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Main Text:
"But I call God to witness against me- it so was to spare you that I refrained from coming to Corinth.  Not that we lord it over your faith; we work with you for joy, for you stand firm in your faith.  For I made up my mind not to make you another painful visit.  For if I cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one whom I have pained?  And I wrote as I did, so that when I came I might not suffer pain from those who should have made ma rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the joy of you all.  For I wrote you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I have for you.  But if any one has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure- not to put it too severely-to you all.  For such a one this punishment by the majority is enough so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.  So I beg you to reaffirm your love for him.   For this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know whether you are obedient in everything.  Any one, whom you forgive, I also forgive.  What I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the presence of Christ, to keep Satan from gaining the advantage over us; for we are not ignorant of his designs.









2 Corinthians 1:23-2:11

1. I often find that certain issues keep us from faith

a. We want to believe, but something is in the way

b. It might be suffering, evil, miracles, doubts

c. Or, the Bible, Christian History, or things that happen to children

2. Forgiveness may not seem to be one of those issues

a. Forgiveness is not a philosophical issue like miracles and doubts

b. Forgiveness is not an intellectual thing, like suffering and the Bible

c. Forgiveness is about issues of the heart, but one thing keeps us from faith

3. Some people have been hurt so bad, they can't forgive

a. They think, "If I have to forgive that person

b. In order to believe in God, that I can't believe

4. Some people live with such bitterness toward another person

a. The bitterness becomes a barrier to forgiveness

b. They wake up and that person is standing at the bed laughing

c. They go out the door and that person is on the front lawn gloating

d. They sit down with friends and that person is there ruining the conversation

e. I have 3 case studies

5. # 1 - Bill and Rita are in a messy divorce

a. Bill made Rita's life miserable

b. He spread nasty rumors about her morals

c. He would call in the middle of the night and slam the receiver down

d. He was late on his share of the expenses and let their house go to the bank

e. He would use the kids to get to Rita

6. Neither Bill or Rita were Christians

a. In that mess after the divorce, Rita started going to church

b. She learned about Jesus and forgiveness

c. Then it hit her….she was being asked to forgive Bill

d. She thought, "I will never forgive that man for what he has done."

e. The problem was forgiveness kept her from faith

7. # 2 - A mother and daughter were active Christians

a. They had a falling out when the daughter was in High School

b. The mother took something that belonged to the daughter

c. It created bitterness between them

d. Neither one would give in and it went on for 35 years

8. I knew them both - Their faith changed remarkably

a. After the problem the mother who had been active in church suddenly quit coming and had no Bible study, and no prayer life

b. The daughter who had been in Sunday School all her childhood, stayed away for 30 years

c. The problem was forgiveness got in the way of their faith

9. # 3 - An older lady in another city

a. She had not been to church in 33 years

b. She wasn't sure she believed in God

c. When someone asked her why, she said, "The minister refused to do her daughter's wedding

d. This made her mad and she walked out of church

e. The problem was that forgiveness kept her from faith

10. This raises some questions

a. Why does forgiveness become a barrier to faith?

b. Is there any way to find faith in the midst of forgiveness

c. In light of the problems we have with forgiveness, can we make a case for Faith?

11. The question of forgiveness comes up in 2 Corinthians 2

a. Verse 1:15 - Paul talks about changing his travel plans

b. Verse 2:1 - He changed his plans because he didn't want to make another painful visit

c. Verse 2:5 - Someone had caused Paul and the Corinthian church pain

d. Verse 2:6 - This person had to be punished

e. Verses 2:7-11 - Calls for forgiveness

12. Much speculation about who caused the pain, what he did

a. After all the books and articles written - we still don't know

b. Maybe we are not told the details on purpose

13. If we had the details about Who, What, it MIGHT MAKE US

a. Focus on the details and not on the principle

b. Think that it is nothing compared to what I have been through

c. Say that situation is so different from mine, it doesn’t' apply

14. 2 Corinthians 2: 7-11 calls us to forgive this man

a. I have forgiven him, you should forgive him

b. I am writing this letter to tell you to forgive him

c. Then the reason

15. We forgive in the presence of Christ

a. What does that mean?

b. Jesus earthly ministry was over.  His death, burial and resurrection was decades before

c. How is Jesus present with them?

16. The cross is the central theme in 1 and 2 Corinthians

a. The cross of Christ is about forgiveness.  Jesus died for our sins

b. Likely the "presence of Christ" is in connection with the cross

17. We can forgive because God through Jesus at the cross of forgiveness is the Presence of Christ

a. The presence of the cross

b. God dying for human suffering

c. The blood flowing down Calvary

d. Jesus as a substitute for my sins

18. Paul forgave this man who has caused pain because

a. He stands in the presence of Jesus

b. He had been forgiven of the hurt and persecution he caused others

c. At the cross God was willing to forgive all our sins

19.
IF GOD CAN
 overcome all those sins and problems

a. Forgive my sin, forgive your sins, forgive you for putting Jesus on a cross

b. Forgive things that separate us from him

c. THEN when we stand in his presence we also can forgive

20. The point was made in a poem by Wilma Burton, "Forgiveness, another word for Love"

a. I shall never forgive him, my stubborn heart cried, until I remembered

b. You taught us forgiveness hanging on that awful tree and now you whisper, as you see me nailed

c. By prejudice and grudges, Roman soldiered, by an unforgiving spirit

d. To my own small tree, it is never forgiveness until you forgive that impossible to forgive

e. And in that forgiveness, no matter the measure of hurting, my spirit, with yours is set free!

21. When Edwin Markham retired, he found that his banker defrauded him

a. It made him bitter.  He could not function.  He could not write poetry

b. He was obsessed with that evil banker and what he had done

c. Sitting at his desk thinking of the evil when it hit him

d. He felt God calling him to forgive.  Markham let go of the bitterness

e. Suddenly poetry started to flow.  He wrote his most famous line

f. "He drew a circle that shut me out - heretic, rebel, a thing to flout - But love and I had the wit to win: We drew a circle that took him in."

22. Paul spends all of 2 Corinthians 3 talking about the presence of Christ and God

a. He has long comparisons between Moses and Christ

b. He does a Bible Study on Exodus 34

c. Moses was on Mount Sinai to get the 10 commandments

d. Moses was in the presence of God and sees God's back

e. He comes down with a glow on his face

f. Moses puts a veil on his face

g. Because the longer he is down from the mountain, the more glow fades

23. Moses saw God in a limited, temporary fashion

a. He saw his back and not his face

b. He saw it once, then it began to fade

c. Moses' experience was limited and temporary

24. But then Paul says this in 2 Corinthians 3:18

a. Moses saw his back, we see his face

b. Moses did it once, we do it without end

c. Moses had to wear a veil so people wouldn't see the glow fade

d. We need no veil, because the glow doesn't  fade, it increases

25. Paul's proposal is amazing

a. Who will be like me?  Moses or  a Christian?

26. Are you living like Moses?

a. Did you once see God, just caught a glimpse of him?

b. Did you have a glow that started to face the next week?

c. In fact now it's so faint you hardly remember being in that glow

d. You remember that wonder, peace, joy, love, but it is gone

e. It was temporary, limited

27. Because it has faded, you have no reason or power to forgive

a. Bitterness shines brighter than the memory of God

b. Hate is stronger than the face of God

c. Hurt is deeper than the light is strong

28. Are you willing to live like a Christian?

a. You see God's face every day, you live in his presence

b. Nothing ever fades or leaves or loses his power

c. In that presence of Christ, you forgive

29. When Paul looked at life HE SAW

a. God the father, sending his Son

b. Angels weeping over Calvary

c. Holy Spirit hovering nearby

d. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit establishing, commissioning, sealing, and giving

e. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit offering forgiveness for him and forgiveness for all people he knew

f. The face of God himself

30. The relationship between forgiveness and faith depends on where you stand

a. If you stand in the presence of Christ, forgiveness is the response

b. If you stand it the presence of self, forgiveness prevents faith,  Satan is the influence.  Forgiveness prevents faith

c. If you stand in the presence of the person who hurt you, forgiveness prevents faith

d. If you stand in the presence of those who say, "get even", forgiveness prevents faith

31. When Paul got out of bed in the morning

a. There in the corner of his bedroom was a cross with Jesus writhing in pain

b. Paul began his day in the presence of Jesus

32. When Paul left the front door of his house

a. There in the front yard was a cross with Jesus bleeding and dying

b. Paul lived his day in the presence of Jesus

33. Every morning when you get up

a. Do you look over in the corner of the bedroom and it’s not the cross you see

b. It's that person laughing at you, hurting you, causing you pain

34. Every day you go out the front door

a. What you see in your front yard is not the cross of Christ with Jesus hanging in pain

b. What you see is that event being replayed over and over again

c. You feel the pain and relive the agony

35. Every day when you gather with your friends

a. There next to the table is not the old rugged cross with the dying savior

b. But there is broken relationships, filled with dried blood, infection and gangrene

36
That is not the way that God wants you to live

a. He has opened the door to heaven

b. You can walk right into the throne room of God

c. You can look right into the face of God

d. You can touch him, feel him, see him

e. You never have to leave, you never have to go away

f. You never have to forget or wonder why its fading

g. Because you can live always, forever, without limit in his presence

37.    This presence of Christ grows

a. The closer you get, the better you see

b. The longer you stay, the more you understand

c. The clearer you view, the deeper you get

d. The more you take off the veil, the more willing you are to forgive

38. As you get closer it gets increasingly intense

a. You find that the glory of God starts to get under you skin

b. The Glory of God works its way into your pores, your organs

c. Soon you find that God is in your bones, in your nerves

39. The Light of God

a. Penetrates into your bedroom, when you wake up you see Christ

b. Fills you front yard, when you open the door you see Christ

c. Surrounds your friends, when you sit down you see Christ

40. What do you see in your life?

a. When you wake up in the morning, what in the corner of your bedroom?

b. Is it bitterness, hatred, anger that has dogged you for years?

c. Is it the presence of Christ that grows and grows and grows

d. When you walk out the door, what's in the front yard?

e. Is it that person laughing, taunting, gloating?

f. Is it Christ on the cross, crying, suffering, dying?

g. When you sit down with your friends, what do you see?

h. Do you smell infection, do you see gangrene?

i. Do you smell redemption, do you see eternity?

41. Do you live with a veil?

a. Is the glow gone?  The memory old?  The light dim?

b. Do you live having just seen the back of his head?

c. Don't you want to look into the face of God?

42. Lessons like this are dangerous

a. Bitterness that's been in the bottle for 30 years stinks

b. Anger kept in the closet for al lifetime reeks

c. When we open the box and resentment flies out it leaves a chill

d. Group praying for the Holy Spirit to handle all those dangers

e. Praying that the Holy Spirit is at all the doors, keeping Satan from any advantage

43. The only thing more dangerous

a. Than letting out bitterness, anger and resentment

b. The only thing more dangerous is keeping it inside

