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Main Text:
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.  He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us.  For he has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the mystery of his will, according to his purpose which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fulness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth."








Ephesians 1:3-10

1. Simon Wiesenthal was an architect in the early 20th century

a. He was also a Jew who landed in a concentration camp in Poland

b. One day he was cleaning garbage and a nurse took him to a hospital

c. There were  German soldiers wounded on the Eastern front

d. The nurse led him upstairs to a row of stinking wounded

e. They stopped at a young man side whose head was wrapped in yellow bandages

f. He was a secret service trooper who was dying at the age of 22

2. The soldier reached out and grabbed Sim Wiesenthal

a. He said that he had to speak to a Jew

b. He said that he had to have forgiveness, or he couldn't die in peace

c. He said that he was fighting in a Russian village

d. They rounded up a few hundred Jews into one house

e. Gas was planted inside and they threw grenades through the window

f. The soldiers were ordered to shoot anyone who tried to escape

g. He said that he saw a father with his child in his arms in the 2nd floor window thinking about jumping.  Then the mother would be next

h. The man jumped out and the soldier fired

i. He said, "I know it is terrible, but I must have forgiveness before I die from another Jew.  Will you forgive me?"

3. Wiesenthal stood in silence

a. Two strangers in a terrible war

b. The member of the super race begged forgiveness of the condemned race

c. Wiesenthal said, "I made up my mind, and left the room without a word."

4. This terrible story is like a magnifying glass

a. Some identify and others don't identify with the story

b. Most don't commit such terrible deeds

c. Few have ever asked to be forgiven for such awful actions

d. But in the pain of guilt, the need for forgiveness is common

e. We may despise that German soldier for what he did

f. But we feel the same need of forgiveness that he felt

5. I was in a meeting a couple of weeks ago

a. I said something that I regretted saying

b. Just as soon as the words were out of my mouth, I knew I was wrong

c. I could see the hurt in the other person's eyes

d. The whole meeting was miserable

e. I needed to make things right

f. Afterwards I apologized and settled the matter

g. But in between was as sense of failure, pain, and guilt

6. Sometimes our failures in life are major

a. Sometimes it is a crime or mistake that hurts others

b. Regret stays a long time

7. Sometimes our failures are minor in comparison

a. Sometimes it is a negative comment, or making fun of somebody

b. Or, gossip, anger at a child, or a small lie

c. Or, a lustful look, or bitterness

d. What we want is forgiveness

8. Ephesians 2:1-3 describes our dilemma

a. Three words describe us

b. Dead - not physically, but spiritually dead to God

c. Trespasses - Strayed off the path into the devil's land

d. Sin - Missed the mark.  The arrow of our life missed the target

9. Ephesians 1:5-8 states the solution

a. Chapter 1 verses 3-10 are a long and complex unit

b. At the center is forgiveness

c. We were dead, now alive

d. We committed trespass, now we are forgiven

e. We are off the mark, now we are saved

f. We learn 3 things about forgiveness

10. # 1 - Forgiveness is a part of God's purpose

a. Forgiveness was not a last minute addition to the operating instructions of humanity

b. God made us free, yet he knew that we would use our freedom to sin

c. So when he made us free, he also made forgiveness

11. Forgiveness is the part fabric of God……JUST AS THIS HAPPENS, SO GOD MADE US 

a. Just as plant life dies in winter and comes to life in spring

b. So we can die to sin and be reborn to life

c. Just as the mother bird goes to rescue her baby bird when it gets lost

d. When we stray off path, we can be rescued

e. Just like babies get up when they fall

f. When we sin we can start again

12. # 2 - Forgiveness is part of God's PLAN

a. Ephesians 1:7  has 2 words that explain the plan

b. Redemption and Blood are the code words

13. Forgiveness and Redemption

a. There is a war between good and evil

b. Sin is the evil power and captured us and made us prisoner of war (POW)

c. God arranged a prisoner exchange

d. We are in Sin's prison

e. Jesus comes and takes our place

f. Then Jesus turns around and defeats sin

g. All of this is part of God's plan

14. Forgiveness and Blood

a. The theological name is "substitutionary atonement"

b. Sin is when we offend God

c. God hates sin so much that to right the wrong he demands a death

d. But he will accept a substitute

e. At one time he would accept the life of a plant or animal

f. Then God comes and gives his own life at the cross

g. That's what reference to blood means

15. There was a parable about a ship wreck

a. Two survivors swim to a small island

b. They were afraid and felt there was no likely rescue.  So, they agreed to pray

c. They decided to find out whose prayer had the most power

d. They divided the island in two and prayed

e. The first prayer was for food

f. Man # 1  side of the island was filled with fruit trees.  Man # 2's side was barren

g. Man # 1 prayed for a wife and the next day there was another shipwreck and a woman swam to shore.  Man # 2's prayer showed "0" 

h. Man # 1 prayed for clothes, house and food.  They all magically appeared.  Man # 2 prayed and there was nothing

i. Man # 1 prayed for a ship and the next morning there was a ship off his side of the island.  Man # 2 prayed and there was no ship

16. Man # 1 got on the ship and was determined to leave Man # 2 behind

a. God spoke to Man # 1 and said, "What about the other man?"

b. Man # 1 said that all these things are answers to my prayers

c. His prayers were unanswered, he does not deserve anything

d. God said, "You are mistaken, Man # 2 had only one prayer and I answered it

e. Man # 1 said, "What did he pray?"

f. God said, "He prayed that all of your prayers would be answered."

17. This parable is about Jesus

a. He came to the same desert island as you did

b. He saw your struggle and failure

c. His prayer was that all your prayers would be answered

18. God's plan was Jesus

a. His blood was substituted for yours

b. Prisoners were exchanged to set you free

c. He prayed that all your prayers would be answered

d. Two verses explain how we get into this plan

19. Ephesians 1:13-14

a. Must hear about this plan

b. Must trust that it will work

c. Must receive the Holy Spirit as guarantee that the plan will work

d. Read Acts 2:38

20. Do we want to be part of 

a. The POW exchange - Hear, Believe, Be Baptized and Receive the Holy Spirit

b. The benefits of Jesus blood - Hear, Believe, Be Baptized and Receive the Holy Spirit

c. Jesus to pray all our prayers to be answered - Hear, Believe, Be Baptized and Receive the Holy Spirit

21. Ephesians 4:32

a. Being forgiven by God is hard to feel

b. God has arranged for us to also be forgiven by Christians

c. The Christian community is a forgiving place

d. I am forgiven by God, then I pass that forgiveness on to you

22. Allan Black had a teacher at Emory named Fred Craddock

a. Craddock used to vacation in the Smoky Mountains of East Tennessee

b. He told of going to Black Bear Inn one day with his wife

c. While waiting for dinner, a man in his 80's struck up a conversation

d. The elderly man said, "You on vacation?"  Craddock replied, "Yes"

e. Where are you from?  Craddock said, "Oklahoma"

f. The man said, "I've never been to Oklahoma"

g. As Craddock became irriated the man continued asking questions

h. What do you do?  Craddock said, "I teach preachers."  

i. The old man said, "I've got a story about a preacher"

23. I was born in the mountains.  My mother was not married

a. People looked at her with reproach

b. Children at school called me a name and it hurt

c. During recess I would hide in the weeds until it was over

d. I ate lunch behind a tree

e. When I went to town with my mother, people would stare

f. They were trying to guess who my father was

24. In the 8th grade I started to go to church to hear a preacher

a. He frightened me and attracted me at the same time

b. He wore a clawhammer tailcoat and stripped pants

c. His face looked like a piece of stone

d. His voice thundered and filled the church

e. I always went in time for the sermon and left after the sermon

f. I didn't want anybody to ask me, "What's a boy like you doing in church?"

25. One day I got behind some people in the aisle and couldn't get out

a. I felt a hand fall on my shoulder

b. I looked up and it was the preacher's face

c. I thought, "oh no, he's going to ask me

d. The preacher stared at me and said, "Boy, you’re a child of

e. A child of ……he paused ……a child of God

f. I can see the resemblance on your face

g. Go claim your inheritance

26. Fred Craddock said he asked the old man his name

a. Ben Hooper.  Fred Craddock thought, Ben Hooper, Ben Hooper

b. Then he remembered how his father told him a story

c. How the state of Tennessee elected a boy born to an unwed mother and became the Governor of Tennessee

27. Sometimes what we need is that hand on our shoulder

a. You're a child of God.  I can see that resemblance

b. God had a purpose, a plan, and power to forgive

c. Go claim your inheritance

28. Testimony by Jeremy Carr

29.
Ephesians 1:7

a. Forgiveness is part of God's purpose

b. Forgiveness is part of God's plan

c. Forgiveness is part of God's power

30    # 3 - God has POWER To Forgive

a. The major point in Ephesians 1-3 is God's immense power

b. If he could raise dead Jesus from the grave

c. If he could bring Jews and Gentiles together

d. If he could plan all this from the beginning

e. Then he has power to forgive your sins

31     The major point is with Jesus

a. One moment Jesus is in the grave

b. No heartbeat, no brain waves

c. The next minute Jesus is in heaven

d. Not just dropped in the mail box by FedEx

e. He has been put in charge of the universe

f. God has power to dead a dead person

g. Make him far above all rule and authority

h. That same God can forgive your sin

