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Main Text:
“Then David came to the two hundred men, who had been too exhausted to follow Davie, and who had been left at the brook Besor; and they went out to meet David and to meet the people who were with him; and when David drew near to the people he saluted them.  Than all the wickd and base fellows among the men who had gone with David said, “Because they did not go with us, we will not give them any of the spoil which we have recovered, except that each man may lead away his wife and children and depart,” But David said, ‘You shall not do so, my brothers, with what the Lord has given us; he has preserved us and given into our hand the band that came against us.  Who would listen to you in this matter?  For as his share is who goes down into the battle, so shall his share be who stays by the baggage; they shall share alike.’  And from that day forward he made it a statue and an ordinance for Israel to this day.”  

1 Samuel 30:21-25

1. Robin Hood, Zorro and Batman are popular legends

a. They are heroes who stand up for the weak

b. Robin Hood takes from the rich and gives to the poor of Sherwood Forest

c. Zorro protects vulnerable villagers in Spanish California

d. Batman rescues defenseless girls in Gothan City

2. We have fascination with the strong who stand up for the weak

a. In our best moments it’s want we want to be

b. In our worst moments it is what  we fail to do 

c. The strong standing for up for the weak has its origins in scripture

3. We find a clear case at a place called Brook Besor

a. It is not the most famous place like Jordan, Sodom and Gomorrah or the Dead Sea

b. It is a small ravine in southern Palestine follows through BS and Arad

c. Two key events take place at Brook Besor

4. 1 Samuel 27-29 tells of David and his army of 600 hundred out doing battle

a. 1 Samuel 30 tells of their return home to Ziklag

b. The Amalekites have take their wives and children and burned the city

c. Every one including David is filled with grief

d. His grief turns to anger

e. Six hundred men mutiny and say, “Why didn’t David protect our families?”

f. Word spread throughout the camp: “Let’s stone David!”

5. David sought help from the Lord

a. The mutiny stopped and 600 men refocused on the real enemy

b. David asked God for a plan to get their family back

c. They left immediately in pursuit

d. David pressed the men and despite a previous 3 day march, they traveled another 15 miles

6. They came to Brook Besor

a. Some of the men could go no further.  200 were exhausted

b. The noun for the word means “corpse.”  200 were dead tired

c. David left the baggage with the 200 exhausted men and pressed on with 400

7. Through a series of events, David found the c culprits

a. The Amalekites were eating and drinking and dancing with the spoils of Ziklag

b. David’s men attacked the Amalekites and rescued their families and took a great deal of booty

c. 400 men were excited and headed home shouting, “This is David’s spoil.”

8. They returned to Brook Besor

a. The 200 men who stayed behind were excited to see their families

b. All 600 men rejoiced in great victory

c. But then the celebration turned sour

d. Some of the 600 men didn’t want to share the spoil with the 200

e. Why should those who fought the battle, share with those who stayed with the bags?

9. The events at Brook Besor raise critical questions

a. Why should those who fought the battle share with those who stayed with the bags?

b. Will the strong share with the weak?

c. Will the rich give to the poor?

10. What kind of place will Brook Besor be?  IS BROOK BESOR A PLACE OF

a. Compassion or contempt?

b. Grace or greed?

c. Sharing or selfish ness?

11. Listen to what David says in 1 Samuel 30:23-25

a. Brook Besor is a place of compassion, grace, and sharing

b. David raises the standard:  Those in battle are equal to those who held the bags

c. They shall share alike

12. What happened at Brook Besor became the law of the land

a. Perhaps when 2 Samuel 8:15 summarizes 40 years of David, he was thinking of Brooks Besor

b. David established Righteousness and Justice in all of Israel

13. David tells them WHY they should share

a. David reminded them that they won the battle because of God

b. Their life is a gift of God

c. The strong sharing with the weak is rooted in the nature of God

14. We may be embarrassed but we understand men who didn’t want to share

a. “I worked hard for my money, why should I share with the weak?”

b. “I took a risk, why should others share my profits?”

c. “I worked long hours, why should I give it away?”

15. Our culture has desensitized us to the needs of others

a. Life is too short for me to help

b. I am too tired, or too busy, or too overextended

c. Somebody should help them, but not me

d. So we switch channels or get interested in something else

16. I understand these men who didn’t want to share

a. Last May I preached about showing concern for the lost and hurting

b. Folks came up afterwards with positive comments

c. The lesson was in connection with raising $141,000 for World Missions and Urban ministry

d. People responded well and we raised over $150,000

17. Within minutes after the lesson and after shaking hands

a. I was on my way to the car

b. I looked up and saw a homeless man, Jimmy

c. Since my office is at the building, I had encountered Jimmy before 

d. I had given him money and blessings

e. After talking to 1,000 people about showing concern for the hurting and lost

f. I intentionally crossed the street to avoid Jimmy

g. I understood how the strong didn’t want to share

18. David reminded the soldiers that they have the spoil because of God

a. Events at Brooks Besor were ultimately about God

b. God made the strong strong

c. God was BEHIND every gift and victory.  He was the preservation of life

19. We face our own Brooks Besor

a. Life divides us into THOSE in the battle and THOSE with the bags

b. Some are on the front lines facing the foes everyday

c. Others are exhausted and are keeping the bags

d. Behind it all:  It is God who prompts the strong to share with the weak

20. What do we do when we come to Brooks Besor?

a. How can we rise to this standard?

b. How can the strong share with the weak?

c. I have 6 thoughts 

21. # 1 – Recognize that we have all been among the weak

22. When I was 17, I was with the bags

a. I grew up in a poor, unchurched family.  I was a new Christian

b. I was waiting with the bags, not much money, and unable to go to college

c. Then Oklahoma Christian University gave me a scholarship and allowed me to learn how to be a preacher

23. I have often wondered who gave the money that was given to me

a. Somebody on the front line, somebody in the midst of the battle 

b. Somebody who found themselves at Brooks Besor with David

c. David reminded them that the strong share with the weak 

d. They wrote out a check for the funds gained in the battle

e. Somebody gave me funds in the form of scholarships as I waited with the bags

24. We face our own Brooks Besor

a. Life divides us into THOSE in the battle and THOSE with the bags

b. Some are on the front lines and face the foe everyday

c. Others are exhausted and are keeping the bags

d. Behind it all:  God who prompts the strong to share with the weak

25. # 2 – Do to others what someone did to us

26. In April 2005 I met a young attorney named Becky

a. When she found out I was from Memphis she shared her story

b. She had been in Memphis and was orphaned as a child and came to Agape

c. Nick Boone had her case, found her new parents and she was adopted

d. It was Becky’s Brook Besor.  The strong sharing with the weak

27. But the story doesn’t stop there.  There is another Brooks Besor

a. Becky went to Ohio Valley Christian, then on to University of West Virginia at Morgantown

b. It had a good law school and Becky graduated # 1 in her class

c. Job offers came in from major law firms across West Virginia

d. She turned them all down

e. She took a position at Ohio Valley Christian 

f. It was her turn to share with those in need

28. We face our own Brooks Besor

a. Life divides us into THOSE in the battle and THOSE with the bags

b. Some are on the front lines facing the foe everyday

c. Others are exhausted and are keeping the bags

d. Behind it all:  God who prompts the strong to share with the weak

29.
# 3 – Be a voice for the voiceless

29. In a recent issue of the Christian Chronicle there was a picture

a. It was of Mike O’Neal, the president of Oklahoma Christian University, with a wreath of flowers

b. He was placing them on a memorial in Rwanda

c. The memorial marked the graves of 250,000 people 

d. Mostly they were women and children buried there

e. They were part of the massacre of 250,000 Tutsi people

30. The story was told in a book and movie called “Hotel Rwanda”

a. The book and movie was written by Terry George

b. It was the story of a wave of violence that swept across the African nation

c. People who read the book and saw the movie cried, were angry, they were filled with dread and were appalled

31. The most common reaction was, “I didn’t know it happened.”

a. The events took place 11 years ago in 1994

b. Most of us saw it on the news

c. The world leaders knew about it

d. But nothing was done.  

e. 800,000 people were murdered

32. That was 10 years ago and people are still doing little

a. 25% of the children in Rwanda are orphans

b. ½ of the homes are headed by a widow of children

c. The church of Christ sent it’s first missionary to Rwanda in June 2005

d. Let’s Start Talking is going this summer

33. Mike O’Neal is the voice for those people

a. He is speaking in Oklahoma and writing educational pieces in the newspaper

b. He is giving large scholarships to orphans in Rwanda

c. It is an example of the strong helping the weak

34. # 4 – Open our homes to the most vulnerable

35. Back in the 1950’s a Nashville judge called Ira North

a. He said that he had a boy named Eddy living on the streets

b. He said that he may have to send him to reform school.  Nobody gives a hoot (doesn’t care) about Eddy 

c. The situation in Nashville is much like the situation today

d. Churches are not concerned about children

36. The next Sunday Ira North took Eddy into the pulpit at Madision Church of Christ

a. He asked him, “How old are you Eddy?”  He said,”10.”  

b. “Have you ever been to the church of Christ before? He said, “No.”

c. “We love everybody.  We love you.”

d. “We think that every soul is worth more than all the gold in Fort Knox.”

e. “You are as welcome here as the president of the United States.”

f. Then North sent the boy out

37. Ira North brought the whole Madison Church of Christ to Brook Besor

a. He looked the church in the eye.  The told the boy’s story

b. “I asked the judge what was the boys crime?”

c. The judge said he is unloved, unwanted, uncared for

d. North said, “I want you to think about your big cars and fine homes.”

e. I’m not against those things.  I have them by the grace of God

38. Ira North was working against the pressures of culture

a. He was working against voices that say: “Why should we help this small weak kid?”

b. Why should I give my hard earned money for somebody who keeps bags?

c. It is not my fault he was exhausted and couldn’t go on

d. Why should I open my home, it’s my castle.  I need to rest from the battles

39. As Ira North preached, he had a strange thing happen

a. Brother Perry Underwood leaned over to his wife Betty

b. He stood up in the middle of North’s lesson

c. He said, “Hold on brother North.”  Eddie has a home

d. It was Brooks Besor all over again

e. The strong helping the weak.  The battle fighters helping the bag soldiers

40. # 5 – Share what we have received

a. The day before the special contribution, I was talking with Sally Shank

b. She asked me what we should give at the special contribution

c. I started calculating and was trying to come up with a number

d. I said, “Sally, I need to tell you what happened to me.”

e. Last Sunday somebody was praying about the special contribution

f. If we get any unexpected money this week, we should think about giving it

g. That week Sally received a bonus at work for a successful project

h. She said, “I think I need to give a big part of that bonus to the special contribution.”

41. We face our own Brooks Besor

a. Life divides us into THOSE in the battle and THOSE with the bags

b. Some are on the front lines and faced the foe everyday

c. Others are exhausted and are keeping the bags

d. Behind it all:  God who prompts the strong to share with the weak

42. # 6 – Use your influence

a. Henry is a high school student from China who lives in Memphis

b. He tried to get into a program at one of our public high schools

c. Henry excelled in many subjects, but he had just arrived in Memphis and struggled with English

d. They rejected him.  His parents didn’t know what to do

e. Christy Wade went to the principal

f. She used her understanding of both sides of the issue to work a compromise

g. The principal agreed to admit Henry on a probationary status

h. 2 years later Henry is one of the top students in that program

i. Another Brooks Besor

43. One last thought from the events of Brooks Besor

a. I am not sure how much weight to put on this 

b. But from our distance from this text, it is hard not to see some sign

44. Brook Besor is a place where the strong share with the weak

a. Those who fought the battle share with those with the bags

b. The victors share the spoil

45. Brooks Besor

a. Besor is a Hebrew word for gospel

b. The gospel is where the victors share the spoil

c. The gospel is where the one who fought the battle shares with those who hold the bags

d. The gospel is where the strong shares with the weak

46. Senator Sam Nunn from Georgia in 1996 led a national prayer breakfast in Washington, DC

a. He told a reporter about covering a conflict in Sarajevo

b. He saw a little girl that was hit by a sniper shot

c. The reporter threw down his pad and pencil and stopped being a reporter

d. He rushed the man holding the child

e. He helped them both into his car and sped to the hospital

f. The man holding the bleeding child said, “Hurry my friend, my child is still alive.”

g. Moments later he said, “Hurry my friend, my child is still breathing.”

h. One mile later he said, “Hurry my friend, my child is still warm,”

i. Finally he said, “Hurry, Oh my God my child is getting cold.”

47. By the time he arrived at the hospital the little girl died

a. Two men were in the bathroom washing blood off their hands and clothes

b. The man turned to the reporter

c. This is a terrible task for me.  I must tell her Father that his child is dead

d. He will be heartbroken

e. The reporter was amazed

f. He looked at the grieving man and said, “I thought she was your child.”

g. The man looked back and said, “No, but aren’t they all our children?”

48. Everyday we face our own Brooks Besor

a. Life divides us into THOSE who are in the battle and THOSE who are with the bags

b. Some are on the front lines and face the foe everyday

c. Others are exhausted and are keeping the bags

d. Behind it all: God who prompts the strong to share with the weak

