34

a. Moses asks the question repeatedly:  “Have I found favor in your eyes?”

b. God says repeatedly: “Moses, you have found favor in my eyes.”

c. This shows us that Moses had a relationship with God

41. Throughout Exodus the presence of God is linked to relationships;

a. When people start to worship the golden calf

b. God sees it from heaven and he tells Moses:  Leave me alone

c. Go away.  I will withdraw my presence because they have broken relationship

42. But the amazing thing happens in Exodus 33-34

a. The people repent and God reaffirms relationship

b. You have found favor.  I know your name

c. God promises that they will see power like they have never seen it before

d. The power of God is directly related to the presence of God and is directly related to the relationship with God

43. John 15 uses images not of surfing, but of a vine

a. God is the vinedresser.  Jesus is the vine.  We are the branches

b. John 15:2 says, “If we don’t bear fruit, God comes and cuts us off.”

c. Then Jesus tells us that the way to bear fruit is to stay with him (15:5)

d. If we abide in Christ, there is power in our lives to bear fruit

44. Illustration – 4 Envelopes

a. Jesus abides in me (Put Jesus in Harold envelope)

b. I abide in Jesus (Put Harold in Jesus envelope)

c. We both abide in God (Put Jesus # 2 in God)

45. When we get relationships right, we get fruit

a. I must be in Jesus, Jesus must be in me

b. Both of us are in God

c. Then we see the power of his presence in our lives

