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Main Text:
“Beloved, I beseech you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh that wage war against your soul.  Maintain good conduct among the Gentiles, so that in case they speak against you as wrongdoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.  Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to praise those who do right.  For it is God’s will that by doing right you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.  Live as free men, yet without using your freedom as a pretext for evil; but live as servants of God.  Honor men.  Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.













1 Peter 2:11-17

1. There is current controversy over religion in public places

a. There is the 10 commandment controversy in the Montgomery, AL courthouse

b. There is the words, “Under God” in the pledge of allegiance

c. There is the issue of prayer in public school classrooms

d. There is the question of Bible studies in government owned facilities

2. One of my dreams involves religion in public places

a. My dream is to lead the opening prayer at the US Congress & Senate

b. I wrote a letter of inquiry once, but the docket was full

c. I even worked on what I would say in the prayer

d. It is unlikely that I will ever have that opportunity

e. But it involves religion in public places

3. All of us have personal preferences about religion in public places:  Here is mine

a. The 10 commandments on the walls of the courtroom is better than a quote from Karl Marx on the Memphis Public Library sidewalk

b. But I would rather have the principals of God’s law in the American heart than the 10 commandments in the courtroom lobbies

c. I agree that it would be wonderful if every child in America could begin its school day with prayer.

d. But it would be better if every teacher in America bowed their knee to God and confessed the name of Jesus

4. Behind the controversy over religion in public places there is deep anxiety

a. There is concern that American culture is less Christian than past cultures

b. There is the fear that if we don’t draw the line somewhere, that America will become a non-Christian nation, per the Christians

c. There is the worry that a society built on godlessness is doomed and this endangers our affluent life

d. There is the anxiety that if we give an inch, the opposition will take a mile

5. Beyond that anxiety there is confusion

a. There is legal confusion over what the constitution says.  There are liberal and conservative interpretations of the first amendment.  What does the law say about religion in public places?

b. There is social confusion.  What can we agree on in a pluralistic society?  How can we allow freedom on issues that run counter to the majority?

c. There is methodological confusion.  Should we joining Judge Roy Moore and move the granite 10 commandments into a public building?  Should we support Pat Robinson, Jerry Falwell, and James Dobson in promoting more conservative public agendas?  How do we accomplish our goals?

d. There is theological confusion.  What does the Bible call us to do as Christians? What does the Bible calls us to do as a church? Is our culture bad?  Theologically do we believe that the culture can change?  How does God want us to act in this culture?  Can the pulpit be used to influence political opinion? Should we petition, protest, picket, or ignore and isolate?

6. Christians are writing extensively on issue

a. Most of the material is written from a public policy point of view

b. I read 15 pieces on the issues and only 2 cited scripture, and at the end

c. Much of it makes no biblical or theological argument

7. Tonight our goal is to seek theological clarity

a. Many things might be said historically, politically, socially and legally

b. Many of those things might be good

c. But this is church and worship.  God is king here

d. We rely on God’s book not the US constitution or the US Senate or Congress, or on any think tank

8. What direction do we get from scripture?

a. What does the Bible say about religion in public policy?

b. What situation in scripture comes closest to ours?

9. The Bible has two group of texts on religion and government

a. Group 1 urges resistance and opposition to government

b. Group 2 calls for obedience to government and support for public policy

c. The difference between Group 1 and Group 2 is cultural or the political environment

10. Group 1 urges us to resist government when it interferes in beliefs

a. Amos, Isaiah and other prophets issue a string of attacks on government officials and politics

b. Acts 4 tells of the occasion when Peter and John are arrested – Read 4;19

c. Acts 5 discusses the time that the apostles are imprisoned – Read 5:28-29

d. These texts call for God’s people to resist government, and oppose the government in order to obey God

11. Group 2 calls for obedience and support for public policy

a. See four scriptures – Romans 13:1-7; 1 Timothy 2:1-3; Titus 3:1-3;1 Peter 2:13-17

b. Read Romans 13:1; 1 Timothy 2:1-3

c. This is a call for Christians to support and be loyal to the government

12. The first decision we must make is which set of text best applies 

a. Is our government calling us to do things contrary to the will of God

b. Can we point to public policy that interferes with the practice of our faith?

c. How can we come to the point where we must answer, “We must disobey the laws in order to obey God?

d. This is the source of current and future discussions.  

e. We have two observations

13. Public policy in recent years have taken more of a secular and less of a Christian point of view

a. Row vs Wade reflects the secular assumptions more than the Judea Christian assumptions

b. We can all cite moral laws that generally depart from the teachings of Jesus

c. Perhaps the greatest concern is the growing belief in the US that government and society can operate without God

14. Yet it is not at all clear that the US government and society are moving totally away from God

a. Terrorism pushed God back into the public policy

b. I am often surprised to find God and religion viewed favorably in the government and in the press

c. There is MUCH about the USA that is biblical and Christian

15. The conclusion is that we are in the midst of a national debate on God in the public policy, but we are not in a state of anarchy against God

16. What direction do we take? Which texts do we take up?

a. It doesn’t seem to that that the time has come for Christians to resist and disobey the government

b. The prophets and the early church texts can be helpful in our national dialogue

c. But the texts in the epistles that call for obedience and cooperation with the government seem more appropriate

17. Romans 13, 1 Timothy 2, Titus 3, and 1 Peter 2 all urge obedience to government, but 1 Peter may be the most helpful

a. Peter is writing to Christians living in North Turkey

b. He confirms that they are resident aliens, exiles in their own home

c. They are persecuted because of their faith.

d. Read 1 Peter 3:13f and 4:12f

18. People were saying harsh things about Christians

a. 1 Peter 2:12 – the Gentiles are speaking against you.

b. 1 Peter 2:15 – Foolish men speaking ignorance against them

c. Whether this is neighbor against neighbor, or official government policy, it is not immediately known

19. We see a clear difference between the situation of Christians in 1 Peter and ours

a. We don’t live in Northern Turkey

b. Most of us don’t feel, or are not treated as exiles and aliens

c. There is no government persecution of Christians and only occasional cultural persecution of Christians

d. Yet people in American culture and government do increasingly say harsh things, sometimes ignorant things about Christians

20. There is one significant parallel

a. Peter tells them how to influence public opinion

b. That influence involves those who make public policy

c. So we have texts that talk about church and public policy

21. Yet there are significant differences

a. Prayer in public schools and the 10 commandments is not an issue

b. Our version of religion and public policy is not at stake

c. But Peter tells them how to live in a society that is hostile and how to influence that society

d. We share that common interest with those first century Christians

22. Focus on 1 Peter 2:11-17

a. This is speaking on public policy.  “Emperor” is mentioned 2 times and so is the word “governor”

b. It is not limited to public policy because Gentiles are also included.  Every human institution and all men are mentioned

c. The conflict is between Christians and public arenas: Aliens, exiles who speak against you, and foolish men speaking ignorant things

23. He tells them what to do

a. V. 11 – abstains from passions

b. V. 12 – maintain good conduct

c. V. 12 – do good deeds

d. V. 13 – be subject to all authority

e. V. 14 & 15 – do right

f. V.16 – Live as free servants of God

g. V. 17- Honor and love those in authority

24. What they are called to do in the public policy verses is reflected in the whole book

a. The rest of the book actually adds several things for them to do

b. There are 8 actions for Christians to take in the midst of opposition

25. # 1 – Keep hope fixed on God, not on the state

a. Set your hope fully on Grace – See 1:3-9; 13-21

b. As Christians our hope is not in the Roman emperor or the US government

c. Government and public policy will never deliver us to our heavenly home

d. Government and public policy will never be all we as Christians hope for it to be

e. The starting point in any discussion of religion and public policy involves Christians keeping their eye on the right goal

26. # 2 – Be holy in conduct

a. 1 Peter 1:15-17; 2:11-12; 4:1-6

b. We do our Lord a disserve when in the name of Christ we act like the world

c. If we use ungodly tactics to resist the world for the sake of Christ, we fail

d. The end does not justify any means

e. Any means of religion in public policy must involve holy conduct

27. # 3 – Create an alternative community

a. We are a chosen race, a holy nation, God’s own people – 1 Peter 2:4-10

b. We must provide a place where Christina values and goals are central

c. Children and young people must know there is a community where Jesus is LORD

d. Our children’s ministry, youth ministry, Christian student center does just that.  It creates an alternative community

e. Any approach to religion in public policy must first of all make sure that we have created an alternative community

f. We must not seek public policy to create that community, we must create it in the church

28. # 4 – Do good deeds, be servants – 1 Peter 2:12-16

a. In 1 Peter the major way to influence the culture is by good deeds

b. When we put faith into practice by making a difference in the community that resists our faith, we have made the biblical response.  And according to Peter this is the most potent response

c. Any approach to religion in public policy must make sure we are first doing good deeds.

29. Do not threaten the government

a. 1 Peter 2:21-25 – Jesus is cited as the example. He was opposed, but he did not threaten government

b. 1 Peter 3:8f is given not to return evil for evil, but we are to bless the opposition

c. 1 Peter 4:12-19 – Do not make mischief

d. The point is made that if we do wrong to the government and are punished because of that, we have defeated the cause

e. It is better to suffer in silence and focus on what good we can do, than to fifth back

f. As we approach religion in public places maters make sure we are not threatening or making mischief

30. # 6 – Be ready to explain the Christian faith

a. Be prepared to make a defense of any one – 1 Peter 3:13-17

b. We almost don’t expect this one

c. But if we practice the other 7 actions, we can expect to get the question

d. When the world sees our good works and alternative community and they come asking questions, we must be ready

e. As we approach religion in public places, we must ask if we are ready to answer the questions our society is asking about our faith

31. # 7 – Pray

a. 1 Peter 4:7 is a key text. 1 Timothy 2:1 says to pray for kings and all who are in high places

b. The responsibility for prayer rests with God’s own people, not with civil authorities

c. Christians in the church are to be a praying people

d. It is not a call to talk about politics, but a call to prayer

e. Before we complain about our government we should pray for our government

f. Maybe if we pray more about public policy there would be less need to change public policy

g. As we approach religion in public places, we must ask, do we pray for public policy we see to change?

32. # 8 – Be humble

a. Humble yourself before God and he will lift you up. 1 Peter 5:6; Matthew 5:3

b. Sometimes Christians want the role of a roaring lion, but according to 1 Peter 5 that role is already assigned

c. Our task is not to be a fire eating dragon or a hungry tiger out stalking government officials

d. Our job description is humility

e. The meek will inherit the earth, not the roaring lions

f. As we approach religion in public places, look inward at our motive and our manner

33. What should we conclude?

a. Public policy in the US is removing Christian symbols from public places

b. There is a significant movement in our society to secularize our state

c. Laws now exist that contradict our moral and philosophical views

d. What should we do?

34. Here are 6 guidelines

a. Resist the state when it compels violation of God

b. Obey the state whenever possible for the Lord’s sake

c. Obey the state in state matters, God in his matters. Render unto Caesar

d. Cooperate with the state to achieve common goals; orphans and the poor (last September)

e. Create a state within a state.  Make sure you have 2 passports: the Kingdom of God and USA

f. Religion in public places – make sure we follow biblical guidelines in all efforts to change policy

35. Here are a couple of examples

a. David Jordan said, “If all abortions were stopped, what would we do with the babies?

b. There are not enough Christians now volunteering to take in unwanted children

c. That doesn’t include ones that are aborted

36. What would Peter say about that situation?

a. He would not say, “Bomb abortion clinics – that is threatening

b. He would not say, “Shake your fists at any abortion doctor – that is hardly humble

c. He would say, “Practice what you preach.  Take care of unwanted children.”

37. In my judgment what we do through Agape is religion in public places

a. Events like Heartlight are not just promotional events or a good dinner

b. It is an attempt to help us all maintain good conduct in an evil world

c. Pure religion and undefiled is to visit the widows and orphans

d. So exactly what are you doing to keep that command?

38. The line from Marx on the sidewalk of the Memphis Public Library

a. When I compare the voice of the Highland School Store with the influence on the sidewalk

b. It seems to me that Highland School Store speaks with a louder voice

c. I don’t like that quote there, but to protest that quote doesn’t convey Christ

d. Highland School Store conveys Christ, it gives us a powerful voice in this community

e. Through that good work, we have put to silence the ignorance of foolish men

39. The fundamental point Peter is making is about validity of the Christian faith

a. The Christian faith is made valid when it is lived out

b. The most potent instrument for changing public policy is Christian conduct

c. The greatest way to infiltrate culture is humble  Christian service

40. Notice the superlatives:  This is the most potent and greatest way

a. It is not the only way, but he central way

b. It is not exhaustive, but it is most fundamental

41. When we begin to feel like aliens in our own culture

a. Our first objective is not to have Scriptures written on the walls of public buildings, our first objective is to have scripture written on human hearts

b. The greatest testimony to Christian faith is not God’s name on our money, but the greatest testimony to Christian faith is God’s character in Christian living

c. The best way to change public policy is not to insist on laws that mirror the teachings of Jesus, the best way to change public policy is to insist on God’s holiness in Christian daily walk

d. The validity to the Christian faith and the triumph of Christianity comes in good conduct and good deeds and servant hearts and living above our passions

42. Perhaps the first way to change public policy is to repent of not doing what the Bible says to do

a. Repent of prayerlessness.  Commit to prayer for public policy

b. Repent of complaining.  Commit to doing good works

c. Repent of being unprepared to give an answer

d. Repent of lacking good works

