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Main Text: 
"There was a certain man of Ramathaimzophim of the hill country of Ephraim whose name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham son of Elihu, son of Tohu, son of Zuph, and Ephraimite.  He had two wives; the name of one was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah.  And Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children……After they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, Hannah rose.  Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly.  And she vowed a vow and said, 'O Lord of hosts, if thoug wilt indeed look on the affliction of thy maidservant, and remember me, and not forget thy maid servatn, but wilt give to thy maidservant a son, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall touch his head.  As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her lips moved, and her voice was not heard; therefore Eli took her to be a drunken woman.  And Eli said to her, ' How long will you be drunken?  Put away your wine from you.  But Hannah answered, 'No my lord, I am a woman sorely troubled; I have drunk neither wine not strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the Lord.  Do not regard your maidservant as a base woman, for all along I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation.'  Then Eli answered, 'Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition which you have made to him."















1 Samuel 1:1-2, 7-9

1. One half of the book of Samuel is about David

a. David is a shepherd boy who becomes king

b. He is described as a man after God's own heart

c. He is one of the main writers of the book of Psalms

d. He led Israel to greatness

e. God promised a never-ending dynasty to David

f. David is the ideal king who anticipates the coming Messiah

2. 1 Samuel chapters 1-15 are not about David

a. There are 15 chapters about waiting

b. Waiting for a king….waiting for leadership…..waiting for the coming Messiah

c. Waiting in 3 ways

3. # 1 Way - Waiting politically for a king

a. Moses anticipated a king in Deuteronomy 17:15

b. Joshua became the leader after Moses, but never was called King

c. In the book of Judges, they have limited leaders

d. Judges 8 and 9 both talk about the need for a king

e. 1 Samuel opens with a nation waiting on a king

4. 1 Samuel is in no hurry

a. The nation needs a king in the book of Judges, but there is no rush

b. God will send a king, but needs somebody to anoint the king

c. So he decides to send that person as a baby

d. He decides that he will be born to a woman who is barren

e. Even then when he grows up he will anoint another man before David

f. 1 Samuel is about waiting

5. # 2 - Waiting economically

a. Judges shows the economic struggles of Israel as a nation

b. Ruth tells of famine in Israel.  Some Israelites are moving to Moab

c. 1 Samuel 13:19 is the story of emerging technology

d. The Philistines knew how to make iron, but Israel only knew about making copper and bronze

e. So Israel had to go to the Philistines to find blacksmiths

f. This put them behind in world technology

g. Everybody had a cell phone but them

h. But there is no rush in 1 Samuel

i. 1 Samuel is about waiting

6. # 3 - Waiting Morally

a. Three times in the book of Judges it says, "There was no king in Israel, every man did what was right in his own eyes."

b. Judges 17 and 18 talk about undisciplined religion

c. Judges 19-21 talk about brutality

d. 1 Samuel 1-4 discuss the sons of the priest and say they are wicked men

e. The nation needs a moral compass

f. But there seems to be no rush in 1 Samuel

g. 1 Samuel is about waiting

7. With 1/2 of the book of Samuel about David, we expect the book to open with an announcement of David as King

a. Instead there is an introduction to Elkanah

b. His family tree lists 5 generations

c. He has 2 wives and his favorite wife is barren

d. He has a great past, but a doubtful future

8. Hannah is the wife that is barren

a. The Bible often talks about barrenness

b. In every case God shows great sensitivity and interest

9. Hannah's name means GRACE, but she had seen little of it

a. The other wife made provoked comments and irritated her

b. Hannah lost her appetite and refused to eat

c. Hannah spent much of her time depressed

10. Hannah's life is despair

a. She lives in a leaderless nation

b. In a country that is economically a 3rd world country

c. In a morally corrupt society

d. With a man who has 2 wives

e. The other wife mocks her barrenness

f. She is in grief, loses weight, is depressed and miserable

11. In the middle of all of this Hannah becomes a woman of prayer (1 Samuel 1:10)

a. In the midst of despair and misery she prayed

b. She told God, "If you  if give me a child, I will give him back to you."

c. She prays at the door of the temple

d. Eli the priest sees her praying

e. Perhaps there is so much corruption that he is used to seeing drunks at the temple

f. Perhaps Hannah is so into her prayer that she sways and is unaware of others

g. Eli accuses her of being drunk

h. This is everyone's worst nightmare -- having the preacher find you drunk

i. Listen to the exchange in 1 Samuel 1:12-17

12. God answers the prayer of a woman named "Grace"

a. She names the boy, "Samuel"

b. She keeps her promise and at age 4 she gives him to Eli

c. Every year when the family comes to worship, she brings him a robe

d. She never forgets where that boy came from

e. Some time later -- Read 1 Samuel 1:26-27

13. Then we get words to another prayer of Hannah in 1 Samuel 2:1-10

a. Most scholars think that this is the most important text in all of 1 Samuel

b. They think that because of the amazing insights into how God works

c. In Luke Mary prays some of these same words at the birth of Jesus

d. Let me point out 3 things about this prayer

14. # 1 - She begins with praise - 1 Samuel 2:1-2

a. All she has is from God

b. God is her holy rock

15. # 2 - She sees God's heart - 1 Samuel 2:3-9

a. God is not interested in the great, but in the lowly

b. God lifts up those in despair

c. God gives life to the lifeless

d. God is on the side of the meek and poor in spirit

16. # 3 - She sees God's future - 1 Samuel 2:10

a. Hannah announces the coming king

b. David want appear for 14 more chapters

c. But this simple woman sees what God is about to do

d. With eyes of faith she encouraged people to wait

17. Now we see all this so quickly

a. It takes 2 chapters in our Bible

b. It takes about 8 minutes to cover the story

c. But this is a slow story

d. The people are waiting

e. A woman in despair because of her barrenness

f. What does this story tell us?  -- 3 things

18. # 1 - God takes longer to answer prayers than most of us want to wait

19.
Waiting is not a quality we like

a. College students are told, wait 5 minutes for an instructor, 10 minutes for an assistant professor, 15 minutes for a full professor, then leave

b. FedEx in our city is built around 1 quality -- people don't want to wait

c. Northwest Airlines brags about its on time performance

d. Even at Highland Street Church of Christ we squeeze 4 sermons and 40 Bible classes into 3 1/2 hours

e. We don't like to wait

20.     Perhaps this comes out of our attitude toward prayer

a. We expect prayer to be like an ATM machine

b. We punch in the numbers and get money right now

c. We expect prayer to be like a fax machine

d. I need that document, the machine groans and we have the document

21. 1 Samuel reminds us that God works on an entirely different schedule

a. We pray and look at our watch, God answers with a calendar

b. We pray for minutes and then open our eyes to see if the answer is there

c. We pray and want the answer absolutely positively by 10 AM the next day

d. God hears our prayers and then at 10 AM the next day, he sees if we are absolutely positively still praying

22. Listen to what Hannah said in her prayers in 1 Samuel 2:3

a. Hannah knew that for many people prayer was a matter of arrogance

b. Prayer was a matter of pride

c. Who is God that he should make me wait?

d. God, "I want this, and I want it now"

23. This may be the best thing you can do for your prayer life

a. Hold up a watch

b. Take a hammer and break it behind a glass

24. God takes longer to answer prayers than most of us want to wait

a. God sent a baby and a king, but on his schedule

b. Israel's job was to wait

c. Waiting begins in Deuteronomy 15 and runs to 1 Samuel 15

d. Hannah waited a long time, endured ridicule, but God finally delivered

25.   # 2 - God grants his greatest answers to those with absolutely no resources

a. Part of the reason we don't want to wait is that we don't want to be broken

b. As long as we have our own resources, we don't have to wait on God

26. Here is the way we think

a. When we are 80% toward a goal, then we pray to God to fund the additional 20%

b. I provide food, car, a house and a vacation which is 95% of what I need, but I need God to give me the additional 5%

c. We get sick and reach for medicine.  If that doesn’t' work, then we pray

d. Even at church we count up how much we can give, then ask God for what we can't do

27. Listen to what Hannah prays for in 1 Samuel 2:7-8

a. Hannah is a broken woman

b. She had no where to turn

c. She had no resources

d. She had no pills, no saving's account

e. She was a broken woman

f. God answered her prayer fully

28. Israel was a broken nation

a. They were slaves in Egypt.  Pharaoh ordered the women to kill boy children

b. They had no army, no weapons, no United Nations to appeal to

c. Israel was a broken nation

d. God answered their prayers fully

29. God answers many prayers

a. But the ones he answers with the greatest flourish are prayers of brokenness

b. God does his greatest work when it is clearest that there is no way it could have happened without him

c. As long as we hold on to ourselves we hinder God's answers to our prayers

d. God's greatest answer to prayers come to people with absolutely no resources

30.   # 3 - God is doing more in answering our prayers than we usually realize

a. We pray so arrogantly thinking that God is going to do something just for me

b. We pray thinking that God can do something for me that affects only me

c. We view prayer in such isolation

31. When we read the prayer of Hannah we are amazed

a. All sorts of upsetting events happened because God answered her prayer

b. In answering the prayer of a barren woman many others were affected

c. Like a row of dominoes.  God tips the first one and the rest fall too

32. God gave Hannah a baby - In giving Hannah a baby he also gave

a. A leaderless nation a leader

b. A corrupt society a moral compass

c. A people a judge

d. An economic revival.  For a few years Solomon claimed to be the richest man on earth

e. A way for David to become king

f. Us a story of an upright man named Samuel who towers above human history

33. Years ago Kim Clemens prayed for her boyfriend, Buster

a. God answered that prayer

b. But think of how the answer to that prayer also answered so many other prayers

c. Think about parents who prayed for someone to be a good influence on their teenagers

d. Think about a boy in Belize named Clayton who prayed for direction in his life

e. Think about an inner city homeowner who prayed for help with their house

f. No prayer has just one answer

34. I have been praying 2 prayers

a. One prayer is that God would lead a boy in our inner city to Christ who would become the next EH Ijams or Anthony Wood

b. The second prayer is that God would lead a boy in the Ukranine who would light a fire of revival in that nation

c. God just send us two boys, that's all we ask, that's all we want

d. Because when God answers prayer, there's more to it than we ever see

35. Let me close on 3 observations

36. # 1 - In the 73 year history of the Highland Street Church of Christ, 1 Samuel has never happened

a. Who has prayed so intently that they were accused of being drunk?

b. Who has been so wrapped up in prayer that they staggered?

c. We are a praying people, but we have yet to pray like Hannah

37. # 2 - Prayer is not the business of professionals

a. This story is not about a priest, a prophet, a monk, or a preacher

b. It is about a simple woman who couldn't eat, was depressed and ridiculed

c. God is looking for a Hannah in this church

d. God is looking for broken people

38. Some of us need to repent

a. Repent of impatience, arrogance and pride

b. Repent of the demanding tone of our prayers

c. The first step on the way to brokenness is to give up our impatience

