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Main Text:  “Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many.  For the gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to life. and those who find it are few.”  Matthew 7:13-14

1. The sermon on the mount is Jesus great lesson found in Matthew 5-7

a. There are some wonderful lines

i. Matthew 5:3 – “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven

ii. Matthew 5:16- “Let your light shine before men that they may see your good works and give glory to your father in heaven”

iii. Matthew 6:33 – “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well.”

iv. Matthew 7:12 – “So whatever you wish that men would do to you, do so to them; for this is the law and the prophets

b. The teaching falls into 3 categories:

i. Attitudes

ii. Morals and family

iii. Piety 

c. Matthew 6 is on worry and attitudes

d. “You’ve heard it said, and I say to you” is about morals and family

e. “Ask” is about piety

2. The hinge is in verse 7:12 & 14

a. The sermon on the mount changes from “what” to “why”

b. He told us how to live, now he calls us to live that way

c. Matthew 7:13-14 are familiar words 

d. They are 4 sets of 2

3. The first “2” is two gates: one wide and one narrow

a. The first gate is wide

b. It is simple to get on this road

c. There are no baggage limits

d. You don’t have to leave anything behind

e. You can talk bad and have a bad attitude; be immoral; make bad decisions and have a lack of piety with you

f. There is no security check at the wide gate

4. The second gate is narrow

a. It is hard to find and easy to miss, and difficult to get through

b. They will search everything in your life at that gate

c. There is no room for past baggage or unholiness

5. There are “2” roads:  One is easy and one is hard

a. The easy road is broad, spacious and roomy

b. There is room for many different attitudes and morals and conduct

c. You can follow wherever your heart wants to go

d. You can walk down this road with your hands in your pockets

6. The second road is hard

a. It is narrow and twisting

b. It is difficult to travel and is not comfortable

c. It takes effort, sweat, late nights and going the extra mile

7. There are two groups of people.  A crowd and a few

a. The crowd is thick

b. You will never be alone or lonely on this road

c. It is like the mall at Christmas or the concession stand at half time

8. The second crowd is few

a. Only a minority find this gate and locate this road

b. At times you want see anybody behind you or in front of you

9. There are two destinations: One is destruction and one is life

a. One is destruction

b. Jesus doesn’t call it hell, but destruction doesn’t sound any better

c. The wide road comes to a sudden end

d. The luggage never arrives when you do

e. It is a road of frustration, disappointment and chaos

10. The other road leads to life

a. Jesus doesn’t call it heaven, but this life clearly suggests a place worth going

b. It is a place where the mourning find comfort and the pure in hear find God

c. It is a place where those who seek the kingdom of God enter the throne room of the king

11. Part of the 4 sets of 2 is a call to discipline

a. To get what we really seek in life, there are no shortcuts

b. The Christian faith is not a part time job

c. Jesus calls for our total attention

d. He draws a line in the sand, calling us to a life of discipline

12. William Boggs book, “Sin Boldly, But Trust God more Boldly, Still”

a. Tells of taking an afternoon drive in Carolina

b. He saw a sign advertising peaches

c. It said, “Pick them yourself” and he decided to do it

d. The old man running the orchard

e. Said that if you want the best fruit, do deeper into the orchard

f. The peaches on the fringe are picked over

g. He agreed and walked further into the orchard

h. He started picking and the old man said, “Go deeper.”

i. He walked further and started picking and the old man said, “Go deeper.”

j. He walked further and set down the bucket.  “Go deeper.”

k. He walked further and thought surely this is far enough

l. He heard, “Go deeper.” And he went substantially further

m. He found out that the farmer was right

n. The finest, plumpest peaches were untouched waiting for him

13. Jesus talked about roads and Boggs about peaches, but he point is the same

a. Life calls for discipline

b. What is worthwhile is often the hardest road

c. The best tasting is often deepest in the orchard

14. We often miss what we want in life, in church, in the agency because we let up on discipleship

a. It TAKES DISCIPLINE to…..

b. Turn off the TV, delete offensive Spam, and screen movies

c. To love family members who are moody, prideful, and self centered

d. To go the extra mile and give to beggars on the way to the opera

e. To rise above pettiness and selfishness that always plagues the church and agency

15. A 5th grade teacher asked her children to write to their grandparents

a. They were to ask them what the world was like when they were 10 years old

b. Nathan Shank wrote to Sally Shank’s dad.

c. He got back a 2 page letter describing life 70 years ago in Iowa and Nebraska

16. There was one striking paragraph

a. “Our little country church house was down the road a mile.  There was no air conditioning for the hot summer weather.  Some Sunday one of the men would get up early and open all the windows to cool the building down somewhat.  In winter during the real cold days some one would volunteer to go early and build a fire in the big stove – even then there were times we would see the breath come from the preacher’s mouth.  In those years there were not excuses for staying home on Sunday – no matter how hot or cold the outside temperatures.   

17. We all know that the 1926’s wasn’t the perfect age

a. We had issues with integrity and morality

b. We had family problems

c. We had versions of selfishness and pettiness

d. But memory helps us see the choice between 2 roads with greater clarity

18. It makes me rethink my petty complaints WHEN

a. Somebody does something I didn’t like…I think of the farmer who walked 4 miles in the snow to light the fire for the church

b. Somebody gets me down….I think of the teenager who gout up on Sunday morning at 6:00 AM to air out the meeting place in western Iowa

c. Things don’t go my way…I think of the man with a crown of thorns who leads the way down the narrow road

d. I get my feelings hurt…I think of the man with blood and water running out of his side

19. A New York businessman took stock of his life

a. He decided to reorder his values

b. He committed himself to the narrow gate, the hard road and the sparse crowd

c. He put things first and made a decision to discipline

d. NOW kept interfering with THEN

e. He fell to his knees and said, “I am loving Christians all day even if it kills me.

20. Later in the morning he was rushing to a Pennsylvania station to catch a train to Washington, DC

a. He had his brief case in one hand

b. He had his overnight bag in the other hand

c. He was almost late for the train

d. When he heard, “All aboard” he started running

e. Just as he got to the steps his brief case hit something

f. Looking down he had knocked a box out of a small boy’s hands

g. The box had was a jig saw puzzle and pieces went everywhere

h. The boy started crying

i. The train started to move

j. The man got ready to make a run for the train

k. Then he remembered his prayer

l. He set the bag down and patted the boy on the head

m. “I’ll pick them up for you.”

n. After he picked up all the pieces in the box

o. The little boy looked at the man and said

p. “Are you Jesus?”

21. Maybe Jesus used such earthly illustrations to remind us that following him is so earthly

a. Getting on the train was like the wide gate, the easiest way to go

b. Missing the train put him in the minority and created a hardship.  It was the hard way to go

c. The man had a moment to decide if he was going to practice his faith or not

d. Moments like that tumble out one after another

22. Choices about trains and puzzles are a profound influence.  LIKELY YOU

a. Are a Christians because you witnessed somebody else squeeze through the narrow gate

b. Teach Sunday School or work with children because you watched another person walk the hard road

c. Following Jesus because you saw another person walking the road alone

23. I DON’T KNOW ANYBODY WHO BECAME A CHRISTIAN BECAUSE THEY

a. Saw a family get mad about communion and left to go to another church

b. Watched a rich man get his way in church because of money

c. Knew of a preacher who never prayed

d. Heard about a deacon who read Playboy

e. People who squeeze through the narrow gate are the ones that inspire us to do the same

24. Roy Smith is the editor of Christian Journal

a. He tells when he was 18 years old

b. He got the message that his father was hurt at the mill where he worked

c. Roy ran down Main Street of Nickerson, Kansas

d. A blunt man called out, “No use running kid, he’s gone.”

e. Smith’s father was a skilled mechanic, a flour miller and highly respected in town

f. Every business closed for his funeral

g. The day after the burial, Roy and his brother went to the mill to gather up his father’s belongings – tools and the clothes he was wearing when he died

h. The first thing Roy saw was his father’s shoes.  The soles were turned up revealing large holes in the bottom

i. On the day that he died, Roy’s father’s feet were bare against the concrete floor

j. Two weeks before his father had bought Roy a new pair of shoes

25. Keep what Jesus says in the right place 

a. We didn’t earn life because we squeezed through the narrow gate and walked the deserted road

b. This is not the gate of salvation, this is not us being good enough to escape destruction

c. Discipleship doesn’t earn us life.  Discipleship is how we handle the gift God has given us

26. If you give somebody $100 as a gift and they can spend it like they want

a. They can waste the money, invest it poorly, or trust it to the wrong people

b. Or they can use it wisely, invest it well, and trust it to good people

c. But the way they use the money doesn’t pay for the gift.  The gift was free

27. If God has saved you, he had given you forgiveness of sin and heaven

a. How we use that gift is discipleship

b. Jesus calls us to use that gift well

28. There is a monastery northwest of Madrid built for the Franciscan in the 1500’s

a. A Spanish king hired an architect to design and build it

b. The architect designed the arches which were flat on top

c. When the King saw them he was afraid they would fall

d. So he ordered the architect to build pillars in the center of the arch to support them

e. The architect did it reluctantly

f. After the king died the architect revealed that all the pillars were ¼” short

g. Even today when you tour the monastery, the guide will slide a piece of paper between the top of the pillar and the bottom of the arch

h. In 400 years, he hasn’t sagged at all

29. God builds an arch over our lives with his grace

a. We think we have to prop up the arches

b. We want to make sure God’s arch will hold

c. But none of our pillars ever reaches an arch

d. The cross is strong enough to arch your entire life

30. Every day is a journey

a. We walk up to make a choice between the 2 gates

b. We take one of two roads

c. We travel with one of two crowds

d. We head toward one of two destinations

e. Jesus calls for us to practice discipleship in our Christian life

31. Joyce Landorf was in the Los Angeles airport

a. An elderly man was crying next to her silently.  She asked if she could help

b. Then another traveler asked what was wrong.  The elderly man shook his head

c. He finally started talking not to anyone in particular

d. He said, “I’m on my way to Hawaii”

e. For 30 years my wife begged me to take her to Hawaii

f. For 20 years we couldn’t afford it, but then I just resisted

g. I said, “There is no point in going 3,000 miles to see an island.”

h. Six months ago she got cancer and died

i. We never did what she wanted to do

j. Before she died she made me promise to go to Hawaii for her

k. Why didn’t I take her when we had all that time and all those years?

32. Everybody has their Hawaii – HOW LONG HAVE YOU

a. Promised yourself you would read the Bible….

b. Thought you should be less petty

c. Gone without time with the family

d. Said you would go with her to counseling

e. Thought you needed to get into an adult Sunday school class

f. Set an example of discipleship like that person did for you

g. Why didn’t I take her when we had all that time and all those years?

