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Main Text: “Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is right?  But even if you do suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed.  Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts reverence Christ a defense to any one who calls you to account for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence; and keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are abused, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.  For it is better to suffer for doing right, if that should be God’s will, than for doing wrong.  For Christ also died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit; in which he went and preached to the spirits in prison, who formerly did not obey, when God’ patience waited in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water.  Baptism, which corresponds to this now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a clear conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers subject to him.”  










1 Peter 3:13-22

1.
A couple of years ago, I was speaking on a Sunday night in Albuquerque, NM

a. I preached at Highland Street in the morning and rushed to the airport

b. I changed planes in Dallas Fort Worth airport and left the gate ½ hour late

c. A storm moved in and I sat on the runway for 3 hours

d. As we took off I realized it was exactly the time that I was to give my speech in New Mexico

e. I calculated that I would be about 4 hours late

f. I decided that they would not wait on me, but do something different

2.
When I got off my plane in Albuquerque and met my contact

a. The first words out of his mouth were, “They are waiting on you.”

b. I had put my speech to bed, but now realized I had to give it

c. I said, “How long is the ride to the banquet hall?”  He said, Ten minutes

d. So I spent ten minutes trying to rethink my speech

3.
They had waited 4 hours for me

a. They had delayed the start of the banquet for 90 minutes

b. They ate leisurely and spent the time singing

c. I arrived just as they finished the song

d. I walked off a van and onto a platform and spoke

e. It was one of the best speeches I have ever given, they loved it.

4.
I’m not happy about what happened next

a. My pride took over

b. All I could think of was, I’m so good they waited on me for 4 hours

c. I got off the plane and walked to the platform and hit a home run

d. I’m good, I’m the best

5.
That pride did me in

a. It opened a door to Satan and temptation

b. Other sins followed.  

c. I remembered the visit as a low point spiritually

6.
The amazing thing about that visit was NOT

a. The delays and the people waiting or a great speech from an exhausted speaker

b. The amazing thing was after my pride let me into sin

c. God was still there waiting on me.  God Waits

d. The amazing thing was not that people waited, but God waited

7.
It reminded me of 2 words written by Peter:  God Waits

a. I had the big head, but God Waits

b. I thought it was all about me, but God Waits

c. I dipped into sin, but God Waits

d. I was far away from God, but God Waits

8.
What I experienced with God may be one of his most amazing qualities

a. God Waits, God Waits, God Waits

9.
Genesis 6 tells about Noah and the flood

a. Every thought of the human heart was evil all the time.  God grieved that he had made humans

b. Genesis says that from this time to the flood was 120 years

c. Every imagination was evil, but God waited

d. Men and women turned away from God, but God waited

e. For 120 years God was sorry that he made us, but God waited

f. Even 4,000 years later in 1 Peter 3:20 were are still impressed with God’s patience

g. “God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built”

10.
The amazing thing about the flood story

a. Is not the animals, or the water or the rainbow

b. But the Amazing patience of God.  God waits

11.
The book of Numbers talks about the wilderness

a. God set slaves free and led them into the wilderness

b. God took care of them every step of he way

c. But the wilderness was a time of rebellion

12.
The people…………..The God Waits

a. The people complained there was no food, so God sent manna ….Then God Waits

b. The people complained about the manna, so God sent quail…Then God Waits

c. The people complained that there was no water, so God gave water…Then God Waits

d. The people believed the negative report from the 10 spies…Then God Waits

13.
Numbers 14 is the occasion when all this comes to a crisis

a. God almost comes to the end of his patience

b. In the midst of crises comes the reminder in Numbers 14:18, “God is slow to anger.”

c. The conclusion of the story is that God waits patiently on his people

14.
The amazing thing about the spy story in the wilderness

a. Not the manna and quail and giants in the land

b. But the amazing thing is the patience of God…God Waits

15.
Nehemiah 9 is written during the postexilic period.  Ezra has a long prayer

a. The prayer is a summary of the Old Testament which recites history

b. It is a cliff notes on the Old Testament

16.
GOD GAVE THEM……….SO GOD WAITS

a. God gave them the law, but they didn’t obey it….so God Waits

b. God gave them the land, but they didn’t take it…so God Waits

c. God gave them prophets, but they didn’t listen…so God Waits

d. God gave them kings, but they went astray..so God waits

e. The conclusion is found in Nehemiah 9:30-31

17.
The amazing thing about Old Testament history

a. Not the Exodus, or the Red sea, or the fall of Jericho, or the victories of David

b. But the amazing thing is the patience of God…..God Waits

18.
The book of Jonah has a favorite story

a. The prophet of God who ended up in a whale

b. It is a story of the repentance of Ninevah

19.
GOD GAVE JONAH….SO GOD WAITS

a. God gave Jonah a summons to preach in the East, Jonah went West…So God Waited

b. God gave Jonah the word that Nineveh was forgiven, Jonah objected…So God Waited

c. God gave Jonah a vine to cry under and Jonah was angry…So God Waited

d. In the midst of the story, even Jonah understands – See Jonah 4:2

20.
The amazing thing about Jonah

a. Is not the storm, the whale, the whole city repenting

b. But the amazing patience of God…God Waits

21.
Romans 2

a. Romans 1 is one of the longest lists of sins in scripture

b. Romans 2 is where some folks thought that since their sins were not in Romans 1, they were better 

c. Romans 2 points the finger at real sinner

d. Read Romans 2:3-4

22.
The amazing thing about Romans

a. Is not the list of sins, the tight logic of the book, or the Old Testament references

b. But the amazing thing is that the gospel reminds us that God waits

23.
God continues to wait

a. Just as he waited on Noah, the wilderness, Israel, Jonah and the Romans

b. So he waits on Harold Shank, on the Highland Street Church of Christ, on the city of Memphis

24.
GOD CALLS US TO………..GOD WAITS

a. God calls us to share his gospel with out neighbors, but we mostly keep quiet….God Waits

b. God calls us to be pure in heart, but we rent that X rated movie video for that evening of lust….God Waits

c. God calls us to be truthful, but we share that gossip and cheat on expenses…God Waits

d. God calls us to use our resources to help others, but we hoard and keep…God Waits

e. God calls us to study his word, but we watch TV instead…God Waits

f. God calls us to seek him daily in prayer, but we go a month without prayer..God Waits

g. God calls us to follow Jesus in doing service, but we insist life is all about us…God waits

h. God calls us to follow Jesus in doing mercy, but we are hardhearted and close fisted…God Waits

i. God calls us to follow Jesus in seeking the lost, but we do our own stuff and ignore his…God Waits

25.
Here is the core of my message

a. God has been patient with you

b. Right now: God is open to being found

c. Right now: He is near

d. His patience, mercy, longsuffering makes it so

26.
God Waits – may be the most important news we hear

a. Have we connected with the God who waits?

b. Where do we find him waiting on us?  

c. Here are 3 points we should think about

27.  
# 1 – Give up Pride – Isaiah 55:1-3a is a striking metaphor

a. Isaiah compares God to a street vendor

b. Come and eat.  Come and eat.  Eat here

c. The invitation is to eat with God

d. His meal is better than milk or wine

e. It is open to all without any costs

f. Come and your soul will find life

28.
The street vendor is persistent, everpresent and doesn’t give up

a. In a sense the street vendor reminds us that God Waits

b. Whey don’t we respond to God Waits?

29.
This raises the issue of pride.  I THINK I CAN

a. Find better food than God can provide

b. Get milk or wine more satisfying than God’s water

30.
Pride keeps us from accepting God’s invite

a. I want to set the menu

b. I want to be in charge

c. I want to do it on my own

31.
Some of the most prideful people in the world are church people

a. We bask in God’s blessings, but think we did it ourselves

b. We eat at his table, and think we did the cooking

32.
# 2 – Assume a posture of worship

a. What prompts this worship?

b. It’s often the patience of God

a. WHEN I REALIZE THAT – 

b. He loved me when I didn’t love him

c. He died for me when I was living for me

d. He waited on me when I was not waiting on him

e. He cared about me when I didn’t care about him

f. All I can do is fall down in worship

33.
Psalm 30:4-5

a. When the Psalmist realizes that God Waits, he breaks out in praise

b. In fact it may have been in praise that he realized that God Waits

34.
The MORE WE WORSHIP THE MORE WE REALIZE

a. God has been there all along

b. His anger lasts only a moment

c. His favor lasts a lifetime

d. Weeping is only for a night

e. Rejoicing comes in the morning

35.
# 3 - Wait

a. God who waited on us now makes us wait on him

b. We can’t rush God, we can’t make God be on your time table

c. Out of worship, we just wait

36.
Here is a sad reality

a. There are some here who will not wait

b. You will grow weary of waiting on him

c. In days, weeks, months, you will walk away from God

d. Because you do not want to wait

37.
The word “Wait” appears 106 times in the Bible

a. You don’t have to climb a mountain

b. You don’t have to pass a test

c. You don’t have to do great works

d. You just have to wait

38.
As a child we played in a small stream

a. We would get rocks, sticks, and mud to make a dam

b. One time we lost a ring in the pond we made

c. It was so muddy we couldn’t see where the ring was

d. We felt around, search the bottom with our hands, but it was lost

e. Then we went away and played somewhere else

f. We came back in an hour and the water had cleared

g. From the bank we could see the bottom.  There was the ring

39.
Most of what we do in seeking God muddies the water

a. We stir it up with our demands

b. We muddy it with our lives

c. We make it impossible to see with our pride

d. But when in worship we wait, the water clears

e. Then we see God

40.
God is on the street where you live

a. Calling out: “Anybody hungry, anybody thirsty?”

b. You’re invited to my place

c. Come and fill you soul

