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Main Text:	“Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant 			or rude.  Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 				resentful….


								1 Corinthians 13:4-5





David Wolpe’s Book, Teaching Your Children About God


Tells the story about a husband and wife in bed with the window open and cold       


Each wanted the other to close the window, neither moved


The deal was that whoever talked first had to close the window


There was silence as it got colder.  Each became more stubborn, hours passed


There was a noise downstairs, a burglar broke in


They could hear him gathering up possessions.  Neither spoke


The silver was dumped into a bag.  Things were knocked over


As the burglar left he dropped a cigarette on the rug


A fire started.  There was smoke.  It got hotter until finally the flames were at the bedroom door


The husband cried, “Fire! Fire!”


The wife said, “Aha! Now you have to close the window.”





There is a story out of Focus on the Family


A 40 year old man tells about what happened to him when he was 12


A Boy Scout troop planned a father son camping trip


The father agreed to go.  They were to leave at 5PM form school


The boy was so excited and thrilled


The boy had all of the gear in the driveway waiting for the day


The father got home at 7 PM and missed the group


He told the son, “Things got frantic at work today.  I have a map.  We will go in the morning


Early Saturday morning the boy got up and put the gear outside


The Dad didn’t get up until 9:30 AM


The father saw the son on the front porch and told him he had a bad back and couldn’t go


He hoped the son would understand.  He should be a big boy


The told the son he had several commitments to keep


The father waited until the son was out of sight


But the boy watched from the bedroom window


As the father put his golf clubs in the trunk and left for his commitment


This 40 year old man was thinking back 28 years ago and was sad


The father never intended to keep his commitment and he didn’t have the courage to tell me





These are strange stories


They are true to life.   Things like that happen all the time


The husband and wife are too stubborn to close the window


The father couldn’t be honest with his son





It makes me wonder


Did the husband and wife just not care, did they know what they were doing?


Did the father understand what he was doing, but just didn’t care?





We have 2 choices


The husband and wife and father knew exactly what they were doing and 


	didn’t care


The husband and wife and father were not aware of what they were doing





The second possibility is frightening


Am I being that type of husband and father and  not even know it?


Am I doing something, or failing to do something unawares?


Am I looking at life through a lense that says I am doing everything right?


When in reality I am doing something wrong





That’s exactly what happened in Corinth


They were speaking in tongues, had prophetic powers, were doing things 


	by faith


But they were treating each other with meanness, arrogance and anger





Paul writes 1 Corinthians 13 as a corrective


Verses 1-3 explain that they had misplaced values


They thought that if they spoke in tongues, it didn’t matter if they had love


They thought if they have money, it didn’t matter how they treated each other


Paul gives them another way of looking at things





1 Corinthians 13:4-5 expands on love


There are 9 qualities (2 positive - patience and kindness), 7 negative


There is a definition of love


We understand the list


Knowing the Greek words doesn’t help us much


The 9 qualities are lenses


Lenses through which we look at life




















Paul gives us 9 questions we ask ourselves, AM I


Verse 4 - Patient, do I not give up?  Do I withhold anger?


Verse 4 - Kind, do I care for others more than myself?


Verse 4 - Envious, do I want what others have?


Verse 4 - Boastful, do I strut, or name drop


Verse 4 - Arrogant, proud, do I have a swelled head?


Verse 5 - Rude, do I force myself on others?


Verse 5 - Insist on my own way?  Am I a ME FIRST person?


Verse 5, Irritable, easily angered, do I fly off the handle?


Verse 5, Resentful, keep record of wrongs, keep score?





Most say, “I think I do pretty well”


That’s what Harry Chapin said


The sand the song, “Cat’s in the Cradle” the Words below


“My child arrived just the other day, he came to the world in the usual way, but there were planes to catch and bills to pay, he learned to walk while I was away.  And he was talking fore I knew it and as he grew, he’d say, “I’m going to be like you Dad, you know I’m going to be like you


And the cat’s in the cradle and the silver spoon, Little boy blue and the man in the moon.  When you comin’ home, Dad?  “I don’t know when, but we’ll get together then, you know we’ll have a good time then”


My son turned 10 just the other day, He said, “Thanks for the ball, Dad, come on let’s play.  Can you teach me throw?”  “I said, No not today”  I’ve got a lot to do, he said, “That’s okay”  And he walked away and his smile never dimmed, it said, “I’m gonna be like him, yeah, you know I’m gonna be like him”


He came from college just the other day, so much like a man, I just had to say, “Son, I’m proud of you, can you sit for a while?  He shook his head and he said with a smile, “What I’d really like, Dad is to borrow the car keys, See you later, can I have them please?”


I’ve long since retired, my son’s moved away.  I called him up just the other day.  I said, “I’d like to see you if you don’t mind.  He said, “I’d love to Dad, if I can find the time.  You see my new job’s a hassle and the kids have the flue, but it is sure nice talking to you, Dad.  It’s been nice talking to you.”


As I hung up the phone, it occurred to me, he’d grown up just like me.  My boy was just like me.”


Harry Chapin’s wife wrote those words that Harry sang


After the song was a hit, she asked him when he was going to slow down


He booked so many concerts, he wasn’t taking time for his own child


Harry told his wife, “At the end of the summer, I’ll take some time”


That summer Harry was killed in an auto accident














The Apostle Paul is right, WE THINK WE LOVE BUT WE ARE


In bed waiting for our spouse to speak


Loading golf clubs in the trunk as the child looks on


Making the same mistake that Harry Chapin made





We see our lives inaccurately, what we need is another lense, AM I


Patient and kind?


I want what others have?  Do I strut


Do I have swelled head?  Do I force myself on others?


Insist on my own way?  Do I fly off the handle?  Keep score?





Jane Nelson tells the story in Aladdin Factor


Nelson received a call from a single mom who had a fight with her 14 year


      old daughter


She found a 6 pack in Maria’s closet


The mother said, “What is this?”  Maria said, “It looks like a 6 pack of beer, Mom.”


The mother said, “Don’t get smart with me, tell me about this?”


I don’t know what you are talking about?


The mother said, “I found this 6 pack in your closet young lady, you had better e
