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Main Text:	“The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron; with a point of diamond it 


		  is engraved on the tablet of their heart, and on the horns of their altars,


		  while their children remember their altars and their Asherim, beside


		  every green tree, and on the high hills, on the mountains in the open


		  country.  Your wealth and all your treasures I will give for spoil as the


		  price of your sin throughout all your territory.  You shall loosen your 


		  hand from your heritage which I gave to you, and I will make you serve


		  your enemies in a land which you do not know, for in my anger a fire is


		  kindled which shall burn for ever.” 			Jeremiah 17:1-4





William Bennett and John Dilulio and John Walters wrote a book titled


       Body Count


It was a widely reviewed book in 1996


It was about the state of children in America


The conclusion was that it is bad and getting worse





They told a story about a gang


They called themselves, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang


The name was from a song that the gang sings after killing a member of another gang


One member of that gang is named Body Count


Someone asked, “How did you get that name?”


The teen said, “When the shootings over, that’s what I do.”


I count bodies





We have heard some of the terrible things that children are doing to children


A girl at a prom delivers a baby in the bathroom


She cleans herself up and goes back to the dance


Another girl delivers a baby in a bedroom


She puts the live infant in a plastic garbage bag and throws it in the dumpster behind their family apartment





What’s striking about these cases is what happens at the police station


These kids are confused that they have been charged with a crime


They just did what they see everyday


Why was it wrong?

















AC Wharton is a Public Defender in Memphis


I heard him speak at the Pyramid


He said because of youth crime they are talking about jail expansion


He said you can’t outbuild the crime rate


At the rate we are going we will have more jails than schools


More jails than churches





He told of visiting a 17 year old in prison


It was Sunday morning


As they talked Mr. Wharton heard church bells ringing


He knew it was time for him to leave and go to church


Walking out of jail, he realized the 17 yr.old would never go to church again





The 97 Search Institute in MN issued a report titled: “Starting Out Right”


“Never have we exposed children so early and relentlessly to cultural messages glamorizing violence, sex, possessions, alcohol and tobacco with so few mediating influences from responsible adults.  Never have we experienced such a numbing and reckless reliance on violence to solve problems, feel powerful or be entertained.  Never have so many children been permitted to rely on guns and gangs rather than parents, neighbors, religious congregations and schools for protection and guidance.  Never have we pushed so many children onto the tumultuous sea of life without the life vests of nurturing families and commitments, caring schools, challenged minds, job prospects and hope.”





This raises a number of questions


Why does the richest nation have such a poor track record on children?


Why are children growing up the way there are?


Four times it says Never, has it never been this bad?





A search for answers led me to Jeremiah


It is a 52 chapter book in the Old Testament


He lived in the days before the destruction of Jerusalem


He was moody, discouraged and pessimistic


Yet he had great insight into what his nation was doing wrong.





Jeremiah 16 and 17 are about children


Children are mentioned directly or indirectly ten times in chapter 16


Fathers are mentioned 7 times in chapter 16


Chapter 17:1-12 is basically about children





Listen to 17:1-2


Children are taught about sin


Sin is not written in pencil, but an iron pen


Sin is not written in chalk, but diamond point


Sin is not written on walls, but on the hearts


Children are also taught by example


Do not swear by false altars, gods, sacred poles


Children learned what was wrong





I know how Jeremiah felt


In 1992 several of us were visiting an inner city housing project


The guide was the president of the resident association


The housing project was in poor repair.  The was glass everywhere, no grass, things were broken and there was a stench surrounding the project


One thing they didn’t lack was children


There were kids, some big, some small, some quiet, some noisy





Part way through the tour guide stopped


He had lived in the projects for 17 years


He raised his own children there


He said this, “Most of these children do not know about Jesus”





Unless something happened these children would grow up without Christ


They would be taught about drugs


They would be taught about violence


They would be taught about promiscuity


Jeremiah 17:1-2 - “Judah’s sin is engraved with an iron tool, inscribed with a flint point, on the tablets of their hearts and on the horns of their altars.  Even their children remember their altars and Asherah poles beside the spreading trees and on the high hills.”





I left there with a sense of hopelessness


What do we do?


How do we change?





Jeremiah points to the answer


Just before 17:1


In 16:19-20, there is a prayer recorded by Jeremiah


He asks God to give them a better future then they have at present


Verse 21 says that God answered that prayer


“Therefore I will teach them.  This time I will teach them my power and might.  Then they will know that my name is the LORD.”





God says, “I will teach them”


That shouldn’t be a surprise to us at all


Hasn’t that been the way that the Christian movement has spread from the beginning?


Hasn’t it been teaching that has always worked?


Wasn’t it teaching that grew our churches?





Teaching….it is at the heart of all that we believe


God sent one son to earth and he made him a teacher


Deuteronomy 6:5 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”


Psalms 119:105  “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.”


Mark 16:15 “He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”


2 Timothy 2:2 “And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.”


2 Timothy 3:16 “All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,”





20	In the midst of a terrible time in ancient Jerusalem


In the midst of death and violence, what does Jeremiah call for?


Not a better school system


Not a national rally at a mall in Jerusalem


Not a letter writing campaign to the king


All that may be good


But what he calls for is to teach children about the might and power of God





As we approach the last months of this century


I believe we have been called to be teachers


Not just any kind of teachers, but people who teach about the power and might of God


So I make a plea today that we go back to our basic calling


That we be the teachers about God


Three things have to be in place





#1 WE MUST REALIZE THAT GOD’S PEOPLE ARE THE VOICE FOR


            THOSE WHO HAVE NO VOICE


Proverbs 31:8 - “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute.”


If children in our city are going to learn about God, we will have to speak up


They will not learn about God from government, the chamber of commerce, industry or the PTA (Parents Teachers Association)


If children are going to learn about God, it will be because of God’s people





Dwight Moody was born in Northfield Maine


He had no schooling, no religious upbringing


While working in a shoe store in Boston, he became a follower of Jesus


He went on the become a famous preacher in Chicago.  He died in 1899





He worked among the children


He taught them about the power and might of God


What he did with children changed the city of Chicago


Once he was trying to get the son of a bar owner to come to church


Moody was afraid to go into the bar


He said, “I walked by the door a dozen times”


“I can’t go in there, people will think I am a drunk”


Finally one day he looked in both directions and the street was clear


He ran into the bar


The boy’s father looked up and saw the preacher.  He yelled out, “We won’t have any preaching hypocrites here.”


It scared Dwight Moody and he ran out of the bar


Dwight Moody returned, the owner yelled at him again and he ran out again


The third time Moody ran in the father said, “I had rather have my sons drunkards and my daughters harlots than to have them Christians.”





Finally Dwight Moody started a dialogue with the father


Dwight Moody agreed to read Thomas Paine’s Age of Reason, which the 


      bar owner loved.


If the bar owner would read the New Testament.  Both agreed


Later Dwight Moody invited the father to church


The bar owner said, “I haven’t been to church in 18 years.  No, I won’t go. But you can have church here if you want to.


Dwight Moody was appalled.  Church in a bar?





Finally they scheduled a time


The bar owner said, “You can preach for 15 minutes and we get to talk for 


      45 minutes.


On the day of the service, Dwight Moody brought a young man with him, 


       just a boy that he had worked with


Dwight Moody preached 15 minutes.  The bar owner talked 45 minutes


Then Dwight Moody had the little boy pray


With a pleading voice, the youngster asked God to forgive the men for talking against Jesus.


A strange thing happened


The men who had made fun of Dwight Moody started walking out of the bar


Finally, only Dwight Moody, the boy and the bar owner were left


The man said, “If that is what you teach your children, you may have mine.”





If children are going to learn about God


It will be because God’s people become the voice for those who have no 


      voice


It will be because God’s people teach children

















# 2 - CHILDREN MUST BE WELCOME IN OUR CHURCHES


James 2 is a wa
