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Main Text:
"Stand up and bless the Lord your God from everlasting to everlasting.  Blessed by thy glorious name which is exalted above all blessing and praise.  And Ezra said: 'Thou art the Lord, thou alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and thou preservest all of them; and the host of heaven worships thee.  Thou art the Lord, the God who didst choose Abram and bring him froth out of Ur of the Chaldeans and give him the name Abraham; and thou didst find his heart faithful before thee, and didst make with him the covenant to give to his descendants the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite; and thouj hast fulfilled thy promise, for thou art righteous.  And thous didst see the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and hear their cry at the Red Sea, and didst perform signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all the people of his land, for thou knewest that they acted insolently against our fathers; and thou didst get thee a name,, as it is to this day.  And thou didst divide the sea before them, so that they went through the midst of the sea on dry land; and thou didst cast their pursuers into the depths, as  a stone into mighty waters.  By a pillar of cloud thou didst lead them in the day, and by a pillar of fire in the night to light for them the way in which they should go.  Thou, didst come down upon Mount Sinai, and speak with them from heaven and give them right ordinances and true laws, good statues and commandments, and thou didst make known to them thy holy Sabbath and command them commandments and statutes and a law by Moses thy servant.  Thou didst give them bread from heaven for their hunger and bring forth water for them from the rock for their thirst, and thou didst tell them to go in to possess the land which thou hadst sworn to give them.  But they and our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened their neck and did not obey thy commandments; they refused to obey, and were not mindful of the wonders which thou didst perform among them; but they stiffened their neck and appointed a leader to return to their bondage in Egypt.  But thou art a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slot to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and didst not forsake them.  Even when thy had made for themselves a molten calf and said, 'This is your God who brought you up out of Egypt,, and had committed great blasphemies, thou in thy great mercies didst not forsake them in the wilderness; the pillar of cloud which led them in the way did not depart from them by day, nor the pillar of fire by night which lighted for them the way by which they should go.  Thou gavest thy good Spirit to instruct them, and didst not withhold thy manna from the mouth, and gavest them water for their thirst.  Forty years didst thou sustain them in the wilderness, and they lacked nothing; their clothes did not wear out and their feet did not swell.










Nehemiah 9:5-21

1. Nehemiah Chapter 9 is about history

a. There are two chapters in the Bible where you get a one chapter summary of the Old Testament

b. One is from Ezra in Nehemiah 9, the other one is from Stephen in Acts 7

c. Nehemiah 9 is a prayer prayed by Ezra for all the people in Jerusalem

2. The period of the Exile and the Return are in units of 3

a. There were 3 exiles.  One in 597 BC by Jehoiakim; One by Zedekiah in 586 BC; and one by Gedaliah in 581 BC

b. There were 3 returns from exile.  One led by Zerubbabel in 538 BC; One led by Ezra in 458 BC and one led by Nehemiah in 445 BC

3. The 6th century is an eventful one for Judah

a. They lost and king and a kingdom.  They lost homes and nationhood.  They lost Jerusalem and the temple and houses

b. People moved 600,000 miles east to live in a foreign land

c. People moved 600,000 miles west to a destroyed homeland

d. They began rebuilding.  Zerubabbel rebuilds the temple.  Ezra rebuilds the people.  Nehemiah rebuilds the walls

4. The story of rebuilding is told in Ezra and Nehemiah - Each group encountered intense opposition

a. They started to rebuild the temple, then stopped

b. They started to rebuild the people, then there were problems

c. They started to rebuild the walls, then there was persecution

5. When the walls were finished in the fall of 445 BC, all the people came together.  This is recorded in Nehemiah 8 and 9

a. In front of the water gate which led out to Gihon springs

b. Chapter 8 - Ezra reads the law and the people weep

c. Chapter 8 - When the people hear the law they realize it is the feast of tabernacles and they should keep it

d. Chapter 9 - After they hear the law they join in a nationwide confession and prayer

e. Chapter 9 has 2 parts.  The overview is a long prayer

6. The overview - Nehemiah 9:1-3 - They spend 1/4 of a day confessing their sins

a. Think of that….3-4 hours of self evaluation and confession of wrong

b. I always figured that they broke into reach groups and got serious with each other

c. I thought each person confessed what was wrong in their life, but this is not what happens here

d. They stay in one group.  Ezra prays a prayer of confession for them

e. The more I study this text the more I see that prayer is a confession of sin

7. The prayer is in verses 5 - 37

a. At first glance it appears to be all history

b. But it is not history, it is a prayer of confession

c. Confess the greatness of God and creation and salvation and history

d. Confess the sins of their ancestors

8. It makes us wonder

a. How is history confession?

b. How is confessing the sins of their ancestors confession?

c. It seems like they should confess their own sins

d. There is more going on here than we first realize.  

e. Listed below are 5 things that help us

9. # 1 - Their confession was a response to Scripture

a. Nehemiah 8 says that Ezra read the law from dawn till lunch

b. They built a high platform for him to stand on

c. They had interpreters working the crowd to make sure people understood

d. Listen to the people's response in Nehemiah 8:9

10. Why did the people cry when they heard the Bible?

a. Because the Bible exposed their sins

b. Because when they stood next to the standard they realized that they had failed

c. Because when they heard what God wanted, they realized how they had fallen short

11. Ezra and Nehemiah knew it was the Feast of Tabernacles.- This was a joyful time of celebration

a. But the people had not read the law for so long that when it was read they were sad

b. They realized all the things they were not doing.  They realized how much they had failed

c. When reminded of their core values, they wept.  So the feast day had become a day of mourning

12. This is a strong reminder that renewal is in the Word of God

a. It is like sending light that the fire uses, which is a striking image.  The fire is nearly out.  The embers are like cold sticks

b. The song calls for God to rekindle that fire in our souls.  Nehemiah reminds us that the match is the Word of God

13. We often find ourselves at a spiritual low

a. Almost always it is because we have forgotten to turn to God's word

b. IT is the match, the torch, the source of revival

14. It is not just reading it that we get the power, but a willingness to be moved by it

a. There needs to be an openness to be taught and a hunger for the truth

b. When is the last time you read the Word of God and wept?

c. When is the last time you looked into God's mirror and mourned?

d. When is the last time you bowed before the lofty words of God and said, teach me Lord?

e. Revival begins with confession.  Confession begins with the word of God

15. # 2 - Confession is willingness to judge ourselves

a. Ezra and Nehemiah is about people facing massive persecution

b. Zerubbabel faced opposition to rebuilding the temple

c. Ezra faced people who were negative about rebuilding people

d. Nehemiah faced people who were opposed to rebuilding the walls

e. They were surrounded by people saying negative things about them

16. The usual reaction to being criticized is to criticize back

a. The boss gives us a negative review, we see all his shortcomings

b. The teacher gives us an F on a paper, we talk about how bad a teacher he is

c. Parents yell at a child, the child sulks about having poor parents

17. That's not the way these people responded

a. The people around them were judgmental.  "You people returning from exile are wrong"

b. But they instead turned to confession

18. The reality is that the more time we spend judging others, the less time we have for self-evaluation

a. If I am focused on what's wrong with you I spend less time seeing what's wrong with me

b. If I am out to judge the world, the only person who is left out is me

c. If all I can see is the faults of others, I seldom see them in myself

19. The fundamental principle of Biblical faith in repentance

a. I don't have to be the way you are.  

b. An old dog can learn new tricks

c. It's never too old to change

d. The Bible says, anybody, anybody can change

20. Repentance begins with confession

a. Confession begins by giving up being the world's judge

b. Focusing on ourselves and naming the sins in our lives

c. Confessing our shortcomings to God and to each other

21. # 3 - Confession is recognition of God's hand in life

a. While this prayer contains history, it reveals a great deal about those praying

b. It tells us that they believed that God was active in their lives

c. Life was not the result of blind fate, but the work of almighty God

22. This reminds us that there are 2 ways to write history

a. One can write history from a secular point of view

b. We did this.  I did this.  My father did this.

c. In the process there is no mention of God

d. The other way to write history is to discern the hand of God

e. I did this, but God stepped in and then this happened.  

f. Here is an example

23. Highland Street Church of Christ history ( version 1)

a. Early in the 1990's Highland Street Church of Christ became involved in working in Ukraine

b. We sent some of our best people to that nation and through their great preaching and teaching things changed

c. We gathered together huge supplies of medicine and machinery

d. We cleverly found ways to get those materials into that nation

e. We sent people who committed their lives to living among these people

f. Because of the work of the people at Highland Street Church of Christ, lives were saved, souls won and churches were started.

g. Hooray for Highland Street Church of Christ

24. Highland Street Church of Christ history (version # 2)

a. In the 1970's and 1980's we believed that the Communist world would never fall

b. We did absolutely nothing to prepare to minister to those people

c. Then despite our lack of faith and preparations, God almighty broke down that wall

d. He used people who didn't know the language, the culture and who made mistakes to start a revival in that country

e. Despite our meager efforts, God started something great

f. God used Highland Street Church of Christ to be his hands in a far away world.  

g. Praise the Lord for what he has done

25. You see the difference?

a. You can write history without God even in it

b. Or you can discern the past and see God in it

c. Seeing God in history is a fundamental form of confession

26. The way we view the past is critical - DID WE GET WHERE WE ARE

a. Based on our own abilities and talents?

b. Or based on God's power and wisdom

c. Do we toot our own horn and brag about our own accomplishments?

d. Or do we see in our own personal history the hand of God

27. Nehemiah 9 is an invitation to think about your own past

a. When you think of your life, do you see your footprints, your hands

b. Or when you think of what happened last week, do you see God's footprints, God's hands?

c. When you look at that diploma on your wall or the balance in your bank account

d. Do you smile with pride or pray with humility?

e. When you look in the mirror or bask in promotion

f. Do you pat yourself on the back or do you fall to your knees?

28. # 4 - Confession recognizes arrogance and stubbornness

a. As these people looked at their roots, they saw pride

b. Read Nehemiah 9:16-17a and 9:26

29. Perhaps the greatest arrogance is a refusal to confess

a. How arrogant to conclude that I am not a sinner

b. Nothing but pride that says I am not confessing because I have nothing to confess

c. These people saw their arrogance and pride

30. Widespread thinking confession to others…..SOME PEOPLE HERE WHO

a. Have never confessed any sin to another person

b. Never admitted they did anything wrong

c. Blame other people for everything bad that happens in their lives

d. Would rather die than come forward in church

31. Imagine we go to visit a man named Ralph

a. In Ralph's front yard is all the garbage Ralph created in his life

b. There are chicken bones from 4500 meals

c. 5,000 cardboard Big Mac boxes

d. 35 trash bags full of wadded up Kleneex from 50 allegery seasons

e. 88,000 gallons of dirty water washing machines

f. 650 vaccum cleaner bags full of dust balls and dirt

g. 150 boxes of worn out  underwear and holey socks

h. 35 worn out car tires, 18 exhausted car batteries

i. 15 outdated computer boxes

32. All of that is piled in Ralph's front yard

a. It is all of the garbage, junk, refuse, worn out stuff in Ralph's life

b. We go up and knock on the door and Ralph comes out

c. We ask him, "What is all this stuff in your front yard?"

d. Ralph says, "I don’t know, I didn't put it there."

33. That is the way we are

a. People confess that they were proud

b. The word "proud' boils over

c. Like a pot on the stove, we are so full of ourselves that we just spread everywhere

d. People confess they are stiff necked

e. They were so tight, they would not turn to the right or left

f. They were stuck in one position that was focused on self

g. We still boil over, we still get stuck on self

34. These attitudes keep us from revival

a. God is tying to start a fire in our lives

b. But we are so full of ourselves that we boil over and put out the fire

c. God is trying to fan the flame

d. But our head is stuck on itself and the fire won't  take

35. We are an arrogant and stiff necked people

a. Say that with me

b. Doesn't that hurt

c. Doesn’t' that rub you the wrong way

36. It is like looking at all that garbage……I did that

a. Our past failures…….I did that

b. Our past claims to greatness.  God did that

c. Our stiff neck…..I am that way

37. Confession is like a blood transfusion

a. We have this boiling pride circulating in our system

b. Then we confess our sins

c. The boil blood and pride is drained out into the ground

d. God replaces it with cool humility

38. # 5 - Confession is admitting God is God

a. The most amazing verse in the prayer is Nehemiah 9:33

b. That is not the way most of us think

c. We do wrong and blame the mess of God

d. We do right and then we take credit

39. Many scriptures give us leeway to blame God

a. Job, Psalms, Habakkuk, The Gethesamne Prayer

b. It is okay to question God, to be angry with God, to blame God

c. But at some point we must come to this confession of Nehemiah

d. God, I was wrong, you were right

40. Confession has been hard for me

a. I have tried to learn to do it

b. I have tried to be vocal about it

c. From this pulpit, I have confessed that for 20 years I was wrong about the poor

d. From here I have confessed that for 15 years I was wrong about children

e. I have trouble showing mercy.  I am not a merciful person

41. In January and February, the elders and staff  got together.  I CONFESSED TO THEM

a. The wrong that I did in 2000 in my prayer life

b. The grudge and bitterness I held toward another person

42. Let me tell you something

a. Confession is a good thing

b. It is cleansing, freeing, invigorating

c. Feelings of shame, embarrassment quickly evaporate

d. You are left with a closeness to God and a sense of a clean slate

43. We are an arrogant, stiff necked people

a. Our own self-centeredness boils over on everything

b. We are so rigid, we can't turn

c. We are like Ralph, we deny that the garbage belongs to us

d. What we need is to light a fire and fan the flame of confession

