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Main Text:
“Now I would remind you, brethren, in what terms I preached to you the gospel, which you received, in which you stand, by which you are saved, if you hold it fast-unless you believed in vain.  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures….

 1 Corinthians 15:1-4

1. Steve is a friend, a family man who struggled financially, a good worker and warm

2. He had one deep issue

a. He felt unfit to appear before God

b. His favorite line was, “I’m not good enough for the Christian faith.”

c. I can’t do all God wants me to do

d. His favorite word was, “unfit”

3. Steve is not alone.  The man who

a. Wrote 13 of the 27 books

b. Had a love chapter.  It reads now abide, faith, hope, and love, but the greatest

c. All things work together for good

d. Rejoice in the Lord, again I say, Rejoice

e. Do not be anxious about anything

f. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me

4. Paul is the man who said those lines

a. He felt unfit like Steve

b. He wrote, “For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.”

c. Steve thought he was unfit to be a Christian

d. Paul thought he was unfit to be a Christian

5. Then both Paul and Sam made a U turn

a. I remember the moment when Sam learned about grace

b. There was a smile, a relief, and pleasure

c. Paul puts it this way in his life,…”But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain.  On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God which is in me.” 1 Corinthians 15:10

6. Grace makes a radical difference

a. We think it depends on us, it doesn’t

b. We think we must repay Jesus, we can’t

c. We think we much earn what is given, we never do

7. There is an old story about drought

a. The leaders of a village gathered together

b. They believed God hears the prayer of a righteous person

c. All the village leaders and all the pious people offered up prayers

d. There was no rain

e. So they formed a committee to search for a righteous man

f. They contacted all the people in the village, but couldn’t find one

g. Finally there was one person left.  A man who ran the local bathhouse

h. Nobody had talked to him because they thought that anybody who had continual contact with human nakedness couldn’t be righteous

i. The committee called him in and asked, “Are you a righteous man?”

j. He said, “You’ve got to be kidding.”

k. They said, “Now think hard, have you ever done any righteous deed in your entire life?”

l. He sat down and thought

m. He said, “Yes I remember that I once did a good deed.

n. A woman came in crying because she was in trouble and I loaned her some money.”

o. Then the rain began to fall

8. This was a clever story

a. The rain didn’t come because of a righteous deed

b. It came only when the village realized there was no righteous deed

c. The rain came by the mercy of God

9. This highlights a common human response

a. Salvation depends on human goodness

b. If I do enough good deeds

c. If I do enough religious works

d. If I do enough church time

e. God will be pleased.  I will be saved

10. People go to the Old Testament to prove this thinking

a. Look at Deuteronomy

b. It is filled with laws

c. Keep the laws and God will save you

11. But that’s not what Deuteronomy says 

a. Read Deuteronomy 6: 20-23

b. The kids came by and they knew about all laws in Deuteronomy

c. They knew about the 10 commandments in the box

d. They might say, “Daddy, why do we have these laws?

e. What’s the meaning of them?”

12. We expect the father to say

a. “These are the laws we have to keep to please God

b. Do these things, son, and you will go to heaven

c. Be good and God will have to accept you.”

13. That’s not what we get

a. The answer is to report what God has done

b. What’s the meaning of the laws, Daddy?

c. “Laws remind us of what God has done, Son.”

d. Why do we have the 10 commandments, mother?

e. “We have the 10 commandments to remind us that God saved us, that he lifted us out of Egypt.”

f. The laws teach us how to respond to the gracious acts of God

14. There is a similar text in the New Testament – See 1 Corinthians 15:1-4

a. This is not a child, but an apostle saying this is what’s important

b. We want to know what the Gospel is

c. We want to know what to do to be saved?

15. We expect the apostle to say

a. “These are the laws we have to keep to please God

b. Do these things, son and you will go to heaven

c. Be good and God will have to accept you.”

16. That’s not what we get

a. The answer is a report of what God has done

b. What is the gospel?  Jesus Christ died for our sins in accordance with scripture and was buried and raised from the dead

c. Not only did he do that, but then he appeared to people to make sure they get the message

d. What do we have to do to be saved?

e. By the grace of God, I am what I am

f. Here are 3 quick points about Grace

17.  # 1 - God is disappointed in the best of us

a. Not all of us feel unfit like Steve and Paul

b. But the reality is that we are all unfit

18. Jack Cottrell teaches students at the Cincinnati Bible Seminary

a. He gives his students a 2 question quiz

b. Question number 1 is – Who good are you on a scale from 0 – 100.  0 = pure evil and 100 = absolute perfection

c. The students score themselves.  The range is from 30% - 90%.

d. Nobody writes down 100%

e. Question number 2 is ---How forgiven are you?

f. The students have a harder time.  There are only two possible answers –0 or 100.

g. Nobody gets a 100 on question 1

h. Only by grace do we get a 100 on question 2

19. # 2 – God loves the worst of us

20. Two good friends of mine from Milwaukee are Greg and Dennis

a. They both spent their 20’s doing bad things

b. I still remember stories of what they did

c. Greg’s sin landed him in the hospital

d. Then God extended Grace

e. I witnessed both of them come to Christ

f. As they came to Christ these chief sinners changed

g. Today Dennis is an Elder and Greg just became a full time minister

21. Robert Curry, a Doctor of Ministry student in my class, tells a story about 2 boys visiting grandmother
a. She had a pond with ducks.  The boy loved to hold the ducks, play with them and catch them and pet them.

b. One day he hugged one of the ducks and there were a “snap.”  The duck fell dead.  His neck was broken.

c. He was frightened so he fond some rocks and put the dead duck under some rocks

d. His sister saw him do this.  She told him that she would tell grandmother unless he did something.  The boy said, “What?”

e. She said, “You must do the dishes every time I ask,”

22. After dinner each night the boy would rise to do the dishes.  

a. When the grandmother suggested that the girl take a turn doing the dishes, the girl would look at the boy and then he would volunteer

b. Finally the grandmother asked him why he was doing the dishes all the time.  She pressed him

c. Finally he told her about the duck.  He said, “I killed your duck.”

d. Grandmother said, “I know, I was looking out the window when you did it.”

e. The next meal the grandmother said, “Whose going to do the dishes?”

f. The girl looked at the little boy.  

g. The boy said, “Grandmother knows about the duck and she still loves me.”

23. God knows about the duck in your life and still loves you

a. No matter what you’ve done, where you’ve been, who you’ve hurt

b. No matter how many times, no matter how bad you are

c. God loves the worst of us

24. # 3 – God paid the price in full for all of us
25. Chris Colson tells of visiting a prison in Brazil

a. 20 years ago the prison was turned over to a group of Christians to run

b. They renamed it “Humaita”

c. They planned to run it on Christian principles

d. They had 2 full time staff and the rest of the work was done by volunteers

e. Every prisoner was accountable to another inmate

f. Also there was assigned to each prisoner a person outside of the prison who would work with them on a regular basis

26. Colson was amazed at the prison

a. It was clean.  People were working.  The walls had scripture written on them

b. In the US 75% of our prisoners return to prison

c. At this prison only 4% ever return

d. Colson said, “How did you do this?”

e. The answer was – Torture chamber

27. A guide escorted him to a blockhouse of punishment cells

a. It was well known as a place of horror and torture

b. The guide said that there was only one prisoner in there

c. They walked down a long corridor

d. The guide put a key in the door and then turned to Colson and said,

e. “Are you sure you want to go in?”

f. Colson said, “Of course I’m sure, I have been in isolation cells all over the world.”

g. The escort opened the door

h. Colson looked in

i. There chained to the wall was a crucifix

j. The guide said, “He’s doing time for the rest of us”

28. # 1 – God is disappointed in the best of us

29. # 2 – God loves the worst of us

30. # 3 – God paid the price in full for all of us

