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Main Text:
“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.  And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teach and admonish one another in all wisdom, and sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  Colossians 3:15-17
1.
Turn to Colossians - We have identified 3 issues from Colossians to guide us this year


a.
God Works..........Please God...........Be Mature


b.
Our aim is to help us be the church God wants us to be

2.
The church is the major issue in Colossians......IN COLOSSIANS THE CHURCH =


a.
People who are in Christ


b.
The body of Christ

3.
The word “body” is mentioned 9 times in Colossians


a.
It is mentioned 3 times in the physical body, and 2 times regarding sin


b.
It is mentioned 4 times as “church” in Chapters 1:18, 24, 2:19; 3:15

4.
The “church” as the body of Christ is a common New Testament “metaphor”


a.
1 Corinthians 12 talks about different parts of the body


b.
Ephesians talks about the unity of the body


c.
Colossians has 3 contexts

5.
Each context is different


a.
Chapter 1:18 and 24 is used as a Christian hymn and explains the lofty nature of our head


b.
Chapter 2:19 describes the body as one that is opposed to false teaching, and explains how the body needs to be linked to Christ and not to false teaching


c.
Chapter 3:15 describes good and bad conduct.  The body needs to be centered on the head so it ends up with good conduct

6.
I.
Colossians 1:18, 24


a.
Chapter 1:18,24 is part of a Christian hymn found in Chapter 1:15-20


b.
It seeks to elevate Christ, to raise our understanding of who he is


c.
Christ is our creator and a visible form of God before and in all things


d.
He is the great glue that holds the whole universe together


e.
He was raised from the dead and reconciled all people to God and made peace by the cross

7.
That Jesus is also head of the church, which is his body


a.
The point is that if we are not connected to the head, we are robbed of our most valuable resource


b.
Christ is the nourisher, life giver, leader and director of all of us


c.
Chapter 1:24 echoes those same thoughts

8.
II.
Colossians 2:16-19



a.
This text is about Christian freedom


b.
The point is that bad theology leads to bad practice


c.
The exact nature of Colossians bad theology is uncertain


d.
It is basically substituting something else for Christ

9.
It makes 4 points


a.
# 1 - False Practices - The Colossian church is being told to keep certain rules about eating and about holidays


b.
# 2 - False Ideas Behind False Practices – The ideas had no substance.  They were like smoke


c.
# 3 - False Teachers - The teachers claimed to be spiritually superior, but all they were really superior in was pride in their own accomplishments


d.
# 4 - How to Be the Body of Christ

10.
To be the body of Christ


a.
One needs to hold on to the head and not be a decapitated church


b.
If they held on to their head, the whole body would grow


c.
Introduce them to Brother Joint and Brother Ligament


d.
Brothers Joint and Ligament could be in the one body if they held on to the head

11.
III - Colossians 3:15-17


a.
Chapter 3:5-11 lists 5 qualities the body of Christ should have


b.
Chapter 3:12-14 lists 5 qualities the body of Christ should not have


c.
Chapter 3:15-17, Paul does heart surgery on the body of Christ


d.
This tells us 3 things about the heart which is the body of Christ

12.
# 1 - The peace of Christ must rule in our hearts


a.
The word “Rule” has the idea of an umpire


b.
At the cross Christ brought peace.  That peace is now the referee in the heart of the body of Christ

13.
# 2 - The Word of Christ must dwell in our hearts

a.
We do that by teaching and admonishing


b.
We do it by singing in our worship


c.
To be the body of Christ we must have the word of Christ in our hearts

14.
# 3 - Thankfulness must live in our hearts

a.
This text tells us 3 times to be a thankful body


b.
We must be thankful in words and deeds


c.
The thanks must be directed towards the body, towards Christ and towards the Father

15.
What does all this mean to us as the body of Christ?


a.
How does it help us?


b.
What course correction does it lead us to make?


c.
What adjustments do we need in our thinking?

16.
We tend to reduce the concepts of the church and body


a.
We slowly shift our definition from what God intended to what is easy


b.
We drift away from God’s plan to our preferences


c.
We make slow and minor changes that refocuses what God started

17.
Take the concept of the church


a.
It is easy for us to think of the church as a building or institution with staff and elders


b.
We may think of it as a club or society where we have a membership card


c.
We make it into a picture that thinks the way we think, or rubberstamp our views

18.
Take the concept of the body


a.
It is easy for us to think of the body as our group, people like us


b.
The body becomes people who look like us: The same age, interests, incomes and social status


c.
We make it into a place where we fit in, we are a part, or we get our needs met

19.
Now it is not that those things are completely wrong headed


a.
But they are not central and not the core definition


b.
If we put them at the core, we end up in the wrong place


c.
Rather, we must seek what it is that makes us the church or the body of Christ

20.
Let me summarize 4 texts in Colossians on the church – the Body


a.
Christ is the head of the church which is his body


b.
The body is to hold fast on to the head who is Christ


c.
The whole body is knit together by Christ


d.
The whole body is nourished by Christ


e.
The whole body grows thru its connection with the head


f.
The peace of Christ is the umpire in all things in the body


g.
Christ has called us to one body


h.
Christ has called us to be a thankful body


i.
The word of Christ must dwell in our body


j.
The body must teach, admonish one another about the word of Christ


k.
The body must sing psalms, hymns and songs about the Word of Christ

21.
What is the church?


a.
It is not a building or an institution but people connected to Christ


b.
The church doesn’t belong to the elders or staff, the church belongs to Christ


c.
The church is not a club which gives us a membership card, but a group seeking Christ


d.
The church is not a picture where people think the way we think, but a picture where people think the way Christ thinks

22.
What is the body?


a.
It is not a group of people like us, but a group of people like Christ


b.
It is not people who look like us, but joints and ligaments joined by Christ


c.
It is not a place where we are drawn by programs or people, but a place where flocks are linked by Christ

23.
The reason that Colossians was written was because they were adopting inadequate ideas of the church or body

a.
They had been knocked off course about the core of the church or body


b.
The lives they were living were out of sync with what the body of Christ was meant to be


c.
So Colossians calls them to the core of the church or boy which is the linkage with Christ

24.
If I think of the church or body as a place where I meet people like me, what happens?


a.
As long as I find a group like me, I like the church.  I’ll be part of that body


b.
But if I find myself surrounded by people unlike me, then I want to run

25.
If I think of the church or body as a group linked by Christ, what happens?


a.
When I find people like me, I seek to teach, admonish, and sing that you need to stay connected to Christ


b.
I say to them, “we are not the body because we are like, we are the body because we are in Christ”


c.
When I find people unlike me, I say, “Hello Brother Joint, I’m Brother Ligament.”


d.
“Let’s be jointed together in Christ.”


e.
When I meet somebody completely opposite to me, I say, “Let’s find peace in Christ.”


f.
“Let’s sing to each other of how Christ makes us grow up in all things spiritual.”

26.
If we think of a church of body as a place that meets my needs, what happens?


a.
As long as my needs are met, I’m happy.  I like the church.  I’ll be part of the body


b.
Bit if I find my needs not being met, then I want to run

27.
If we think of the church or body as a place where we grow because of Christ, what happens?

a.
When I find my needs are met, I rise up in thankfulness


b.
Not just thankfulness that my needs are met, but thankfulness that I’m in Christ


c.
When I find my needs are not met, I rejoice that I’m in Christ


d.
I realize that if I’m in Christ, I am in the place where I need to be for God to do in me what he needs to do


e.
When I find what I think are my needs not being met, I rise up in thankfulness that I’m in Christ

28.
Let’s not be a headless church


a.
If we think of church primarily as a building, institution, club or counselors office


b.
Then we have lost hold on what Colossians says is the most critical aspect of church —Christ


c.
Colossians followed heresy and were a headless church


d.
They were not holding on to their head, they had tossed him aside


e.
There is nothing more important for the church to do than to hold unto it’s head


f.
There is no more critical focus for the body of Christ than to reach out and grab it’s head


g.
We must not let go of our head

29.
How do we hold on to our head?


a.
How can we keep focus on Christ as head of the church and the key defining image of who we are?


b.
What are some practical steps to take to recast our vision of the body of Christ?


c.
There are 6 suggestions.  Take 4 of these and decide to do all 4 this year.

30.
# 1 - Find a person who helped you mature in Christ and thank them


a.
One of our 3 points for this year is to be mature and grow up


b.
In the body of Christ there are people who do that for each of us


c.
Somebody, somewhere helped you grow up in Christ


d.
Think of a teacher who played a critical role in your life


e.
Recall when somebody admonished you and it drew you close to Christ


f.
Think of a fellow worshipper who drew you into the body through the power of Christ

31.
Colossians 3 tells us to be thankful


a.
But let’s be lavish, generous, thoughtful in our thanks


b.
I’m not talking about catching them in the hallways and saying, “thanks.”


c.
You turn around and love and they think, “what was that about?”


d.
Three times Paul tells us in Colossians 3 to be thankful


e.
You’ve been qualified for heaven and transformed out of darkness


f.
You’ve been reconciled to God, forgiven of your sins


g.
Somewhere in all of that God has used a brother or sister to bring you to Christ


h.
Go thank them, Go and really truly, honestly, sincerely, thank them

32.
Sit down before you go and list ways in which they have touched your life


a.
Go beyond superficial


b.
Tell how they have helped you grow up


c.
Be specific in your thanks, make it a meaningful deep time

33.
Thank them by serving, encouraging, teaching, admonishing them


a.
Before you go to that person, find out what you can do to draw them closer to Christ


b.
Ask God to show you how he can use you to help that person grow in Christ


c.
Perhaps you could tell them that you are going to spend 15 minutes of your daily prayer time on them


d.
Perhaps you could do to another person what your mentor did to you


e.
Then you could go to that mentor and say you now have a grandchild in Christ


f.
What you did for me, I did for another.  We both thank you

34.
# 2 - Look for your opposite in the body and learn to rejoice in Christ


a.
We tend to look for people like us, we all understand why we do that


b.
But find one person who is your opposite, who is nothing like you

35.
FIND A PERSON


a.
That you are not drawn to at all


b.
Whose demographics are opposite of yours


c.
Who is interested in things you don’t care about


d.
Who doesn’t care about non spiritual things that are important to you

36.
IF YOU ARE A BROTHER OR SISTER LIGAMENT AND FIND BROTHER SISTER JOINT


a.
Or brother or sister hip finds brother or sister foot


b.
Or brother or sister elbow finds brother or sister knee


c.
Or brother of sister sports body finds brother or sister couch potato


d.
Or brother of sister furrowed brow finds brother or sister “always laughing”

37.
Then you can come together and find oneness in Christ


a.
We all have human reasons for fellowship being stripped away, but we find fellowship in Christ


b.
We all have the commonality of life cast aside, and we grow together with a growth that is from God

38.
Now there are two surprises here


a.
If you are open to finding your opposite, all you have to do is wait


b.
Because God delights in putting together what no human origin can put together


c.
Jesus is the glue of the universe.  He delights in gluing us together


d.
Jesus is the master tailor, he knits together what nobody else will even attempt to 


e.
If you are open to being in fellowship with your opposite in the body of Christ, you just have to keep your eyes open


f.
God will put you together

39.
The second surprise


a.
You will find a joy in the relationship, needs will be met, you will have fullness that you never knew


b.
God will take the two of you on a journey of a life time


c.
You will be melted into one body with Christ as the head

40.
 # 3 - Help another person mature in Christ


a.
Do this by teaching, warning, and proclaiming Christ


b.
Older Christians mentor younger Christians


c.
There may be a child in your circle that needs a mentor


d.
Check with their parents to insure that they welcome your influence in their life


e.
Those of us who have been mentors find it most fulfilling

41.
# 4 - Practice hospitality


a.
Colossians doesn’t mention hospitality, but the New Testament is clear about it


b.
Hospitality is inviting strangers into your home


c.
Hospitality plays a critical role in the body of Christ


d.
When you open your home and invite people you don’t know well


e.
Go beyond friends for cards and expand your horizons for the sake of Christ

42.
# 5 - Play a meaningful role in the life of a new Christian


a.
Attend a baptism of somebody you don’t know


b.
Baptisms are nearly every week.  They often are announced in advance


c.
Pick a person and witness their baptism into Christ


d.
Afterwards seek them out in a meaningful way


e.
Exchange contact information and invite them to lunch at your expense


f.
See how you can be a conduit of Christ in their life


g.
Commit it to God in prayer and follow his leading

43.
# 6 - Draw a sketch of the body of Christ where you are


a.
List people who are important to you in this body


b.
What kind of relationships do you have?  Are they spiritual?


c.
Are you helping each other grow with the growth that is from God?


d.
After you do your prayerful sketch, gather your group together


e.
Show them your sketch and teach them what Christ wants this group to become


f.
See if there is not a way that your part of the body can be tighter knit than it is

