GIVING TO JESUS

Harold Shank

December 12, 2004

Main Text:  “Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, preaching and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God.  And the twelve were with him, and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities:  May, called Magdalene, from who seven demons had gone out, and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their means.”  Luke 8:1-3

1. Harold Shank worked for Ralph Smeltzer

a. Ralph Smeltzer was a building contractor

b. One summer he built a church building in Penn Run

c. All summer I cemented blocks, shoveled sand and dug holes

d. He had 2 sons my age and we worked together

e. We were the bottom rung on the work force

2. But my relationship with Ralph Smeltzer went beyond construction

a. Just after I became a Christian, I started spending time at their house

b. I became sort of a third son

c. Being invited to their home gave me acceptance

d. I spent most of my teenage years under Ralph Smeltzer’s influence

3. When I was a senior in high school, Ralph Smeltzer pulled me aside after Sunday morning church

a. He asked me what I planned to do with my life

b. By then Ralph Smeltzer had both sons in college

c. I told him that I was thinking about being a preacher

d. Ralph Smeltzer said, “I think that is a good idea.”

e. He encouraged me to pursue that dream

f. Ralph Smeltzer said, “Do you plan to go to college?”

g. I said that I wanted to, but I didn’t know if it was a possibility or not

h. I said that my family was poor and I didn’t know if I could afford to go

4. Then Ralph Smeltzer floored me with his next comment

a. It knocked the wind out of me.  He pushed me over

b. Ralph Smeltzer said, “Don’t worry about the money.”

c. If it comes down to money, I’ll make sure you go to college

5. I remember that it took me a long time to understand that conversation

a. Ralph Smeltzer saying that money wasn’t an issue.  In my mind money was the only issue

b. I didn’t have any.  My parents didn’t have enough

c. I didn’t understand why Ralph Smeltzer wanted to help me

d. I worked for him that summer, but I was not a model worker

e. I was best friends with his sons, but he had 2 in college

f. I did small talks at church, but I was not a model teenager

6. I ended up going to college 8 years, not 4

a. Ralph Smeltzer was right, money wasn’t a problem

b. I am not sure what he did behind the scenes, what he prayed, or who he talked to

c. But he was right, money was never the problem

7. I didn’t completely understand what Ralph Smeltzer said and looked at 

a. Luke 8:1-3 - Read

b. Jesus was preaching in Galilee

c. His companions were the 12 and 3 and others which totaled 20

d. His mission was the good news of the kingdom of God

e. Three women are mentioned by name

8. Mary Magdalene

a. Six women are named “Mary,” in the New Testament including the mother of Jesus

b. This Mary was from Magdala, on the west side of the Sea of Galilee

c. Mary Magdalene is mentioned dozens of time in the New Testament

d. She was wealthy and traveled with Jesus in Galilee, watched the crucifixion, and went to the tomb on Sunday Morning

e. She was the first person to see the risen Jesus

f. She was healed from 7 evil spirits by Jesus

9. Joanna

a. Is mentioned a couple of times in the New Testament

b. She was married to a man named Chuza

c. Chuza worked in management for Herod

d. It was probably a political appointment

e. Some think that he had died by the time that Joanna followed Jesus

f. Joanna was also present at the empty tomb

10. Susanna

a. There was an Old Testament women by that same name, but obviously not the same person

b. Nothing at all is known about this Susanna

11. These 3 women and others provided for Jesus out of their means

a. As Jesus, the 12, and the 3 women traveled around Galilee there were expenses

b. Food, clothing, laundry, repairs

c. Mary, Joanna, Susanna paid for these items

d. All this raises questions

12. # 1 – WHY DID JESUS NEED TO BE SUPPORTED?

a. It is incredible to think that God sent Jesus to earth without any money

b. In the heavenly budget under the line item, “earthly ministry of Jesus” there were all zeroes

c. Jesus was born in a manger, not in a castle

d. Jesus traveled with saddle bags, not with money bags

e. Jesus came without a wallet, he never owned a credit card

13. Obviously God and Jesus didn’t need the money

a. Jesus was the all powerful Son of God

b. Jesus walked on the water, raised the dead, and cured diseases

c. Jesus could have anything he wanted

d. Yet: He depended on others for support

14. This is a striking revelation

a. We knew that Jesus could do it without these 20 people

b. We know that Jesus can do it without us

c. But he allows us a partnership

d. Why?

15. # 2 – WHY WAS JESUS SUPPORTED BY WOMEN?

a. Maybe I am surprised just because I am a man

b. Maybe if I grew up in another culture I wouldn’t be surprised

16. From what I know about the first century, it is even more surprising that Jesus is supported by women

a. Women were not thought of as equal to men

b. John 4 tells a story where the woman is surprised that Jesus is even talking to her

c. Imagine that when Jesus ministry team entered a village

d. Heads turned – Jesus is here and so are the women who support him

17. As we read on in the gospels we find some other amazing things

a. Many people in the gospels are hostile to Jesus, but never a woman

b. At the cross when the disciples fled from Jesus, the women stayed with him

c. At the tomb when the disciples barricaded themselves in the upper room, the women went to the grave

d. The first people to see the resurrected Jesus were not the 12, but the women who supported his ministry

e. Among the people gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem after the ascension of Jesus and before the day of Pentecost are these women

f. Why did these women play such a crucial role in the ministry of Jesus?

18. # 3 – WHY DID THE WOMEN WHO SUPPORTED JESUS ALSO TRAVEL WITH HIM?

a. The women supplying the money, traveled with the group in ministry

b. We expect that the people who pay for a ministry need not be personally involved in it

c. We expect the rich people to send Jesus out while they stayed home

d. We expect that the people who could afford to give to Jesus wouldn’t have the time to give to Jesus

e. But the women traveled with Jesus

19. The three questions: Why did Jesus have human support? Why women? Why his supporters travel with him?

a. The answer is in the story, but it is easy to miss

b. The 3 women, Mary, Joanna, and Susanna

c. We know almost nothing about these women

d. Except one thing……….Jesus had healed each one

20. Imagine that the three remembered their old life

a. Mary with her evil spirits

b. Joanna with her disease

c. Susanna with pain

d. Then they met Jesus

21. What he had done for them gave clear vision of what they had to do for him

a. Mary couldn’t join the ministry team fast enough

b. Joanna couldn’t bear to not be with him

c. Susanna committed herself to his work

d. What he did for them prompted what they did for him

22. There is a theology of grace in these verses

a. WHEN WE’VE BEEN 

i. Loved, we love in return

ii. Helped, we help in return

iii. Served, we serve in return

iv. Given, we give in return

23. As I think back to Ralph Smeltzer, I remember how grateful he was to be saved

a. He didn’t grow up as a Christian, he was an adult convert through military service

b. He never forgot what God had done for him

c. Ralph Smeltzer never met the 3 women who helped Jesus, but he was doing the same thing

d. When he pulled me along side, I believe he was giving what he had been given

e. What Jesus had done for Ralph Smeltzer gave Ralph Smeltzer a clear vision of what he did for Jesus

24. At the September MUM Vision Dinner, I listened to Brenda Linsey

a. She lives in Frayser, is unchurched and life is hard

b. But now she is a believer in God and a worker for Frayser Mission Church

c. She told her story about walking home from work one day in a downpour of rain

d. No umbrella, no car, no place to go

e. She tried the door at the Frayser Mission Church, it opened and she went in

25. She found a welcome there

a. Not just from the rain, but from the storms of life

b. Not just a place to keep dry, but a place to grow

c. She started going to Frayser Mission Church and then to HopeWorks

d. When you hear Brenda talk, it is clear that she has something in common with the other women

e. Brenda Linsey is much like Mary, Joanna, and Susanna

f. What he did for her gave her a clear vision of what she does for him

26. In August 2003 I visited Boilo, Phillippines

a. It is a city of 1 million people where my father was stationed after World War 2

b. Nathan and Alvin Luther have a mission there

c. We met with a preacher, Bart Dayao, an old friend of Alvin

d. Two boys in their late teens are planning to be preachers

e. They were doing odd jobs around the church building

27. They didn’t speak English, but I got bits and pieces of their story

a. They are from the mountains, which is a primitive area where the Luthers go to do preaching

b. The boys are part of a poor family that is near starvation

c. Alvin bought them a water buffalo

d. It made all the difference in the world

e. Prosperity returned.  There was food on the table.  The offering of an animal spread wealth

f. Now the sons want to be preachers

28. I didn’t completely understand that world

a. But those teens somehow related to these 3 women

b. What had been done for them, gave them a clear vision of what they wer now to do for God

29. A retired couple has been visiting Highland Street Church of Christ on and off for the past couple of years

a. They are from New Mexico and his mother lives here

b. When they came to town to visit her, they’d come to Highland

c. Several Highland members befriended them

d. When their mother became ill, several Highland members visited her

e. Then his mother died

f. Highland people gathered around these folks from out of town

30. On their last visit Sunday morning here, the New Mexico couple handed me a check

a. They said for me to put this in your Special Contribution.  We want be here for that

b. We believe in what this church is doing

c. The New Mexico couple is linked to the three women

d. What they had been given guided what they did

31. Some where in each life here there is a Jesus SOMEBODY WHO

a. Healed us of evil spirits and infirmities

b. Said, “I’ll make sure you go to college,”

c. Offered us shelter from the storm

d. Bought us a cow

e. Visited our sick mother

32. This Special Contribution reminds us to dip back into those times

a. What God has worked in our lives has changed us

b. Made us better, improved our lot, given us grace

c. Out of that we provide for God’s work out of our means

33. I challenge you to 

a. Give because of what you have been given

b. Think about healed hurts you may have forgotten

c. Answered prayer that changed you life

d. Forgiveness you couldn’t afford and never expected

e. Did deeper than you ever have before, because of someone who dug deeper to give you what you needed before

34. I will never forget the Ukrainian man named Sergev

a. His life was radically changed by knowing Jesus

b. He invited me to visit PS 125

c. His mother has been a teacher and he was actively involved as a parent at the school

d. He was proud to show us the school, the gym, the wood working shop, the elementary grades, and the cafeteria

e. We gave the children gifts, taught about God and left

35. Later my friend came to my hotel room

a. He came to give me a gift for coming to his school

b. He pulled out a beautiful vase

c. It was clear cut glass.  It was heavy and obviously expensive

d. I was hesitant about accepting it

e. Then he told me, ‘My mother taught school all of her life.”

f. When she retired, the school gave her this vase as a retirement gift

g. Now we want you to have it

