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Main Text:
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters.  And God said, “Let there be light”’ and there was light.  And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.  And there was evening and there was morning, one day.  And God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.”  And God made the firmament and separated the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament.  And it was so.  And God called the firmament Heaven.   And there was evening and there was morning, a second day.  And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.”  And it was so.  God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called the Seas.  And God saw that it was good.  And God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, upon the earth.  And it was so.  The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind.  And God saw that it was good.  And there was evening and there was morning, a third day.  And God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon the earth.”  And it was so.  And God made the two great lights, the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night; he made the stars also…….And there was evening and there was morning, a fifth day










Genesis 1:1-16, 23

1. Facing a Crisis of Violence Against Children

2.
All of us have known people whose children faced violence

a. Ream Mom was young when he left a child in  Cambodia during the 

Vietnam War

b. A house in Campellport, Wisconsin was the setting where one day a 5 year  old blond boy disappeared as he played in his yard.  The abductor didn’t know them when he drove by their house.

c. A close friend of mine has one child, but when she remarried, the child had to live elsewhere because the new father is violent

d. Mrs. Lakely’s son was thrown against the windshield of a van when it was hit by a drunk driver who drove a corvette

e. Harold Redd’s cousin was killed in a bombing of the Federal Building in Oklahoma City

f. A woman in Jackson, Tennessee brought me a suicide note her son had left

g. A Church of Christ’s elders wife in Jonesboro talked about being on the playground and losing a child in the shooting

h. A teenager in Paduckah, Kentucky was injured in a shooting there.  Our teens sent her a laptop computer

i. A woman from the Downtown Church, whose son was killed in a gang shooting at Foote Homes

2. The Bible is filled with death and abuse of children

a. Genesis 4 – Cain kills his younger brother

b. Genesis 4 – Lamech kills a child (most versions say a young man, but the word is “a child”

c. Genesis 19 – Lot offers his daughters to wicked men of Sodom

d. Genesis 21 – Abraham sends his oldest son to the desert

e. Exodus 1 – Pharaoh told the midwives to kill every “boy” Hebrew children

f. Job 1 – Job’s children were killed in a tornado

g. Judges 11 – Jephthah kills his teenager because of a vow he made

h. Judges 19 – Ephraimite in Gibeah offered his virgin daughter to sexually charged men

i. 1 Kings 3 – Two harlots with one dead baby and one alive baby bring the case to Solomon who rules that the living child was to be cut in two

j. 2 Kings 11 – Athaliah tries to kill young Joash but he was hidden by his aunt

k. 2 Kings 16 – Ahaz burned his son as offering

l. Jeremiah 7 – Judeans burned their sons and daughters in the fire in the valley of Hinnon

m. Micah 2 – Children of the poor were abused by the rich

n. Lamentations 2 – During the fall of Jerusalem women ate their own children

o. Lamentations 2 – Dead children lay in the dust of the street

p. Matthew 2 – Herod killed all baby boys under 2 in Bethlehem

q. Mark 13 – Jesus predicted a time when Christianity would divide families and fathers would kill their own children

3. What do we conclude from these horrible stories?

a. Why is there so much abuse and death of children in the Bible

b. How are we to understand these events?

c. What does it say about the children that continue to be abused and killed?

d. The answers are in the Bible’s opening chapters

4. We fear the phone ringing in the middle of the night

a. It is almost always bad news

b. A word about an accident

c. A call from the hospital

d. News we don’t want to hear

5. The first parents didn’t have a phone

a. We don’t know when they got news

b. We don’t know how it came, but it came

6. Eve used to hear bad news

a. The shame she felt after eating the fruit

b. A fig leaf was her underwear

c. She learned that Adam was afraid

d. She learned that Adam blamed her for what happened

e. She experienced pain in childbirth

f. Her husband would rule over her

g. There would be thorns and thistles in their garden

h. Adam would work with sweat dripping off his brow

i. They would die and return to the dust of the earth

j. Rough hide rubbed against her skin when she put on clothes

k. Papers expelled them from the garden of Eden

l. Adam grabbed her hand as they ran from the flaming sword

7. All that was bad news, but not as bad as it would get

a. She realized at some point that there was rivalry between her two sons

b. She heard that Cain’s sacrifice had been rejected

c. She heard shouts of 2 sons fighting in the field

8. Then the phone rang in the middle of the night

a. I regret to inform you, but your son, Abel, is dead

b. I also bear news that your oldest son has been arrested for the crime

9. There is much we do not know

a. We don’t know how old the boys were, perhaps they were still single

b. Cain has his first child after the incident

c. It is likely they were in their late teens

d. Let’s say, Cain was 18 and Abel was 16.  Young men in the prime of life

e. But Cain picked up a rock and bashed in his brother’s head

10. Genesis 1-11

a. Creation, Sin, Flood and Abraham

b. There are two basic themes.  Spread of sin and the spread of grace

11. Spread of Sin

a. Adam and Eve at of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil

b. Cain kills Abel, Lamech murders

c. Sons of God mate with the daughters of men

d. Every imagination of human were on evil all the time

e. Noah got drunk

f. Tower of Babel became builders pride

12. The Spread of Grace

a. Adam and Eve did not die

b. Cain gets a mark, not prison

c. 8 people were spared from the flood

d. The post flood world gets a rainbow

e. Blessings came to Abraham

13. Spread of Sin and Spread of Grace

a. 1st sin is eating of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil

b. 2nd sin is murder of a child

c. 3rd sin is murder of a man

d. 4th sin is death of another child

14. It is striking when the Bible starts to define sin

a. It first mentions hurting children

b. 2 of the first 4 sins involve violence against children

c. 1st sin in the home is the violence between brothers

d. It took only 5 generations of human kind before man abused a child

15. We feel violence against children is new

a. We hear more about it

b. More children than ever before are being hurt

c. But it is not new

16. Before 

a. School shootings…..auto accidents with drunk drivers

b. Uncles abusing nieces……wicked men kidnapped children

c. Famines swept through Africa…….Wars chopped off hands of 5 year olds

d. Before all that Abels’ blood flowed into fresh soil outside the Garden of Eden

e. A nameless child killed by Lamech was carried to his grave

17. God told Cain that “sin is crouching at your door.”  God saw

a. The anger of Cain

b. The scene in the field

c. The rock that would become a weapon

d. The dirt that would be fertilized by human blood

e. The look of terror on Abel’s face

f. The crumpled corpse in the furrow between 2 rows of corn

g. Eve as she fainted at the news

h. Adam as he turned away so nobody could see his tears

i. The world watching in horror as they opened a door we have never been able to close

18. BEHIND ALL the evil done to children in our world is one thing

a. Behind the sexual abuse of uncles on nieces

b. Behind the dead children in Kosovo

c. Behind the children sweat shops in 3rd world countries

d. Behind the school shootings in the USA

e. Behind the crack cocaine babies born at the MED

f. Behind it all is SIN

19. The Bible’s fundamental point about sin

a. All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

b. Say, it with me, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”

c. Say it again.  Say it again

d. The truth is that sin is the root problem in our society

e. Our society is bound for hell

20. The same thing that happened in Genesis 4 is happening today

a. Brothers killing brothers, children are abused

b. The problem in Genesis 4 is sin.  The problem today is sin

21. We stand at the beginning of the 21st century

a. We have the most advanced society known in human history

b. The cry in our land is “What about the violence against Children?”

c. All of us fear the phone call in the middle of the night

d. The same thing that happened in Genesis 4 is happening today

e. The same thing that caused problems then, cause problems now

f. It is not a complicated issue.  Sin is ruining the lives of children

g. There is only one way to stop sin

22. Our society is stymied, We DON’T KNOW

a. How to stop killing our children

b. What the problem is

c. Why parents abuse and kill their offspring

d. Why kids kill kids

23. Let me make a bold CLAIM

a. Violence against children is a window

b. People asking spiritual questions, people looking for spiritual answers

c. People are vulnerable.  Society is frightened

d. There is a window of opportunity for the church

e. Now may be the greatest opportunity for the church in decades

24. Highland Street Church of Christ sponsored a Sunday Night workshop on the family
a. It was just after the terrible school shooting in Littleton, Colorado

b. I called the speaker and asked him to change one talk to “How to deal with violence”

c. I remember the lesson.  It was pastoral

d. He had interviewed people in his congregation and he shared their reactions with us.  

e. I remember leaving that night feeling helpless

25. But we are not helpless

a. I wish now I had stood up and said, “What about the Cross of Christ?”

b. What about the power of the Word of God to change hearts?

c. What about the God who split the Red Sea, and knocked down the walls of Jerico

d. What about the Lord who changed water into wine and raised the dead?

e. We are not helpless

26. There is a solution

a. Our society is caught up in a grip of evil

b. Satan is having a heyday in our culture

c. The solution is Jesus Christ

27. HOW MANY MORE CHILDEN WILL DIE BEFORE

a. People turn to God

b. Christians rise up and say, “Enough”

c. Men and women of God fall on their knees before almighty God and ask him to stop this plague

d. Preachers stand in pulpits and say it is sin

e. Christians tell their neighbors that what’s happening in America already happened in Genesis 4

28. What do we do?

29. Prayer

30. Care

31. Share

32. I have a dream that one day every Christian in Memphis will

a. Be in Sunday School

b. Have a Sunday School teacher that models a good life

c. Have a Bible that becomes part of their life

d. Have some Christians who pray for them on a regular basis

e. Grow up in a home where the parents take their kids to Sunday School

