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Main Text
:  
“If 
I
 
speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, 
I
 
am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If 
I
 
have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom
 all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 
I
 
have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, 
I
 
am nothing.  If 
I
 
give all 
I
 
possess to the poor and surrender my body to flames, but have not love, 
I
 
gain nothing.

							
1 Corinthians 13:1-3


   


1. Families come in all shapes and  sizes


    a.
  
Mom , Dad and the Kids 
	


    
b.
  
Mom and kids


    c.  
Dad and kids       

    d. 
. Mother and an adult daughter 


    e
.  
2 Sis
ters        


    
g
 
  
Mother and Daughter & Mother In Law 


2 Friends    


i.  
 Single Mom and an Older Daughter


    j.  
Black White and Asian    


    k.  
Rich, poor, young and old





2.  A Family is a place of diverse experiences


    a.	
Happiness and joy,  peace and satisfaction


    b.	
Community, Friendship and trust


    c.	
Struggle, tragedy, and pain


d.	   H
ate/
 
violence/
 
rejection/
 
ang
e
r




   3. Carol and Paul were at a dinner party 


      a.	
They were a young couple, married a couple of  years


      b.	
 Carol  soon felt disconnected from Paul


      c.	
Dinner was Paul's favorite meal, Carol wanted to talk


      d.	
After dinner Paul picked up the newspaper


      e.	
Carol said,  “Did you like supper?  Paul said, “Uh huh”


      f.	
Carol said, “Did y have a busy day? Paul said, “ Uh huh”


      g.	
Carol  (sensed being ignored), she said, “ I wrecked car today. Paul said, “Uh huh”


      h.  	
Carol said, “Can my mother come for a 2 month visit?”  Paul said,  “Uh huh”


      i.	
Carol said, “I'm going to rip down the Living Room drapes if you don’t 
listen., OK



      j
. 
	
Carol  got up and tore down every drape in the Living Room


  k.  	
By the time  Paul  realized what was happening the Living Room windows were 


	bare


      l.	
Paul said, “What in the world are you doing?”


Carol said, “You  said 
it was 
OK
. Don’t you remember?”


They spent the  rest of the evening talking & putting up drapes





The story reminds us of problems at home


	a.    The wife is unhappy with her husband

The teenager is unhappy with the parents

The parents are unhappy with the teenager

New parents have a fear of raising a child


An adult single has a problem with a fa
ther who continues to criticize






It makes us wonder what makes a family work?


1 Corinthians 13:13 mentions faith, hope and love.  The greatest of these is love

What does that mean?  

How does it apply to the family?




1 Corinthians 13:1-3


Is divided into 3 categories

Verses 1 & 2 involve communication

Verses 3,4, & 5 involve intelligence

Verses 6,7, & 8 involves personal commitment




Communication


Tongues of mortals are human languages (English, German, Chinese)

Tongues of Angels are non-human languages, probably referring to languages in 1 Corinthians 12

If I can communicate in all known human languages and some that are not known

But have no love, I am nothing

If I become a great linguist, a master of languages, not no kindness, I still cannot communicate




Intelligence


Prophetic powers are spiritual gifts that men have in 1 Corinthians 12

Understand all mysteries are probably a specific way of defining prophetic powers

All knowledge refers to 1 Corinthians 14 knowledge of another spiritual gift

If I have one question that tops the scale and have a 
Ph.D.
 in my field

Read every study in major area and surf the Internet for the latest information

But didn’t have love, it amounts to nothing



















Personal Commitment


Faith to move mountains - Jesus says in Matthew 17:20; 21:21

Gave away all I have - In Philippians 3, Paul tells how he considered what he had as garbage

Body to be burned.  We are not clear what he means here.  Burning Christians at the stake came later

If I am a self starter and are self disciplined and goal centered, but have no kindness

My human communication is lacking




Paul compares love to 8 other qualities in life


He compares love to communication skills

He compares love to intelligence

He compares love to personal commitment

Of the 9 things discussed, the greatest is love




The point is that not everything in life has the same value


The Corinthians were putting the wrong things first

They were putting their spiritual gifts above love

They thought that if they spoke in tongues, it didn’t matter how they treated each other

If they gave big dollars to the church in Corinth, they could get by without kindness

Paul said the greatest is love




1 Corinthians 13 is speaking of Christian communication


It is talking about values in church

But the principle that Love is 
Foundational
 goes beyond the church

It is true for business, true for neighbors, true for families




8 things Paul compares with the value of Love change


If a business has the books balanced, profit for the stockholders, and a 

      Christmas bonus for all

But there is no love in that business, it is not a nice place to work

If the fence along the property line is new and my leaves never blow into your yard

But there is no love in that neighborhood,  it is not a nice place to live

It raises the question, “What values do we put in place of love in our homes?

Let me suggest 3




# 1 IMA
GE


IF we look good, if we have everything in its place

If we have the right appearance, if we make the proper impression

IF  we have  the right image, but do not have love

We are shallow, vulnerable and shortsighted


Matthew 6: 1,2,5


It speaks of the image of generosity compared to real generosity

Don’t just appear to be holy, really be holy




This simple poem captures that point


	“If I live in a house of spotless beauty with everything in its place

	but have not Love, I am a housekeeper, not a homemaker

	If I have time for waxing, polishing and decorative achievements

	but have not Love, my children learn cleanliness, not godliness

	Love leaves the dust in search of a child’s laugh

	Love smiles at the tiny fingerprints on a newly cleaned window

	Love wipes away the tears before it wipes up the spilled milk

	Love picks up the child before it picks up the toys

	Love is present through the trials

	Love reprimands, reproves and is responsive

	Love crawls with the baby, walks with the toddler, runs with the child

	then stands aside to let the youth walk into adulthood

	Love is the key that opens 
salvation’s
 message to a child’s heart

	Before I became a mother I took glory in my house of perfection

	Now I glory in God’s perfection of my child

	As a mother, there is much I must teach my child, but the greatest of all is Love




Lynn Rose’s book, Loving Him


Tells of Brad and Beverly, married for about 2 years

Things were not going well.  Brad was spending more time with his buddies

Beverly felt slighted, then taken for granted

To rekindle the spark, Beverly planned a Valentine dinner just like the first date 3 years before

She packed the shopping bag with a white tablecloth, 2 candles, china plates and the best silver

When they got in the car together, Beverly told Brad which streets to turn on

He was surprised when they turned into McDonalds

She put out the tablecloth, lit the candles, and ordered 2 Big Macs and fries

This made Brad remember their first date at McDonalds

He was struck by the love she showed him

Between bites of Big Macs, they held hands




Image says Folks Folly


1 Corinthians 13 says it doesn’t matter if its Burger King or Jim’s Place 

	East

What matters is love













Our society is caught up in Image


But that is not the way to home improvement

You may look successful, you may look in style

But none of that is important if there is no Love




# 2 - SELF


We think of ourselves more than we think of others

We think of me more than we think of God

We think of how it affects us more than how it affects our family

Self is an important value, but not as important as Love




Philippians 2:3-4


We think life is a table of 1

Paul says, “Move over to make room for others.”






Our society says that there is


Nothing or nobody worth dying for

# 1 Priority is to look out for yourself.

Nothing is more important than being happy

You must get your own way




Christine and Alex, an Irish couple, were constantly bickering


They had been married 50 years and squabbled all the time

But Alex always had to have the last word

Finally Christine had a way of dealing with Alex

She said, “Mark my word, Alex, the day will come when I will dance on your grave.”

Sure enough Alex died before Christine and it seemed like her prophecy came true

Then the Lawyer read Alex’s will

It said, “Dear Christine, how often did you say you would dance on my grave.”

Therefore I make this final request, Christine, bury me at sea.”




We want the last word


We want it our way

I put my life first

“Self,” is lodged firmly as the central value in many lives



















The New York Times carried a story just after the Cu
ban missile crisis in the early
 
1960’s



The threat of nuclear war seemed real

Two thousand government employees were given special passes

They would give them entrance to an underground bomb shelter

It was a huge cavern in rural Virginia

Included among the two thousand would be all members of the supreme court

When Chief Justice Earl Warren picked up his pass, he had a question

He asked softly, “I did not notice a pass for Mrs. Warren”

The official said, “There is no room for wives, only 
VIPs
”

Earl Warren gave his pass back and said, “Now you have room for another VIP




Anna Eubanks Barber’s article in 20th Century 
Christian
 (July 1996)


She told about growing up in a small town

She had a sister 3 years older

There was lots of sibling rivalry, each putting 
themselves
 first

They lived in a small duplex and got on each others nerves

One day they had a big fight

Their parents broke it up and sat them on the couch

The father put a Bible between them and turned to 1 Corinthians 13

He told Anna, “I want you to read 1 
Corinthians
 13 to your sister

Then he told her sister that she had to read it to Anna

Anna said, “Please ground me, beat me, spank me, but don’t make me do this

When you are 11 years old and crying and grasping for air, it takes forever to read 1 Corinthians 13

Both sisters read 1 Corinthians 13, got the point and changed their behavior

Over the years Anna and her sisters call it “The Reading”

20 years later they are best friends




It is easy to think only of self


Paul says there is a more central value

Love other people makes life work

No wonder Jesus said, “Love you neighbor as yourself”

Put first things first




# 3 - THINGS


Consumer society says nothing is more important than things

You must have it, you must get it

IF your is old, you must get a new one

Go to things.com and find life

In Deuternomy 8 there is a great warning about things


Jesus quoted it in his temptation.  “People do not live by bread alone.”








Karen Greve of Harvard University said, 


The less time parents spend with children, the more gifts they give them

Parents who spend time with kids, buy them less




Alex Thien, Mil Sentinel, favorite writer


Two women were visiting at dinner on a cruise ship

One woman was named, Mrs. Klopman


The other woman said, 
“
I
 
hope you do no
t mind me saying this, but your diamond is beautiful

Klopman said, 
“
I
 
don
’t mind at all, its the Klopman diamond

The other woman looked puzzled, 
“
I’ve heard
 of the Hope diamond and other
s, but that is a new one

Mrs. Klopman said, 
“
It is m
uch like the Hope diamond, but smaller, although the same cut and quality
	


The Klopman diamond came with a curse just like the Hope diamond.

The other woman asked, 
“What is the curse?
”

Mrs. Klopman said, 
“Mr. Klopman.
”




Debi Crawford, a Colorado elementary education teacher


Wrote a book with her husband called, 
Advice for a Happy Marriage



She said that if there are 2 cupcakes and the man takes the one with not as much frosting then,

He loves you
	



When the Titans were in Houston


Right Tackle, David Williams


Skipped an away game with the New England Patriots

He wanted to be with his wife, who gave birth to their first child

The Oilers docked him $111,111 in pay

They said playing football is like a soldier departing his comrades in a war zone

Williams said, 
“
I
 
don
’t regret what 
I’ve done, My family comes first.
”




We value things


A scratch on a car upsets us more than a hurt on a heart


Getting something new is more important than time with someone 
true


Meeting a deadline is more significant than keeping a life line


A house over a home, an object over a subject

We can have the nicest car and the newest gadget and the biggest house

And end up with nothing



















Jesus tells the greatest story


There were problems at home.  No mother, the brother did not get along


The younger brother wants money and freedom

The family falls apart.  The younger son leaves home.  The older one never was home


The 
Prodigal
 Son has one hopeful line.  The 
Prodigal
 Son returns home and the Father loves




It tells us 2 things


The greatest priority in the family is love


No matter what happens in 
the
 
family, God the Father still loves



	





    



